
what’s  inside:

Your Connection 
to Bay Farm

JUNE 2021

Bay Farm Happenings
See what has been happening here on campus.

Curriculum Corner 
Read about each level’s curriculum - What students have 
been working on and what is to come in the upcoming 
months.  

Specialist Spotlight
News from Artland, Agriculture, the SHOP, Library, 
and Spanish. 

Community
The latest in Bay Farm community updates and  
engagement efforts.



B AY  FA R M  B E AT

JU
N

E
 2

02
1

JU
N

E
 2

02
1

2 3 B AY  FA R M  B E AT

L et ter From 
the Head of S cho ol

The end of a school year is always a natural time for reflections and hopes for 
the future. Like everything these last 15 months, the pandemic of 2020/2021 
has intensified our normal end-of-year celebrations, reflections, and hopes. We 
should all celebrate how our school community came together to protect our 
children from COVID-19 and preserve our joyful Montessori environment. We 
should all reflect on the work we have done, the work we could have done, and 
how our actions contributed to the well-being of our students, staff, and school. 
Finally, we should all be relishing that growing feeling of hope that next year will 
be even more memorable than the last.

We learned this year about our strengths as a school community, and we learned 
where stronger efforts are needed. It is a fascinating experience for a school to 
spend an entire year’s worth of training and professional development on health, 
safety, and COVID-19 procedures and protocols. The overwhelming obligation 
for cleaning, distancing, masking, and health attestations obscured the ever-
present desire in learning how to be a better Montessori school from Toddler to 
Middle School. Thankfully, our experienced staff maintained their Montessori 
bearing, leading our newer staff through the year. This year proved that a strong 
connection to the Montessori philosophy coupled with Bay Farm’s practice of 
putting children first is essential.

Next year, we have a rare and valuable opportunity to reset our commitment 
to Bay Farm’s mission and rededicate ourselves to our Montessori vision. Our 
school mission statement begins with “We work together…” this declaration is 
at the top of our priorities list. We are already deep into the planning of how to 
bring our entire community back together next year. This planning includes the 
work needed to firmly connect new staff members and new families with our 
school.

Between last year’s news families and the upcoming 70+ new students, a large 
portion of our community has only experienced pandemic-restricted school. 
This fall we have a great opportunity to introduce the full on-campus Bay Farm 

experience to all of our first-year and brand new incoming students and families. 
That’s right. We are projecting a robust enrollment of around 200 students in the fall!

Whether you are new or have been with Bay Farm for years, you should be excited 
about the return of cherished programs like Drama, PE, and Enrichment. We are 
also very proud of developing newer opportunities such as the wildly popular and 
dynamic experiences of The Shop and Agriculture. Adding these pieces to our arts-
integrated curriculum, packed with field experiences, community events like the 
5K, and our back-to-school pancake breakfast, you can see that there is a lot to look 
forward to this fall.

Over the summer, please take the time to celebrate in person with family and friends, 
reflect on a year like no other, and hope for a bright future. All of us at Bay Farm are 
proud to part that future for our children.

- Conrad Wildsmith | Head of School

“ To be yourself in a world 
that is  constantly trying 
to make you something 
else is  the greatest 
accomplishment.” 

-R alph Wald o Emerson
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SCHOOL TRIP

Keeping with Tradition
Once it was determined that we would indeed be 
able to have an end-of-the-year event, the Middle 
School students set to work earning money and 
researching COVID-safe opportunities for fun.  
Through the Middle School Market, Friday coffee 
sales, a car wash, and Fun with Middle Schoolers 

after school games for Elementary I and II, the students earned enough money to venture out to western 
Massachusetts for a three-day adventure that included mountain zip-lining, white water rafting, kayaking, 
and a treetop ropes course.  

We were able to enjoy each other’s company in the wilderness for an experience like no other.  Thank you to 
the larger Bay Farm community for your tremendous support in this endeavor. 
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Piping Plover: Michele McKale and Ana Zhurbey
Tern: Bridget Martin and Shannon Paull
Snowy Owl: Mary Sullivan and Kate Bray
Classroom Focus: routines, practical life, sensorial, language, math, art, and science

Winter into Spring in the Toddler House has been a period of unbelievable growth for our toddlers.  They 
have grown and developed in all areas over the last five months. Looking at their photos from the begin-
ning of winter and comparing them to spring, documents how much they have changed in a short time.

Our curriculum grows with them throughout the year. We carefully observe each individual child to 
determine their interests and areas of development and adjust their environment to challenge that devel-
opment and pique their interests.

