
 
 
 
 

By Shelby P. 
“Education is the lighting of a 
fire, not the filling of a 
bucket,” says new Stanton 
Middle School Principal Mrs. 
Jennifer Ruiz, who was hired at 
the end of last school year.  
“I want to spark that 
excitement for learning at all 
levels and all ages, instead of 
just giving information to 
somebody.”  
As we go throughout the 
school year, Mrs. Ruiz follows 
a blueprint she has developed 
over her years in education.  
“My philosophy is that my job 
is to teach kids to be 
independent thinkers, problem 
solvers, and to be able to live 
in a world where they are 
eventually going to be adults.”  
Mrs. Ruiz wants to take the 
middle school to new heights, 
and has a vision of what she 
hopes to achieve. 

“I hope to accomplish: one, an 
enjoyable learning 
environment for students so 
that they remember and enjoy 
the time they spent here.  Two, 
that the teachers enjoy coming 
to work every day, because that 
helps kids enjoy school. And 

that everyone learns, 
progresses and grows.” 
 If Mrs. Ruiz could be any 
Disney character, she says it  
would be Merida off of the 
Disney movie Brave, because 
she is independent and takes 
care of herself.  

 



  

OPINION - By Kylee T. 
Well, it’s a new school year, and it’s an exciting 
one for the eighth graders. 
This is their final year of middle school and high 
school is on the horizon. 
I’m committed to making this year the best one 
yet.  
So far being back to school has opened me up to 
new opportunities, and working on the newspaper 
is helping that happen.  
At first, I wasn’t really excited to get back to 
school, because no one really truly is.  
This school year is different, however, because 
there is a new principal and some new teachers. 
There are several changes, but hopefully they will 
be for the better. 
The beginning of school is actually not all that 
bad, and this year seems like it’s going  to be a 
good one.  
If your year has started not so good, hang in 
there.  
It will probably get better. 
There are always ups-and-downs  when it comes 
to school. 
Back to school time is not really my favorite, but 
we all have to go through it so you might as well 
make the best of it. 
For me, it’s about being able to start over and 
having something to do instead of just sitting at 
home doing nothing all day.  
Just think about it. 
If you didn’t have to go to school, what would 
you really do with all that free time?  
It’s actually a pretty important time, because 
you’re starting a new grade (hopefully). 
Next summer, when you think about going back 
to school, just think of it as a new opportunity, 
and make the best of it.  
I hope you all have a great year. 
 

 
 
 

Name:  Ms. Mariah Wilson 

Subject: 8th Grade Science 

Hometown:  Clyde, Texas 

First year at Stanton 
 
When did you know you wanted to be a teacher? 
"I’ve always loved teaching people things. When I 
learn something new, I always want to share it with 
someone. But, I knew for sure that I wanted to be a 
teacher when I drove a youth student home from 
church one day. She told me about herself. She 
shared about her family, and then she showed me 
her grandfather’s garden. I was deeply moved by the 
way she so simply shared her life with me.   I was 
called that day to work with students. That was 
when I knew I wanted to be a teacher." 
 
What got you interested in the subject you teach? 
"Part of it is just my nature. I like fire. I like 
chemicals and the excitement of a lab. I like 
knowing how things work. But, I love nature. I think 
nature is beautiful, and I enjoy knowing some of the 
laws it is bound by. Science is just a really cool way 
of understanding the beautiful world around us." 
 
If you were not a teacher, what job would you 
have? 
"I would grow plants! I studied plants in college and 
I love them. However, I would not work at a 
nursery. I have worked outdoors in the Texas 
summers and I hope to never go back. I would grow 
some pretty plants in a stained glass greenhouse and 
make money off of hosting small tea parties and 
such. I would also grow vegetables for myself." 
 
What hobbies/activities do you enjoy outside of 
school? 
“I like to watch Gilmore Girls on Netflix, walk 
around the neighborhood, and go grocery shopping. 
For whatever reason I really enjoy grocery 
shopping." 
 
If you could have a superpower, what would it be? 
"I would want to fly. Immortality is really tempting, 
but I would love to be able to fly." 
  



