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This document is the District’s plan for a safe return to instruction for the 2021-2022 school year based on the best 

information available at the time of publication.  Periodic reviews to this plan are required at a minimum of once every 

six months and more often as local conditions require. 

Adopted by Leola School Board August 9, 2021. 

Revision Adopted 9/2/2021 

 

Questions and requests for an accessible plan for individuals with disabilities can be directed to Beverly Myer, 

Superintendent at 605-439-3142 or Bev.Myer@k12.sd.us  
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Return to Standard District Calendar 

For the 2021-2022 school year, the Leola School District will operate on a standard five day per week school calendar.  

The full school calendar is available online at Leola School District 44-2, SD | Home (k12.sd.us).  

The traditional calendar allows for a resumption of normal start and end times for the school day. 

  Start Time 8:20 AM End Time 3:33 PM  

As usual, the district will communicate changes to the calendar with the following tools: 

1. School District Website, Leola School District 44-2, SD | Home (k12.sd.us) 

2. School District App Push Notifications – the app is available for free download for both Apple and Android 

Devices.  Search “Leola School District 44-2” in the app store.   

3. Apptegy mass calling system 

4. Facebook 

5. Leola Herald Newspaper 

 

Traditional Learning Plan 

For the 2021-2022 school year, students will continue or resume in-person instruction. 

In-person instruction will be augmented with the use of Google Classroom and Seesaw (online learning platform).  This 

will better prepare student and staff for a seamless transition into blended learning or fully remote learning and build on 

the work done during the 2020-2021 school year. 

Students will participate in hand-washing and frequent use of hand sanitizer. 

The district is prepared for a situation that would require implementation of a remote learning plan for all students.  In 

such an instance, instruction will be provided online using teacher created content through Google Classroom and 

Seesaw.  Students absent from school for self-isolation, quarantine, or other reasons may participate in learning via 

Google Classroom and Seesaw to stay current with lessons and assignments. 

For students with disabilities who may need translation or alternate formats, please contact the school district at 605-

439-3142. 

 

https://www.leola.k12.sd.us/article/490679
https://www.leola.k12.sd.us/
https://www.leola.k12.sd.us/
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Continuity of Instruction Summary 

The summary of learning options below represents the district’s best options for providing an appropriate learning 

environment based on local health data.  Movement between plans will be determined based on local health conditions 

and may not necessarily follow a linear progression. 

Traditional Learning Plan Remote Learning Plan 

Students will participate in regular in-person 
instruction.  Traditional learning will be augmented 
with the use of the Google Classroom and Seesaw 
Learning Management Systems. 
 
The District will continue basic measures to 
support student and staff health and safety at 
school facilities 
 
Remote learning will be provided through the 
Google Classroom and Seesaw Learning 
Management Systems for students who are absent 
from school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minimal Physical Distancing 
 

All students will participate in remote learning via  
Google Classroom and Seesaw Learning 
Management Systems.  
 
Student participation and assignment completion 
will be required on all scheduled days for 
instruction.  Student “attendance” and 
engagement will be measured by analysis of 
student activity with the Google Classroom and 
Seesaw Learning Management Systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maximum Physical Distancing 
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Health and Safety 

The Leola School District will continue to operate with measures in place to help reduce the risk of transmission of 

COVID-19.   We cannot guarantee that students or school personnel will not become infected with COVID-19. 

To avoid the unnecessary transmission of any contagious illness including COVID-19, students and staff who are 

experiencing symptoms of contagious illness should stay home and consider evaluation by the individual’s primary care 

provider for direction or treatment. 

 

 

Monitor your symptoms. 

 

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control1, symptom screening should not try to identify every known symptom of 

COVID-19.  No single symptom indicates someone has COVID-19, and many COVID-19 symptoms can occur when a 

person does not have COVID-19 or any infectious illness (See Appendix A).  The presence of any of the symptoms below 

generally suggests a student has an infectious illness and should not attend school, regardless of whether the illness is 

COVID-19.  For students with chronic conditions, a positive screening should represent a change from their typical health 

status. 

● Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher 

● Sore Throat 

● Cough (for students with chronic cough due to allergies or asthma, a change in their cough from baseline) 

● Difficulty breathing (for students with asthma, a change from their baseline breathing) 

● Diarrhea or vomiting 

● New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 

Students should not attend school in-person if they or their caregiver identifies new development of any of the 

symptoms above. 

If your child has any of the symptoms above: 

● Keep them home from school. 

● Contact the school at 605-439-3142 or your primary care provider to discuss testing for COVID-19. 

The Leola School District address social emotional health through NPIP insurance and a school counselor is available if a 

student or staff member is experiencing any social, emotional, or mental health problems that they would like help 

coping with. The counselor provides weekly guidance and Northeastern Mental Health is also a resource for families.  

 

 

If sick, stay home except to get medical care. 

                                                           
1 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening.html#symptoms 
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Classroom Safety 

Students will be seated in each class to promote learning according to the teacher’s plan for lesson delivery.  This may 

include small group settings, pods, or rows. 