In January our seasonal focus was on arctic animals, and our theme colors were blue and purple. We had 
arctic animal matching objects and language cards, penguin counting, and arctic animal ice rescue. We 
had arctic animal puzzles, blue, white, and purple pompom matching, “ice cube” pouring, and snowman 
stacking activities.

February, of course, featured pink, purple, and red with hearts and love on each shelf in the classroom. 
The children enjoyed painting hearts, making sticker valentines for their friends and family, counting 
hearts, matching heart language cards, and matching gemstone rings.

March bloomed green and gold in the classrooms! Lucky leprechauns were sorted and matched, coins 
were counted, and green shamrocks were matched by all. Rainbows occupied many of the shelves and col-
or mixing was a popular activity. Some of the children began scissor practice and had a great time cutting 
pieces of paper into tiny bits and putting them into envelopes. The children enjoyed jigsaw puzzles, shape/
size sorting, and painting as much as ever.

April explored yellows and pastels. New blooms and baby animals could be found on the shelves. Count-
ing objects ranged from poker chips to pegs and the children enjoyed using tongs to sort baby chicks or 
bunnies. Pouring water and scooping colored rice seemed to be of great interest for this month so our 
practical life shelves were always in high demand.

Insects, birds, and nature were the themes for May. We had insects for matching and counting, bird lan-
guage cards with small bird objects to explore and match, and object representations of the life stages of a 
frog and butterfly with magnifying glasses to get a closer look. Scooping, pouring, and scrubbing contin-
ued to be of interest as well.

Various activities remain available throughout the year.  In each classroom, we encourage the children to 
work on many skills, independence, social, motor, language, and some science skills.  By the spring, many 
of the children have the skills needed to dress and undress independently, they are cleaning up after them-
selves, and they are able to take care of their belongings by hanging them on their own hooks, or placing 
them in their cubbies. Socially, the children in the classroom are encouraged to respect each other, express 
their feelings, and practice conflict resolution in a safe nurturing environment. Academic skills are as-
sessed regularly through observation and the teachers provide the materials based on those observations. 
The children have process-based art projects daily which may include painting, gluing or play dough.  We 
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the rainbow climber, the sticky rocker chair, using a vestibular board to balance, and spinning on a sit 
and spin or bilibo seat in the classroom. There are always many manipulatives available as well.  The 
children use legos, magna-tiles, various posting boxes, ball and car tracks, and many, many puzzles 
throughout each day. Of course, we head out to our playground each day for 45 minutes of fresh air, 
running, climbing, and digging! We are enjoying more time to explore the Farm and more outdoor 
activities now that the weather is more inviting, and the sun is shining!
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CHILDREN’S HOUSE
Osprey: Chrissy Brodeur, Debora McLaughlin, Taylor Hurley
Kingfisher: Julie Hurley, Kathy Caswell, Miriam Valenzuela 
Sandpiper: Lori Churchill, Glowyn Waterhouse, Kate Drapeau
Heron: Norma Anthony, Ann Prince, Chloe Chartier 

We have officially welcomed spring. From bunnies and chicks to ladybugs and butterflies, we have 
celebrated the growth of new things. We have learned about the parts of the flower and how plants 
grow. We have traveled to Africa and learned about the Great Pyramids of Giza and the animals that 
roam the Savannah. In May, the children learned about Australia. Studying the unique animals called 
marsupials and the Great Barrier Reef.  We finished off the year with our study of the animal kingdom, 
learning the difference between vertebrates and invertebrates, categorize animals by class: mammal, 
amphibian, reptile, insect, and fish. Classifying animals will help them refine their discrimination and 
sorting skills. This is a skill that is has been developing using the Sensorial materials. 

Each material in the Sensorial area isolates a different sense, and Dr. Montessori categorized her 
Sensorial materials into eight groupings based on which sense was being used: Visual, Tactile, Baric, 
Thermic, Auditory, Olfactory, Gustatory, and Stereognostic. The lessons and activities provided in the 
Sensorial area of the classroom help children discriminate, classify, and understand the world around 
them. While this may appear very simple, a child’s discovery of these various qualities helps to build 
the foundation for learning in other areas.

For example, when children use the Pink Tower they can discriminate the size of each pink cube from 
the smallest to the largest. The child must go through a multi-step process to prepare to do the work. 
A work rug must be unrolled. Then, taking one cube at a time, the child must navigate the classroom 
from where the Pink Tower is stored to his or her work rug. This takes several trips back and forth, as 
there are 10 cubes.

