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Historical Perspective
Executive Order 2020-05, filed March 15, 2020, ordered all schools public and non- public to 
close effective March 17, 2020, due to a global pandemic.  

Executive Order 2020-74, filed in November and Executive Order 2020-40, filed on June 4, 
2020, allowed schools to reopen for in-person instruction in Phase 3 of restore Illinois. In-person 
instruction was strongly encouraged in Phase 4, we elected to remain remote.

Executive Order 2020-47, filed July 24, 2020, allowed schools to reopen for in-person 
instruction for all public and nonpublic schools in Illinois serving pre-kindergarten through 12th 
grade students. 

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
provided guidance that all public and nonpublic schools in Illinois serving pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade must follow established guidelines.

On July 9, 2021, the State of Illinois adopted the CDC’s updated guidance regarding 
COVID-19 prevention in K-12 schools for all public and nonpublic schools in Illinois. The 
updated federal guidance is currently in effect. The CDC’s guidance is meant to help K-12 school 
administrators and local health officials select appropriate, layered prevention strategies in order 
to keep in-person learning environments safe for students and staff during times of fluctuating 
transmission

On July 27, 2021, Illinois Fully Aligns with new CDC Masking Recommendations, see 
attached press release





Major changes to guidance for the 2021-22 
school year include the following: • Promotion of vaccination as the 

leading public health prevention 
strategy to end   the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• Alignment of masking 
recommendations for schools with 
CDC guidance for individuals who 
are fully vaccinated. 

• Additional emphasis on the 
importance of offering in-person 
learning, regardless of whether all of
the prevention strategies can be 
implemented in a school. 

• Revised definition of close contacts 
to guide quarantine procedure. 

• Introduction of a Test-to-Stay 
alternative to quarantine. 



School Reentry Planning

Given our extensive planning and logistical work during the pandemic, we are well 
positioned for a safe return for the 2021-2022 school year

To that end, we will return to our full in person learning status for the 2021 – 2022 
School Year set to begin on August 19, 2021 for Teachers and August 23, 2021 for 
students 

We will implement in-person education services and education classes.  All Schools 
will use the provided guideline to follow appropriate social distancing, face coverings, 
enhanced sanitation measures, and other accommodations necessary to ensure the 
safety of students, staff, and their families. The requirements consist of the following:

● Use of appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
● Social Distancing of 3 Feet
● Temperature Checks
● Routine schoolwide cleaning and disinfection.
● Enhanced Mitigation Efforts
● COVID 19 Contact Tracing and Response should Outbreak Occur



ISC 4 Office Survey

Mask & COVID Testing Program

South Cook Districts 



Elementary: Regarding Masks

33

12



Elementary: Regarding Masks

12(36%)

8(24%) 

9(27%)

3(9%)

optional for non student times



Elementary: Regarding Masks

17(52%)

10(31%) 

2(6%)

3(9%)

students to wear masks.



Elementary: COVID testing program

13(39%
)
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11(33%
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High School: Regarding Masks

3(25%)

6(50%) 

1(8%)

2(17%)

(5)

(1
)



High School: Regarding Masks
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)



High School: COVID testing program

5(42%)

1(8%)

6(50%)



Recommendation 
to the Board

All Students and Staff (Vaccinated or 
Unvaccinated) Will Be Required to 
Wear Face Covering (Mask)



Health Safety Protocols 
Each school will teach and reinforce healthy hygiene practices with students to make sure students are washing hands, avoiding 
touching their face, eyes, mouth, and nose, and covering coughs and sneezes.

● All individuals MUST wear face coverings in the building at all times, even when social distancing is maintained.  A face 
covering must completely cover an individual’s nose and mouth to effectively reduce the potential transmission of the 
COVID-19 virus.  A cloth face covering will be provided to all students.

● Frequent handwashing and/or hand sanitizer will be used throughout the day. Hands should be washed often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds.  Classrooms have sanitizer in each classroom.

● Students and employees must remain 3 feet socially distance if possible that are not vaccinated.

Physical distancing (e.g., including use of cohorts/podding/classrooms) the District will address the following:

● Classrooms are set up to maximize social distancing up to 3-feet
● If desks are available, achieve 3-feet apart
● If desks are available, face the same direction
● If tables are utilized, sit on only one side of the table or if ample space clear dividers will be utilized
● Floor mapping at the front of the room for 3 feet
● Clear dividers for tabletop surfaces as needed for small group instruction and/or services Elementary (Grades PreK - 5)
● Full re-entry for K-5 maximizing social distancing and cohorting.
● Support from families to mitigate bus travel social distancing challenges
● Keep K-1 class size at approximately 20 student to maximize social distancing spaces. K-1 classroom square footage is 

larger in most of the buildings. Low Transmission Risk: Elementary and Middle
● Full re-entry
● Considerations will be made for elective class rotations.
● Signage in all restrooms reminding students and staff to wash their hands



Enter and Exit 
Building

1. Once a student or staff arrives at school.

1. Check for mask on

2. Complete temperature check

3. Sanitize hands

2. Designated entry and exit doors to be used at 
all times, except in case of emergency when the       
closest exit should be used.

