
 
 
 
 

By Alyssa & Karina 
As discussed in the previous 
installment of the ‘Growing the 
Herd’ series, Stanton ISD’s 
population s getting larger. 
Over the last five years, the 
district has grown by 241 
students.  
The rapid growth has caused 
Stanton ISD to experience issues 
in several areas, including teacher 
shortages, school overcrowding, 
and increased workload on 
existing staff, according to 
superintendent Dr. Merl Brandon.  
You might be wondering, why all 
of a sudden new people are 
moving to our area?  
The oil and gas industry is 
booming, and people from all 
over the country are moving to 
the Midland/Odessa area for jobs.  
“High growth calculations show 
that Stanton ISD’s student 
population may grow to 1,642 

students by the 2024-25 school 
year,'' stated Dr. Brandon in an 
interview with the Tatanka Post.  
So what is the first step our school 
board and administration plan to 
take to alleviate these problems?  
Stanton ISD has already taken a 
step ahead and formed a “Facility 
Planning Committee”.  
This committee consists of 
administration, school staff and 
even members of the community.  

“The primary goal of this 
committee is to prioritize the 
needs of the district, and report 
the information to our board of 
trustees to help facilitate a future 
school bond election,'' Dr. 
Brandon said. 
A new campus or campuses could 
be in store for Stanton ISD. 
In our next issue, we will discuss 
what some of these changes could 
look like in the near future.  



 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
Name:  Mrs. Shante Ezell 

Subjects: 5th Science 

Hometown: Canadian, Texas 

How long at SMS? 3 years 

 
When did you know you wanted to be a teacher? 
“After being a stay at home mom for 10 years,  
I was tired of doing dishes and laundry… 
(I wanted to have some fun at school, just like my 
kids were.)” 
 
What got you interested in the subject you 
teach? 
“It just makes sense!  I have a true interest and 
understanding of science after being one class 
away from a minor in biology.  Science is a class 
we can truly bring the real world into the 
classroom, along with hands-on learning.”  
 
If you were not a teacher, what job would you 
have? 
“A surgeon.  I love watching Grey’s Anatomy 
and the idea of discovering new ways to help 
others is intriguing to me.”  
 
What hobbies/activities do you enjoy outside of 
school? 
“Anything outside with my kiddos.  Stock Show 
is a huge part of our life.  We show a Shorthorn 
Heifer.”  
 
If you could have a superpower, what would it be?   
“I would like to fly.  We travel all of the time and 
anything to spend more time at our destination 
would be great, but I would need my kiddos to 
fly also.”  
 
What is your favorite smell?  “Leather” 

 
By Karina 
Stanton Middle School student, Alyssa Almaguer, 
attended the 2019 UCA All American Disney World 
Parade in Orlando, Florida from November 26th to 
the 29th.  
Alyssa tried out to be an All American cheerleader 
in Odessa, Texas on June 26th, the last day of our Jr 
High cheerleader’s cheer camp.  
All American selections represent the top 10% of 
cheerleaders in the country. 
The tryouts contained a cheer, chant, dance, and a 
jump in front of the entire camp.  
When Alyssa got to the resort, she had many hours 
of rehearsal before the actual parade.  
It was a lot of work.  
“It was nerve-racking, considering we were on Main 
Street Disney in front of about 15,000 people,” 
Alyssa said. “But once the music started, it got a lot 
more fun. I got to meet a lot of people from around 
the country. Overall it was an unforgettable 
experience!” 



 
By Shelby, Ethan, & Alondra 

8th Grade 
Girls 
Stanton 
Middle 
School’s 
basketball 

teams are back in action after 
enjoying some time off for the 
Christmas break. 
The Lady Buffs’ 8th grade ‘A’ 
team cruised to a 21-9 win over 
Colorado City on January 9, led 
by Ariana R.’s 17-point barrage. 
The Lady Buffs’ defense was 
strong holding Colorado City to 
just 9 points. 
The 8th grade ‘B’ team beat 
C-City in overtime 20-16, as 
Monica M. scored 10 of the 20 
points.  
On Jan. 13th, the 8th grade Lady 
Buffs’ ‘A’ team lost to Forsan 
7-20. The ‘B’ team came up a bit 
short, falling 9-12. Eimy H. 
scored 4 points against Forsan. 
7th Grade Girls 

The Lady 
Buffs’ ‘A’ team 
lost to 
Colorado City 
27-24. Emma 

D. and Aubry V. led Stanton 
with 8 points each, Addison S. 
added six points. 
7th A defeated Forsan 24-21. 
Aubry V and Emma D scored 8 
points each leading the team. 
The 7th B team defeated C-City 
28-12 on Jan 9, led by Nevaeh 
and Maddison with 6 points. 

On Jan. 13, 7th B defeated 
Forsan 27-4. Cora H. scored 7 
points along with Abby C. who 
scored 8 points.  
8th Grade Boys

On Jan. 9, Stanton 8th grade ‘A’ 
lost 56-21 to C-City, Jahir G. 
finished with 7 points, Seth S. 
had 6. 
The 8th grade ‘B’ team lost to 
C-City by a score of 43-4 on 
January 13. 
Stanton 8th A lost to Forsan 
32-9. Jahir G put five 5 points on 
the board while Daniel W scored 
4 points. 
Stanton 8th B lost to the Forsan 
Buffaloes 35-8, Brayden D and 
Matthew W  both scored 4 points 
each. 

7th Grade Boys

 
The 7th grade ‘A’ team defeated 
Colorado City 25-14 on Jan. 9th. 
Jayden T. scored a game-high 9 
points, Dyllan T. and Brian H. 
added 5 points each. 
The 7th B team suffered a 13-2 
loss to Colorado City, Coby G. 
scored the team’s only basket. 
Against Forsan on Jan. 13, 7th A 

won 27-18. 
Jayden T. had 9 
points, Brian H. 
had 6 and Aiden 

A. scored 5. 
The B team suffered a 17-13 loss 
to C-Cty. Coby G. scored a 
team-high five points, Aiden L. 
and Aron G. had four points 
each. 



 
By  Kylee and Rigo 

Disney+ is a streaming app where you can watch 
tons of movies made by Disney, including 
Marvel, Star Wars, Pixar, National Geographic, 
and Disney originals.  
It also includes Disney Channel, Disney Junior,  

  

and Disney XD, as well as some of the classic 
movies. 
Disney+ is becoming one of the most used 
streaming services, and is liked by many people.  
The day after Disney+ came out, 10 million 
people had already been using it. 
If you are interested in buying Disney+, you can 
pay a monthly subscription for  $6.99 or you can 
pay yearly for $69.99.  
Also you have an option to buy a bundle package 
that includes Hulu and ESPN+, along with your 
Disney+ subscription that costs $12.99 per 
month, for all three.  
You can even watch Disney+ anywhere, anytime, 
on your phone, tablet, and any streaming device, 
so come on down and get Disney+.  
You won’t regret it. 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