On an even deeper level, the Pink Tower is an introduction to mathematics. Each tower is made with 
10 pink wooden cubes that increase in size from 1cm cubed to 10cm cubed and represent the base 10 
number system. From the youngest age of 3, children are exposed to the concrete material that later 
helps them understand more advanced mathematical concepts. 

The Math materials are an essential part of the classroom. Each lesson offers a single concept for the 
child to explore, presented concretely and elegantly, with self-correcting elements that allow the child 
to determine independently if they’ve finished the work. The patterns of the Base Ten number system 
are integrated across the classroom like in the Pink Tower in the Sensorial area.

The Math materials begin with specific lessons on numerals and parallel lessons on quantity. These 
initial lessons in Math often follow the same structures of the Sensorial materials with which the child 
has been able to explore. After those foundational experiences with concepts of 1-10, the child moves 
to explorations with the decimal system, then names of numbers between 11 and 19. Similarly, a child 
learns place-value through concrete experiences with series of tens, mastering the idea that, in a Base 
Ten system, each new collection (units, tens, hundreds, thousands, and so on) is just a set of ten of the 
previous collection. 
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KINDERGARTEN

We were happy to welcome 2021! The children returned from December break rested and rein-
vigorated. They were happy to see their friends and reconnect. The kindergarteners were eager to 
learn more of the curriculum and delve into new studies.

In January, we had our virtual science fair. We studied a scientific topic in-depth and learned about 
scientific terminology including experiment, hypothesis, and conclusion.

Next, we started our study of the human body. We traced each of the kindergarteners for this 
project. They colored their body maps to resemble themselves from the color of their eyes to the 
clothes they were wearing. The children labeled the external parts of their body maps. Next, we 
moved on to the internal body parts. We started with a study of the brain and each of the five sens-
es. We explored the digestive, circulatory, respiratory, and skeletal systems and added them to their 
life-size body map. 

Our Safe Touching Program covered car, street, fire, and gun safety. We also discussed strangers, 
getting lost, safe and unsafe touches as well as wanted and unwanted touches. These topics gave 
our students a better understanding of how to get help, how to find a trusted adult and how to dial 
911. The children practiced their phone number and their address. 

During Valentine’s week, our children created and mailed a special handmade valentine day card 
to a kindergarten friend. They practiced writing out an address on an envelope and learned the 
process of how it will be mailed. 

In March, we turned our attention to the earth and beyond. We explored space, learning about the 
phases of the moon, the planets, and the stars. We studied the layers of the earth, the oceans, and 
learned about the water cycle. We completed our study by making a clay globe of the earth.

In April, we learned about plants, photosynthesis, and what parts of plants are some of the com-
mon foods and vegetables that we eat. We discussed pollution in water, land, and air. We learned 
about recycling and what happens to our recyclables after we use them.

Our last long-term project of the year was a study of the animal kingdom. The children made their 
own big animal kingdom book which included a table of contents, pages of the continents, a glos-
sary section, and a key that helps identify the various classifications. We studied a wide variety of 
mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds, insects, and ocean life. The kindergarteners had the oppor-
tunity to draw animals from each of these animal classes on each continent. 

It has been a pleasure to see the kindergarteners learn and grow during the year. They have worked 
so hard at improving their math, language, and handwriting skills. The kindergarteners helped 
their younger classmates and took pride in being role models. They leave the Children’s House 
prepared for first grade and confident in all the future holds. We will miss the kindergarteners and 
wish them luck next year!
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ELEMENTARY I
Patuxet: Mark Benoit and Jessica Conroy
Mattakeesett: Katie Byrne and Lilly Slaytor

At the start of the second half of the year, students were studying early settlers in history. They were intro-
duced to St. Augustine, the oldest town in the US, the lost colony of Roanoke, and Jamestown, the first settle-
ment in Virginia. They also took a deeper look into the relationship between Native Americans and the early 
settlers with diary entries, articles, and other readings. 

Students then shifted their attention to science when we began our study of space. Students were introduced 
to new materials related to space such as constellation matching, planet works, and solar system puzzles. Stu-
dents were excited to create space-themed projects over the course of a few weeks. Students were able to pick 
a topic and become an expert on subjects like black holes, space travel, comets, and so many more creative 
topics.