3. All Staff & students will have temperature 
checks at designated entry doors with infrared 
thermometers.

4. Grab & Go Breakfast will occur in classrooms, 
not congregating in the cafeteria.



Common Areas



Classroom & Office 
Space Safety

1. Divider shields will be used.
2. Teachers will be provided a Face Shield & mask.
3. Students should be assigned & use individual 

devices, manipulatives, etc.
4. No shared supplies! Students should use only 

their supplies.
5. All students use classroom hand sanitizer when 

entering the classroom & as needed during the 
day.

6. Classrooms should have minimal, essential-only 
furniture in classrooms to allow for more 
distancing areas.

7. All individuals must wear masks (cotton or 
surgical) anytime they are on school premises.

8. Staff will be provided gloves and cleaning 
supplies to clean touchpoint surfaces throughout 
the day as needed; gloves should only be worn 
when cleaning.



Illness and Infection Procedures
1. An appropriate health office that allows 3-foot distancing between students & a separation area for sick 

students. A sink for hygiene, appropriate lighting, and proper ventilation must be available in this space.
2. Plastic barriers will be placed around the staff desk and between student care areas.
3. Provide a supervised quarantine space for students/staff who are experiencing Covid-19-like symptoms and are 

awaiting pick-up.
4. The area considered quarantine space has to be disinfected after it is occupied by students and deep cleaned 

daily.
5. Healthy students reporting to the health office for medical management, assessment of injury, or first aid must 

be treated in a separate clean designated area inside or outside the health office to prevent spread.
6. Individuals with a temperature over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit will not be permitted to stay in school.

I. Individuals should not return until fever free for 24 hours without medication and 10 days since COVID-19 
symptoms appeared (per CDC guidance).

II. All individuals should be screened before coming into the school for fever, cough, sore throat, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, chills, muscle pain, headache, loss of taste or smell or shortness of breath.

III. All personnel requiring a secondary screening should be logged in a screening tool for risk assessment.

7. Identified sick persons should be isolated immediately and sent home as soon as possible.

(Parents should not enter the facility. Students should be escorted outside the building and “handed off” to a 
verified custodian).

8. Contract tracing will be in collaboration with health department for mitigation to reduce transmission of Covid-19

Contact Tracing, Isolation and/or Quarantine Requirements will continue to take direction from the CDC, Illinois State 
Department of Health on requirements for contact tracing, reporting quarantine and isolation for those impacted by 
COVID-19. Containment Planning



Sanitizing & Cleaning Protocols
Daily Cleaning, routine disinfecting, etc.

1. Custodial & Maintenance Staff will wear a mask, eye 
protection/face shield, gloves, and gown for cleaning 
throughout the day when appropriate.

2. A regular, visible cleaning & disinfecting schedule must be 
developed, where Custodians wipe/disinfect all frequently-
touched surfaces throughout the day

3. Cafeteria used solely for multiple lunch periods and all 
surfaces are disinfected between periods by Custodian

4. Touchless water bottle filling stations should be installed & 
wiped down at least twice daily

5. Overall “Task Priority” list developed addressing scheduled 
sanitization vs. emergency situations for sick individuals

6. Encourage daily cleaning of the school environment to 
include:

a. Touch point surfaces (door knobs/handles, rails, lights, 
etc.)

b. All desks, chairs, windows
c. All work areas
d. Restrooms to be cleaned following CDC guidelines.
e. Cleaning shall be performed at minimum, before daily 

opening, every hour in common spaces, and after 
children leave for the day.

7. Students should be encouraged to complete proper hand 
washing education via video or in person demonstration.

1. https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html
2. https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/videos.html

To that end, we will continue to follow both best practices and science when it comes to the health and 
safety of our students and staff. Many of the health and safety protocols put in place during the 2020-21 

school year will continue into the 2021-22 school year.

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/videos.html


Social & Emotional Health
Social/Emotional Supports for Students and Staff: We 
recognize that living through a global pandemic has taken 
an emotional toll on our students and our staff. Schools 
will play a vital role in helping students process their 
experiences and deal with any trauma the pandemic may 
have caused. As we return to full-time in-person 
instruction, we will:

● Implement evidence-based SEL programs
● Provide social/emotional/behavioral support to 

students in each school
● Implement a social/emotional screening tools to 

identify which students need support
● Provide parent learning opportunities about trauma 

and ways to support students during a pandemic
● Provide professional development for teachers in the 

area of social/emotional learning and trauma Notes: 
The District’s plan to address the social/emotional 
needs of our students will be individualized to each 
building due to the varying SEL needs of students in 
pre-kindergarten through eighth grade.

The District will utilize a screening process to identify 
students who have deficiencies in their 
social/emotional competence.



Let’s Have A Fantastic 
2021 -2022 School Year 

D152

Thank you for your continued support


