
Summary of Special School Board Meeting
August 2, 2021

A Special Meeting of the Richland County Board of Education was held on Monday, August 2,
2021 and called to order by President Jeff Wilson at 6:00 p.m.  Dennis Anderson, Kelsie Barnes
(via Zoom meeting), Norm Henderson, Marc Leist, Cindy Lockley (via Zoom meeting), and Doug
Schneider were in attendance.  The meeting was viewable by the public via livestream at
http://live.rccu1.net.

Recognition and Comments from Employees & Public
The board heard comments from 22 members of the community read by Recording Secretary
Sonja Music addressing the issue of whether wearing masks will be optional or mandatory for
the 2021-2022 school year.  There were several members of the community present and the
board also heard comments from 10 community members that were present on the same topic.

Discussion/Action Items
Mr. Simpson presented a revised school opening plan for the 2021-2022 school year that
includes the following guidelines for mask requirements:

Factors to determine risk level - Daily New Cases, Infection Rate, and Positivity Rate.  The
Percent Vaccinated is also an important metric, but it is not part of this plan.  According to the
CDC, the colors listed below indicate the risk level in a community and the table illustrates what
RCCU#1 will follow for the 2021-22 school year.

● Green - indicates the risk is Low
● Yellow - indicates the risk is Medium
● Orange - indicates the risk is High
● Red - indicates the risk is Critical

Red/Orange - if one or more factors are Red
or Orange

Universal masking for all students, staff, and
visitors

Yellow/Green - if all factors are Yellow or
Green

Mask recommended for all students, staff,
and visitors that are not fully vaccinated

Superintendent’s Report
Mr. Simpson gave an update on the District and School Improvement Plans emphasizing the
three priorities:  teaching and learning; educating the whole student; and highly effective
educators and support staff.

http://live.rccu1.net