During the work morning, first-years have been introduced to grammar drawers where they identify parts of 
compound words and suffixes. Second years have been progressing quite quickly though them moving on to 
prefixes and antonyms. Lastly, third years have been finishing them up by learning about homophones. All 
students have been working on parts of speech using grammar boxes and have done an excellent job identify-
ing them in a sentence. 

In math, all students have been working on different kinds of money counting activities from money match-
ing, to coin identifying, and adding and subtracting money. First years were introduced to fractions and were 
quickly able to identify numerators and denominators. Second and third years began more elaborate fraction 
work learning about mixed numbers, adding and subtracting fractions, and multiplying fractions. First years 
were also taught how to read the clock and write the time correctly and are proud to show off their newfound 
skills when they have the opportunity.

Recently, the students have been introduced to Roman Numerals with encouragement from the third years to 
know how to write their birthdays. Third years have been improving their long division skills and working on 
triple-digit multiplication. 

We are proud of all the time and effort these students have given to their work both in school and at home. It 
shows in all of the progress they have made especially in such an unpredictable time in all of our lives. They 
come to school eager and excited and it shows in the way they run into school in the morning with smiles 
shining through their masks. Everybody has done such a wonderful job staying safe, and we greatly appreci-
ate that. We are lucky to be in person. It has been a pleasure seeing Elementary I grow throughout the year. 
We hope you have a fantastic summer filled with activities, friends, good books, and of course lots of laughs. 
Thank you for a wonderful year.
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ELEMENTARY II
ELII: Brianna Batchelor and Nancy Kennedy

With a year filled with both challenges and excitement, the upper elementary students have always 
been joyful and dedicated to making this a year that we will never forget. This year, the Elementary II 
students have come together and created a community that allows them to have fun, be themselves, 
and explore the changing world around them. Their energy and creativity have inspired a lot of the 
work they have done and their success this year. They have worked hard to manage their time, appre-
ciate the growth in their work, and be more open to challenges. They have accomplished so much this 
year, and they have grown and matured into wonderful members of the Bay Farm community.  

In math, many students were able to transition into learning more about the number system, ge-
ometry, and analyzing data. Some students have worked on understanding equivalent fractions and 
working with fractions with different denominators. They have practiced adding and subtracting 
fractions and converting improper fractions to mixed numbers. We have worked on place value and 
understanding their size when compared to a unit. While other students have practiced graphing 
on the coordinate plane and calculating the mean, median, and mode of a data set. In geometry, we 
have worked on identifying shapes and understanding the difference between types of angles, lines, 
segments, and rays. Most recently, we have been working on having the students solidify their under-
standing of the material they have learned this year and apply their knowledge when presented differ-
ently; such as word problems, real-life applications, expressions, and equations. 

The students continued working on improving their grammar and writing skills. Some students have 
been practicing parts of speech, types of sentences, and understanding and using figurative language. 
Students have also continued reading their lit circle books for the year, which have included Fever 
1793, Chains, Hatchet, Code Talkers, Forge, and our community read of Sadako and the Thousand 
Paper Cranes. All of our lit circle books have been tied to our cultural units studying North America 
and Asia. They have practiced studying and using new vocabulary and improving their reading com-
prehension skills. As a class, we discussed the theme of Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, how it 
made us feel, and the young girl and events in history behind the book. Most recently, we have tied our 
study of the periodic table to our creative writing and wrote a story about a hero/villain inspired by an 
element from the periodic table. This final project for the students tied together a lot of the writing and 
research skills that they have practiced this year and created a final story and character that they were 
able to share with the class. 
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grated to North America, and why they would choose to migrate, starting with some of the Early European 
settlements and the mystery of the Roanoke colony to the Pilgrims settling in Plymouth. We transitioned 
into colonial America and how and why slavery came to America. We went over some of our early forms of 
government and how they transitioned into what we have today and the events that lead to the Revolution-
ary War. We went over the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution and what these documents 
meant for our country. We recently discussed changes in technology, the Industrial Revolution, and how it 
helped the country. Our final major topic of the year was a time of slavery and early actions against slavery 
that would ultimately lead to the Civil War. We discussed important people who spoke out against slavery, 
and students were quizzed on significant events, people, and vocabulary, including the Emancipation Proc-
lamation and the Gettysburg Address. 