 
 
 
 
By Ethan A. & Mr. Whitson 
MIDLAND - The Stanton 
Middle School cross country 
team got off to a great start 
Saturday, competing at the Tall 
City XC Invite at Rock the 
Desert. 
The Lady Buffs, led by Ariana 
R., finished third overall in the 
team standings at the season’s 
first meet. 
Ariana’s time of 16 minutes, 50 
seconds was enough to give her a 
third-place overall finish 
individually on the two-mile 
course. 
“I was just feeling like I needed 
to finish off,” Ariana said. 
“Finish off for the team and 
finish off for the school. 
My preparation paid off big time. 
After I got going, it felt just like 
a light, easy jog, nothing like our 
practices.” 

 
 
  

Finishing less than 90 seconds 
behind first-place, Ariana 
sprinted the home stretch of the 
race, passing multiple runners on 
her way to the finish line. 
“I expected it 100 percent,” said 
Coach Rachel Dolan.  
“She gives that same effort in 
practice every day.  
She has that determination and 
we’ve been working on those 
kicks at the end by having them 
run sprints, even when they are 
tired.  
This is the same thing we’ve 
been seeing in practice, so we’re 
not surprised.” 
Three other Lady Buffs finished 
in the Top 25 to add to Stanton’s 
team performance. 
Abby C. (18:36) finished 16th, 
Shelby P. (18:39) was 17th, and 
Aubrey S. (18:54) was 22nd. 
  

“We did good,” said Coach 
Dolan. “We have a lot of girls 
that have heart, and they are not 
going to quit, so we just have to 
work on the conditioning part. 
As soon as we get that down, 
they have the heart to get there.” 
Thirteen other Lady Buffs 
competed for Stanton, one of the 
largest teams in the race. 
On the boys’ side, the Buffaloes 
placed ninth out of sixteen 
teams. 
Kameron I., Xander S., and 
Brandon Reyes were the team’s 
top three runners.  
The teams will not compete this 
Saturday. 
Next up for the Buffaloes and 
Lady Buffs is the Andrews 
Relays in Andrews on September 
7th, followed by the Crane XC 
Meet at Crane Country Club on 
September 14th. 

  



  
 

By Natalie M. 
The movie 47 Meters Down: Uncaged is about 
four teenage girls that went to the ocean to 
explore a sunken Mayan City.  
It turns out to be an adventure they will 
remember for the rest of their lives.  
They find themselves being hunted by killer 
sharks and have to find ways to survive. 
There are a lot of exciting and intense scenes in 
this movie.  
I really liked this movie and recommend you to 
watch it.  
I recommend you watch this movie, because it 
kept me on the edge of my seat.  
The movie has some twists and turns that will 
make you want to watch till the very end.  
I would not recommend this movie for easily 
scared people, because they will be frightened the 
whole time and might have nightmares.  
Compared to the first 47 Meters Down, I would 
recommend the first one more, because in my 
opinion it is better than the new one that just 
came out.  
It just seemed to be more exciting with more 
intense parts in it. 
  

The difference between these movies is that they 
are trapped in a cage in the first one and have to 
figure a way to survive. 
In this one, they are trapped in old tunnels.  
If you like intense action movies, I would 
definitely recommend you watch them both.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 



There will be no school on Monday, September 
2nd, due to Labor Day.  
Students and faculty will enjoy their first 
three-day weekend of the school year.  
Labor Day pays tribute to the contributions and 
achievements of American workers, and is 
traditionally observed on the first Monday in 
September.  
It was created by the labor movement in the late 
19th century and became a national holiday in the 
year 1894. 
Have fun and be safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Student Council 
packets can be 
picked up later this 
week, on Thursday 
and Friday. 
The purpose of the 
student council is to give students an opportunity 
to develop leadership by organizing and carrying 
out school activities and service projects. In 
addition to planning events that contribute to 
school spirit and community welfare, the student 
council is the voice of the student body. 
Prospective members must be nominated by a 
teacher, agree to maintain A/B average, have no 
discipline issues and write an essay.  
See Mr. Whitson or Mrs. Turney to get your 
packet. 
 
   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


