
July 30, 2021 

Dear DCC Church Family, 

Since our announcement on July 4 that we would be removing the U.S. and Christian flags from the 
stage in the Auditorium and adding a tri-fold flag display in the foyer, we have received a large number 
of responses from those in the church body, including a group of 40 church family members who 
attended our July 20th Elder meeting to give input.  This has revealed, once again, that God has united a 
diverse group of people with a variety of opinions and perspectives into His Church.  We praise Him for 
that.  We believe we have now received sufficient input to provide our response below. 

The Elders would like to apologize again for “blindsiding” some in the church family with the decision 
about the flag, and for not seeking to understand more fully beforehand what hurt or confusion this 
decision might cause.  It was our heart to present a way to both honor Christ and honor the flag at the 
same time.  As is now clear, both in the way we communicated and in our idea for a tri-fold flag display 
we failed to make that evident to you.  We do apologize and ask for your forgiveness. 

With regard to the input we received from conversations with you and from those in attendance at the 
meeting on the 20th we believe that there were several issues that have been raised, to which we would 
now like to respond.  We apologize for the length of this response, but we felt that out of respect for the 
thoroughness that many of you put into articulating your thoughts with us, you deserved an equally 
thorough reply.  We ask you for the same consideration you have sought from the council as we seek 
mutual understanding and unity. 

1. The importance of the flag as a symbol on the campus of DCC/DCS.  Perhaps the message that has 
been clearest and most harmonious of those who spoke or wrote comments was the importance of 
the flag remaining prominently visible for the purposes of honor, remembrance, prayer, teaching, 
and as a prompt to express our thanks to God for the grace He has shown us in giving us this great 
land in which to live.  As the Elders have heard the chorus of this message resoundingly, we 
were/are in unanimous agreement.  This was why our proposal was not merely to remove the flag 
from the worship platform, but to create a prominent display where the significance of the flag 
might be clearly articulated.  We are truly grateful to God for the gift of this country, and we agree 
that the flag can serve as a pointer to remember that gift.  From the beginning, that was the reason 
that we felt it important, not only to add a display of the flag to the foyer with a clear message 
expressing all of the truths that you have shared, but also to keep in place the flags on the outdoor 
flagpole, in the classrooms, and to bring the flag onto the stage during special days such as Veterans 
Day, Memorial Day and Independence Day.  We agree with those who have commented along these 
lines. 
 

2. The concern for the motivation.  Another concern that has been expressed is the concern for the 
motivation of this decision.  Some have expressed a fear that we were on a slippery slope and 
perhaps moving toward “cancel culture” albeit unaware of that fact.  While we understand the 
concern, we would like to reassure you that this was not the motivation.  We were neither driven by 
a desire to “not be offensive,” nor to “cancel” the flag out of fear of backlash.  If that were the case, 
it would make more sense to remove all flags from the campus, and certainly not create a visible tri-
fold flag display for the foyer declaring why it should remain as an important symbol among us.  

 



As we shared on July 4th, and 18th, our motivation for removing the flag from the Auditorium stage 
and creating a flag display in the foyer was about making clear that Jesus Christ is the sole recipient 
of our worship.  While it may not be a distraction, obstacle, or prompt confusion in worship for 
some, in fact it is an obstacle and point of confusion for others, for various reasons.  This is the 
reason that the topic of patriotism and the placement of the flag in the sanctuary of a church has 
been a question among faithful Christians for many years, perhaps finding its zenith in the years 
following 9-11.  A Google search reveals that theologians and pastors have discussed at length how 
to encourage healthy and biblical patriotism while not confusing it with the worship of God alone.  
Even here at DCC, these discussions have come up from time to time as different church members 
have expressed their concern about country worship vs. Christ worship in such events as our 
Freedom Celebration and July 4 services.  Up until recently, however, we had not been told that the 
flag in the Auditorium was presenting a stumbling block for worship and was confusing to some, 
raising the question of Who or what we actually worship.  This concern was expressed to us by 
several people within our church, including members and/or veterans. 
 
Our goal is to call people to worship Christ alone and to honor Him above all things.  Therefore, our 
decision to remove the flag from the stage and to create a flag display in the foyer was an attempt 
to make it very clear:  our worship is to Christ alone, our primary message is the Word of God, and 
our identity is first as citizens of the Kingdom of God.  With the apostle Paul, we do not want to 
place any obstacle in the way or deter anyone from hearing and having the opportunity to respond 
to the simple message of the gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 9:19-23).  This is our primary and 
priority call as disciples of Jesus.  Removing the flag from the stage was all about preserving that 
message while not forsaking the importance of our secondary role as citizens of this country and as 
those who see the flag as a reminder of God’s grace and the sacrifices that have been made to 
protect our God-given freedoms.  
 

