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Dear PC #535 Families & Community: 

The purpose of this message is to provide an update on planning for the upcoming school year. The following has been 

accomplished in preparing for an eventual final plan: 

 This past week, a team met with the purpose of thoroughly analyzing the guidance released by IDPH and CDC. 

The team took special effort to determine how prevention strategies can be implemented in all PC schools to 

return in August with as close to “normal” conditions as possible.  

 The surveys sent to the community and staff continue to be an important part of the discussion. Based on the 

surveys sent earlier this month, 61% (242 responses) of family respondents expressed they wanted the year to 

start without masks. Another 37% (148 responses) expressed they wanted to start the year with some variation of 

a mask requirement. The input of the community matters and continues to be considered with the changing 

conditions of the pandemic. 

 Information continues to be gathered from the District legal counsel regarding any risks or liabilities associated 

with certain prevention strategies. 

 A special Board of Education meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 3rd, 2021, at 6:30 PM at PCPS for a final 

review of current information and possible approval of a Return to Learn Plan. 

In addition to these steps, we have monitored the changing conditions of the pandemic in our community and State. CDC 

re-issued guidance in the previous week that now recommends universal indoor masking for all individuals in schools. 

IDPH is reviewing this guidance and is expected to release their statement or update in the next few days. Also, there has 

been discussion at the State-level about re-issuing firm mask requirements in schools. With these changing conditions, 

legal counsel and insurance providers are also changing their stances and beginning to suggest greater caution in weighing 

options, such as making masks a recommendation or requirement. 

Locally, we have learned that surrounding counties are now facing a surge of new cases. One county has already been 

moved to a “substantial” level for transmission and health departments are predicting that other surrounding counties may 

see a change in their level as well. Whether or not the level for Putnam County changes, we are not in isolation since 

many community members visit these other counties on a daily basis. 

All of this information will be taken into consideration as we continue to analyze options. Ultimately, our goal remains 

steadfast in developing a plan that will ensure the safety of all while maximizing the learning opportunities for students. 

If you have any other questions, do not hesitate to contact me at theisingerc@pcschools535.org or (815)882-2800 ext. 5. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Clayton J. Theisinger, Superintendent 


