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Visual and Performing Arts 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:      
Ten (10) units of Visual and Performing Arts, also called 
Fine Arts classes. 
 
The Fine Arts Department offers classes that allowing 
students to gain knowledge and to master the skills and 
techniques needed to make creative self-expression 
possible.  Students have the opportunity to express their 
creativity and to incorporate art into their lives.  Some 
courses satisfy the UC/CSU “f” Visual and Performing Art 
requirement. 
 
COMMERCIAL ART I - Elements and Principles of 
Design 
GRADE LEVEL:  9 - 12  
PREREQUISITES:  None 
CONTENT: This year-long course introduces students to 
the basic elements and principles of design, the common 
visual language of all art and visual communication.  
Using a variety of media, drawing and painting 
techniques and design examples from different cultures, 
first semester students  engage in a thorough exploration 
of the elements of line, shape, value, color, texture, scale, 
dimension, direction and motion.  The emphasis is on 
creative risk taking as a means of understanding both the 
limitations and expressive potential of these design 
elements and media. Second semester students use their 
newly discovered visual vocabulary to further explore the 
basic guiding principles of design, such as space, 
balance, unity, emphasis, etc.  A variety of art and 
graphic design examples from varied cultures are 
examined and discussed as a way of inspiring further 
creative exploration and understanding of how culture 
affects artists and other image makers, and how they 
affect their culture. Satisfies the UC/CSU “f” Visual and 
Performing Arts Requirement.** 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC / MARCHING BAND 
GRADE LEVEL:  9 - 12  
PREREQUISITES:  Ability to satisfactorily perform 
major/minor scales, arpeggios and demonstrate basic 
control and concepts of the instrument.  Students must 
also possess the skills to read and understand musical 
notation, rhythms, and symbols. 
CONTENT: This course is designed to develop musical 
technique and performance skills and encourages 

students to strive for and achieve high standards of 
performance.  Skills essential to everyday life are taught: 
teamwork, leadership, responsibility, determination, pride, 
self-esteem and confidence.  The band reflects the spirit 
and integrity of the school and the year is spent in 
preparation for a variety of performances designed to 
support the school and community.  Performances 
include parades, concerts, athletic events, community 
requests, etc.  As a performance group, extra rehearsal 
and performance time outside the school day is required 
and will be a graded portion of the course content.  P.E. 
credit is given fall semester only.  This class may be 
repeated for additional credits. 
Satisfies the UC/CSU “f” Visual and Performing Arts 
requirement. ** 
 
 
FASHION DESIGN** 
GRADE LEVEL:  9 – 12 
PREREQUISITES: None 
CONTENT: In this year-long course, students learn the 
fundamentals of sewing, study textiles properties and 
sewing machine operation through the assembly of a 
sewing sample workbook and garment construction.  This 
class includes the study of contemporary and historical 
fashion concepts and designers. Exploration of fashion 
merchandising concepts, practices and careers are 
incorporated.   Cost for each student: variable, from 
$30.00 to $75.00 per semester for projects and supplies. 
This course satisfies the BUHS Fine Art graduation 
requirement. Satisfies the UC/CSU “f” Visual and 
Performing Arts requirement. ** 
 
 
ADVANCED FASHION DESIGN 
GRADE LEVEL: 10 – 12 
PREREQUISITES: “B” grade or better in Fashion Design 
and instructor approval.  
CONTENT: Students learn intermediate and advanced 
garment construction, tailoring techniques, pattern-
drafting and alteration methods, and study fiber and 
textile properties.  Expanded exploration of careers and 
practices in Fashion Design and Merchandising are 
incorporated.  This course includes an introduction to 
design elements and principles, as well as the sociology 
and history of fashion and clothing.  Only highly self-
motivated, industrious and creative students should 
apply.  Cost for each student: variable, from $50.00 to 
$100.00 per semester for project and supplies.  This 
course may be repeated for additional credits.   
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ART HISTORY 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12 
PREREQUISITES: Completion of World History with a 
minimum grade of B- or instructor approval.  
CONTENT: This course is a survey of the History of Art. 
Students will travel the world through the study of images, 
and trace human history through their visual traditions. 
Western and Non-Western Art, from ancient to 
contemporary, will be the focus of the course. We will 
spend time learning how to research, interpret ,create, 
discuss, critique, and understand the cultural significance 
behind works of art, and we will also spend time 
discussing how these works influence human society. 
There will be two major visual projects assigned during 
the year, both tied to the use of art to change/better 
society. Students will be asked to participate in 
discussion regularly, and analyze art in written form. Each 
Semester ends with a final examination of material 
covered. Satisfies the UC/CSU “f” Visual and 
Performing Arts requirement.** 
 
 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 1: 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12 
PREREQUISITES: Completion Success 101 and 102  
CONTENT: This 1st year CTE course provides training in 
graphic design with an emphasis on the production of 
marketable material. Instruction covers photo 
manipulation, image creation, digital and screen print 
development and model creation. The course will cover 
principles of composition, and elements of design 
including perspective, value, and color theory. Tools will 
include Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, Fireworks, digital 
cameras, paint, scanners, printers, and clay. Students will 
explore, experiment, and create techniques to express a 
variety of messages Satisfies the UC/CSU “f” Visual 
and Performing Arts requirement.** 
 
 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 2 
GRADE LEVEL: 12 
PREREQUISITES: B or better grade in Graphic Design 1 
CONTENT:  This yearlong course introduces students to 
advanced principles of design and computer illustrations, 
with an emphasis in digital Typography and Branding. 
This will include learning how to save work digitally in 
high resolution and creating professional quality posters 
and magazine layouts. Students will also master 
Photoshop, Illustrator and Indesign and be introduced to 
printing.  Students will be encouraged to experiment in 

both color and black and white. This course will also 
discuss career opportunities in advertisement and graphic 
design.  
 
 
 
 
Homeroom JAZZ BAND 

GRADE LEVEL: 9-12 
PREREQUISITES: by audition only. Student must 
maintain C grades in all classes at all times, so as to not 
require academic Intervention or CAHSEE Prep. 
Students must be in Concert Band 
CONTENT: Jazz Band is offered during the Home Room 
period for an advanced group and students to be selected 
by audition.  Exceptions may be made for piano and 
guitar.  Students will learn jazz scales, chord symbols, 
and progressions. This course receives credit only. 
 
 
Homeroom HONOR CHOIR 

GRADE LEVEL: 9-12 
PREREQUISITES: by audition only. Freshman may apply 
after successful completion of the fall semester.  Students 
must maintain C grades in all classes at all times, so as 
to not require academic Intervention or CAHSEE Prep.  
CONTENT: Honor choir is a homeroom expansion of 
Choir for advanced musicians who are able to maintain 
course grades and exemplify the Bronco Way. 
Performances are mandatory. There is a cost for clothing 
and may be additional travel expenses. This is a 
competitive choir group and strong commitment is 
required. Freshman may audition after successful 
completion of their fall semester. This course receives 
credit only. 
 
 
**College prep Visual and Performing Arts courses must 
be passed with a grade of “C” or better to satisfy the 
UC/CSU “f” Visual and Performing Arts requirement. 

 