Student and staff will be encouraged to bring water bottles from home for personal use.  Students will not be allowed to 

share water bottles and will be encouraged to take their bottles home each day to get washed.  

Hand sanitizer will be available and used on entry to and exit from classrooms. 

Students will be reminded of respiratory etiquette (ie: covering mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or 

sneezing, use nearest waste basket to dispose of it after and sanitize or wash hands after having contact with respiratory 

secretions or contaminated surfaces).  

 

 

Clean your hands often. 

 

 

 

The Leola School District is committed to meeting the needs of all students while prioritizing the health of safety of 

individual students, teachers, and staff members.  Children with specific health and educational needs should discuss 

their options with their teachers or appropriate building principals to determine what accommodations are appropriate. 

 

Transportation 

Hand sanitizer will be provided for use when boarding school district 

transportation. 

No children will be permitted to use district transportation who are sick or who 

become sick during the day. 

Drivers will perform enhanced cleaning and sanitizing of surfaces following 

each trip. 

 

Food Service 

The Leola School District will operate a School Breakfast Program and National School Lunch Program with adopted 

modifications to support a healthy environment for congregate eating. 

Through a USDA program referred to as “Seamless Summer Option” and flexibilities provided as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic, all students attending Leola School District are automatically eligible for free breakfast and lunch regardless 

of income.  No application is necessary to participate in this program.  Families may still choose to complete the 

application for free or reduced priced lunch if they so choose. 
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All non-disposable food service items will be handled minimally and washed with hot water and soap or in the 

dishwasher.  Disposable food service items may be used. 

As a general hygiene practice, items in the food service setting should not be shared. 

 

 

Custodial Services 

Increased routine cleaning procedures implemented as a result of COVID-19 likely help in protecting from the spread of 

many common contagious illnesses in addition to COVID-19. 

Given the frequency with which items will need to be cleaned and sanitized some of these responsibilities may be 

carried out by school personnel other than custodial personnel.  School personnel will be trained in the proper use and 

storage of cleaning products. 

Hand sanitizer dispensers will be systematically checked and refilled.  

Adequate supplies will be provided to allow for necessary and appropriate hand hygiene (soap, paper towels, hand 

sanitizers). 

Restrooms will undergo frequent cleaning and sanitizing. 

Protocols for Handling Cases of COVID-19 

Staff and students will be provided with information about the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 including when 

symptoms preclude attendance at school or school-sponsored activities and when they can return to school or school 

activities.   

If a student shows or develops symptoms in the school setting: 

Symptomatic individuals will be immediately given a face mask if they’re not currently wearing one and isolated in the 

designated area at the school.  They will be sent home to isolate and seek medical care.  Families must have someone 

designated to pick their children up from school in these situations.  Symptomatic students will not be provided 

transportation home. 

Symptomatic students will be required to wear a cloth face covering or face mask while they’re waiting to leave the 

facility. 

Returning to the school setting: 

If a person has shown symptoms of COVID-19 but has not been exposed to someone with a COVID-19 diagnosis, they 

may return to school following the Leola School District communicable diseases policy in the Student Handbook.  

If a person is diagnosed with COVID-19 by a medical professional or a positive COVID-19 test they may return to school 

only after ALL of the following conditions are met: 

A. It has been ten days since the person first had symptoms or since the first positive test if the person remains 

asymptomatic. 

B. It has been at least 24 hours since the person has had a fever without the use of fever-reducing medications. 

The person’s symptoms have improved, including cough and shortness of breath.  
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If a person diagnosed with COVID-19 was in the school setting while infectious, the district will coordinate with health 

officials to notify staff and families to the extent allowed by law.  Individual privacy will be protected as required by 

federal and state law and local policy. 

Intermittent school closings may be necessitated by positive cases of COVID-19 within the school buildings dependent 

on the full context of the situation.  It is possible that one facility may be closed while the other remains open.  For 

example, if elementary-aged students or staff test positive without a corresponding increase at the MS/HS, we may be 

required to close the elementary facility for a short period followed by full facility cleaning and disinfection but may be 

able to safely continue operating the high school facility. 

Information related to positive cases will be communicated on the District’s COVID-19 webpage. 

Close Contacts and Quarantine Recommendations 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) defines a close contact in the school setting as someone within six feet of an infected 

individual for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period.  In K-12 Indoor Classroom settings, the 

definition excludes students who were within 3-6 feet of an infected student where both students were engaged in 

consistent and correct use of well-fitting masks and other K-12 school prevention strategies were in place. 

The Leola School District will not restrict attendance solely on the basis of close contact to a positive case of COVID-19. 

However, in the case of a household positive, we recommend following local and/or CDC guidelines. 

Masks and/or Cloth Face Coverings 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has recently issued new guidance recommending indoor masking for all teachers, 

staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools regardless of vaccination status2. 

The use of face coverings has become a widely politicized and highly debated topic.  “Mask-shaming” of any 

kind will not be tolerated and will be addressed under the appropriate behavior policy for each school.  

