
 

Each spring questions arise about student placement for the following year.  I hope that by reviewing our procedure and 
criteria for student placement, parent concerns will be alleviated, and the need for parent requests will diminish as you 
will have confidence in our process and the teachers who make these decisions. 

Placement is a matter that is not taken lightly at WPSIS. The staff, as a whole, spends many hours forming well-balanced 
classes, in which all students will have the best opportunity to learn and to grow socially and academically. 

When classes are created, we follow clear, set guidelines. The following are some of the factors that go into student 
placement for the following year: 

 * an even boy – girl balance 

 * a full range of aptitudes in each class 

 * similar class sizes 

 * an even distribution of  children who speak English as their second language 

 * a balance of abilities in each class 

 * matching teaching styles of the teacher and learning needs of the student 

 * creating classes with mixtures of personalities 

 * separation of students who have difficulty working in the same classroom 

 * the behavioral needs of the students 

 * matching personalities of the students and teachers 

 * special needs the students may have that can only be met by a specific teacher. 

Once these factors have been considered, teachers and specialists begin to build a class of children who show promise 
of working well together.  While we welcome parent input about the child’s learning needs, we trust that you 
understand that your comments constitute just one of many factors that are considered in forming classes.  An online 
form is available on the school website to give you an opportunity to tell us about your child’s learning needs. If you 
choose to complete a form, please have it completed by May 15th.   Parent Input / Colocación del Estudiantes   

We are planning ahead for special events to welcome kids back to WPSIS including those just joining us in 4th grade, we 
will do our best to create a welcoming and safe environment for our students. Your support for your child’s placement 
sends an important message to the student.  

Should you have any concerns about this procedure please feel free to contact me.      

Thank You, 

Brian Fraser 
Principal  
Wallace and Priscilla Stevenson Intermediate School 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LueAMDcGrcWVaLo8lwq6rHPUMRjVi96RM3nQKRIQDk8/edit