3. The tri-fold flag display.  It is clear to us now that our idea for a display of the flag and memorial 
failed to communicate the aforementioned purposes in the eyes of many.  While it is not our 
understanding that the planned display violates flag codes or honors (link), input from those in the 
church family has made it clear that the message we were trying to communicate through the 
display failed on arrival, and in fact, communicated the opposite message of what we intended.  For 
that we apologize and have come up with an alternative option that we believe will faithfully 
represent the message that we all agree should be communicated through the flag.   

 
4. The constitutional question.  It has been said that in making the decision to remove the flag from 

the stage without seeking widespread input from the church body, the Elders acted in such a way as 
to violate the constitution in two places, namely, Article IV, B, 1 (about church membership) and 
Article VI, 4, c and d (about the role of Elders).  As Article IV points to Article VI, and Article VI, 4, c 
lists the counsel of DCC members as something that “may” be included in the decision-making 
process, it seems the primary concern is with VI, 4, d “The Elders will seek to maintain unity in the 
body consistent with the mind of Christ.  To this end, the Elder Council will endeavor to faithfully 
communicate with the body on matters under consideration (John 17:20-22; Eph. 4:3).”  Unity, 
consistent with the mind of Christ, is the end for which we are to pursue communication.  It was not 
the Elders’ intent to violate this constitutional principle, and if we had known before that this 

https://nationalflagfoundation.org/the-meaning-behind-the-13-folds-of-the-united-states-flag/


decision would bring the threat of disunity in the body, we would have seen this as a matter worthy 
of endeavoring even further to communicate and seek input from the church body before the 
decision.  However, we have come to realize through this process that, even beyond this issue, we 
have not been as faithful as we should be in communicating all matters under consideration by the 
Elder Council and will be seeking to improve in this area through multiple means including more 
exposure to our meeting minutes (which are always available upon request) and regular verbal 
reports from the Council (for which we already have a plan in development).  While there are some 
matters that cannot be shared due to confidential or legal implications, this is an area where the 
Elder Council admits a need to come more in line with the expectations of the DCC Constitution.  
Please pray for us as we are trying to figure out how to do this with so many transitions currently 
underway. 

 
5. The new plan.  The Elders have now received input from a large number of DCC church family 

members on these issues, and it has confirmed that, although our process to coming to our decision 
was flawed, the decision to remove the flags from the Auditorium and to create an alternative for 
the flag in the foyer was the right decision in keeping with the mind of Christ.  Our convictions and 
consciences will not allow us to reverse or rescind as some have requested.  Instead, we have come 
up with an alternative that we believe will best accomplish what was intended, reflecting the variety 
of input that we have received. 

We will be placing the U.S. flag, that was previously on the stage, just to the right of the mission wall 
in the foyer.  The tri-fold flag display/plaque would also be there.  The purpose of this location, we 
believe, will address the concerns that have been raised, and even more, provide us a greater 
opportunity to teach through the placement of the flag.  Our missions wall provides information 
about the mission ministries and missionaries supported by DCC.  The globe reminds us of the Great 
Commission to make disciples of all nations.  With the addition of the flag near the wall, there is the 
opportunity to frame the placement of the flag within the context of the mission we have been 
given to “call people to follow Jesus and become like Him.”  Why are we able to be a sending church, 
freely sending missionaries around the globe?  Because of the grace shed on the United States and 
the sacrifice of those who have given their lives to preserve that freedom.  Further, it reminds us 
that the U.S. is our first mission field.  As we leave the Auditorium where we worship God as citizens 
of His Kingdom, and we walk through the foyer and into the field, we are reminded that we are 
called by God to be on mission as godly citizens of the United States. More than sitting quietly on a 
stage in the Auditorium, this kind of presentation should prompt the question, “why is this flag 
here?”  We can then share about the mission God has called us to here in the U.S., and the grace 
that He has shown us through the very existence of the U.S.  We will be placing the Christian flag on 
the left side of the globe as a reminder that the most important message we declare, from 
Damascus to the ends of the earth, is the message of the cross of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:18).  

6. The call for unity.  As many of you have stated, this issue has threatened to distract us from what is 
most important in the ministry of Damascus Community Church, and to tarnish the name of DCC, 
and more importantly, the name of Christ in the community.  We agree with you, that potential is 
there, and that will be determined on the basis of what we all do moving forward.  We do not 
believe that disunity, distraction, and the demeaning of the name of Christ are a necessary result. 
However, to avoid those ends, it will require that we humbly seek the mind of Christ together (Phil. 



2:5-11), we make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3), 
and we avoid discussions that do not unite, but rather divide (Titus 3:9). 

The Elders invite you to join us as we move forward, learning together from this experience, toward the 
next chapter in the life of Damascus Community Church.  We have been through a season of change, 
which is a natural part of the life of the community.  But we believe that God is mobilizing us to have an 
even greater impact for the name of Christ in this community and beyond, as we continue to put Him 
first in our worship, and obey Him first in our daily lives.  

The DCC Elder Council 