 

The current position of the Leola School District is that the use of face coverings or masks are 

welcomed for individual students or staff members who choose to use one. 

 

COVID-19 Testing 

The Leola School District, with the support of the South Dakota Department of Education and the South Dakota 

Department of Health will provide two testing options for the 2021-2022 school year. 

The Abbot BiNax NOW test for symptomatic individuals utilized by the District during the 2020-2021 school year will 

continue to be offered.  This test is a nasal swab antigen test conducted on symptomatic individuals with results 

available in 15-30 minutes.   

A second, new testing opportunity is available for the 2021-2022 school year.  Through partnership with the South 

Dakota Department of Education and the South Dakota Department of Health, the District is able to connect students, 

staff, and families with Quidel QuickVue At-Home OTC COVID-19 test.  Like the Abbot Binax Now tests, the Quidel 

QuickVue At-Home OTC COVID-19 test has been authorized for use by the FDA under an Emergency Use Authorization 

for the detection of proteins from the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 

                                                           
2 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#anchor_1625662058182 

https://www.leola.k12.sd.us/page/covid
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COVID-19 Vaccination 

The Leola School District does not require students or staff to receive the COVID-19 vaccination.  We encourage each person to 

discuss their vaccination options with their primary care provider. The district will post if vaccinations are available or if there will be 

a shot clinic at the school. 

COVID-19 vaccinations are currently approved for people aged 12 and older. The South Dakota Department of Health provides 

resources on COVID-19 vaccination on its website.

https://doh.sd.gov/COVID/Vaccine/Public.aspx
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Leola School District 44-2 

Testing Protocols – Reviewed 9/2/2021 

Abbott BinaxNOW COVID-19 Point-of-Care Rapid Antigen Test3 
 

Enrolled students and staff members are eligible for rapid COVID-19 testing. 

Patient must be symptomatic and within the first 7 days of the onset of symptoms. 

Patient or patient’s parents, in the case of students, must consent to testing prior to test administration. 

Families should not send symptomatic children to school for the purpose of being tested.  If a student becomes 

symptomatic outside of school hours, the family should contact Bev Myer at 605-439-3142 to schedule an appointment 

for drive-in testing.  Drive-in testing will occur by appointment only during regular school hours on the East side of the 

school.  This is not a substitute for care and evaluation by your medical provider. 

Students who begin to exhibit symptoms consistent with Covid-19 while in attendance at school will report to their 

classroom teacher.  If testing is appropriate, consent will be requested.   

If a patient tests positive after testing, he/she will be excluded from school and advised to self-isolate for a period of ten 

days from the onset of symptoms.  The School District will begin its contact tracing protocols upon receipt of a positive 

test, and the South Dakota Department of Health will contact patients or their parents for contact tracing purposes and 

to provide information on the appropriate course of action. 

If a patient tests negative and his/her symptoms resolve, he/she may return to school according to the District Student 

Communicable Diseases Guidelines. 

If a patient tests negative, and his/her symptoms persist, he/she should consult with their healthcare provider.  A 

second test may be required. 

All test results will be reported as required to the South Dakota Department of Health via the Department of Health 

online reporting system. 

  

                                                           
3 The Abbott BinaxNOW Rapid Antigen Test resources are provided to the South Dakota Departments of Health and Education via 

federal government distribution as a part of the national response to the 2019 SARS-CoV-2 global pandemic under Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA).  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Leola School District 44-2 

Release of Information and Informed Consent to COVID-19 Testing 

Abbott BinaxNOW COVID-19 Point-of-Care Rapid Antigen Test4 

 

Patient Name: DOB:  

Address: Phone #:  

City: State: Zip Code:  

 

Please carefully read and sign the following Informed Consent: 

1. I authorize this COVID-19 testing unit to conduct specimen collection and laboratory testing for COVID-19 

through nasal swab, as ordered by an authorized medical provider or public health official. 

2. I authorize my test results to be disclosed to the South Dakota Department of Health and School District 

Contact. 

3. I acknowledge that a positive test result is an indication that I must self-isolate and/or wear a mask or face 

covering as directed to avoid infecting others. 

4. I understand that South Dakota Department of Health or the Leola School District is not acting as my medical 

provider.  This testing does not replace treatment by my medical provider, and I assume complete and full 

responsibility to take appropriate action with regard to my test results.  I agree I will seek medical advice, care, 

and treatment from my medical provider if I have questions or concerns or if my condition worsens. 

5. I understand that, as with any medical test, there is the potential for a false positive or false negative COVID-19 

test result. 

6. I, the undersigned, have been informed about the test purpose, procedures, possible benefits and risks.  I have 

been given the opportunity to ask questions before I sign, and I have been told that I can ask additional 

questions at any time.  I voluntarily agree to this testing for COVID-19. 

 

Signature: Date:  

 

                                                           
4 The Abbott BinaxNOW Rapid Antigen Test resources are provided to the South Dakota Departments of Health and Education via 

federal government distribution as a part of the national response to the 2019 SARS-CoV-2 global pandemic under Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA).  