In Science, we wrapped up our unit on Physics and transitioned into Chemistry. We had an egg drop lab 
to wrap up our Physics unit and review some of the concepts we learned. All students “bought” materials 
and created two mechanisms where an egg would be safe after being dropped from various heights. Their 
first project was to create something that would hold their egg and keep it safe while it fell, and the second 
project was to create something to catch an egg. We also studied how heat transfers with Convection, Con-
duction, and Radiation and experimented with chemical reactions. Our main focus in chemistry was un-
derstanding atomic theory and the periodic table. We discussed how the structure of the atom has changed 
over time, the people who contributed to these discoveries and theories, and what atoms are made up of. 
This helped us transition into studying the periodic table, different elements, and calculating the number of 
protons, neutrons, and electrons that an element has. Our final project of the year had the students choose 
an element from the periodic table and research its characteristics and properties to write a story about a 
hero/villain inspired by their element. Students presented their stories to the class and dressed up as their 
hero/villain to truly make their stories come alive. 

Thank you so much for all of your help and support this year. It has been a privilege to be able to work with 
these students and learn and grow with them in the classroom. It has been a wonderful year in Elementary 
II and we hope you have a great summer! 
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MIDDLE SCHO OL
Middle School: Kelley Kasak-Collins and Jenny Sabados

The Middle School has been in a state of perpetual activity since the new year began.  Between daily 
lessons, projects, and fundraising for the end-of-the-year trip, the students have stretched themselves 
in every way imaginable.

Though math and grammar lessons were given to each student in small groups based on individual 
readiness, the rest of the curriculum was a shared group experience.

This year’s cultural focus has been on U.S. history; the last half of the year has concentrated on 
post-Civil War Reconstruction through the Cold War.  We explored events, people, themes, innova-
tions, culture, and movements that have led us to this place in time in America’s history, and one com-
ponent that all historical advancements had in common was perseverance.  Whether the focus was on 
equality, human rights, the making of laws, or scientific innovations, nothing could have been accom-
plished without sacrifice and hard work. This understanding comes at a time when Middle Schoolers 
are in the formative stages of figuring out who they are, how to get along in this world, what they need 
to do to accomplish their goals, and how their actions impact others.  

History and civics have informed the literature circle choices, homework, and writing assignments 
this term.  Fever 1793, Brown Girl Dreaming, The Night Diary, The Crucible, and Mosquitoland all 
connected students to historical events and teenage experiences which have enabled them to see the 
world through a different lens.  Writers’ Workshop has been used to teach students how to compare 
and contrast, put together a newspaper, analyze other bodies of work, and write research papers.  Each 
student honed these skills through direct practice on a variety of assignments.  Their last assignment 
of the year was writing a research paper that delved into a specific decade from American history and 
then putting together a multimedia presentation showcasing the highlights of their respective decades.  

What teenager doesn’t love music?  As part of their weekly homework assignments, students were 
tasked with choosing a song from a specific decade (beginning with the 1920s), analyzing the mean-
ing, and putting it into historical context.  It was fun to see what impacted their song choices and 
to look at how music changed throughout the century.  When we hit the 1950s, students were also 
charged with interviewing a person who grew up in the decade of focus.  This prompted countless 
wonderful intergenerational conversations that were shared with the class. 

Each student also created a TED-like Talk that dissected an important historical speech.  Some stu-
dents focused on equal rights, others focused on scientific advancements, while still others focused 
on personal integrity.  They looked at the historical significance of each speech and connected it to a 
personal call to action.  After writing their analyses, they memorized and videoed their own speeches 
to share with the class.

This year’s units of study lent themselves well to several ancillary activities.  While field trips supple-
menting our in-class learning weren’t an option this year, we took advantage of other resources.  One 
such opportunity was tuning in to an optional viewing of the Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights documen-
tary series.  Over half the middle school students took part in the after-school showings.  This series 
promoted deep discussions and hopefully prompted our students to involve themselves in good and 
necessary trouble.

The Middle School Science curriculum was jam-packed this Winter and Spring. They began the new 
year with their first unit in Physics with an introduction to force, friction, gravity, and the basic concepts 
of potential and kinetic energy.  Students then built and presented roller coasters to demonstrate their 
understanding.  From there they moved on to the concepts of free fall, mass, acceleration, final velocity, 
and Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion.  Students designed individual contraptions and executed an egg drop 
challenge to demonstrate their ability to calculate each element of the project. After spring break, students 
revisited potential and kinetic energies with a closer look at lab-based learning.  Students saw demonstra-
tions of the difference in gravitational and elastic potential energy and learned to manipulate common 
equations to calculate both answers using mass, height, acceleration, and velocity.  

This Spring we smoothly segued into Chemistry with a review on converting measurements and a look at 
the basic forms of energy and how they are transferred: Solar, Nuclear (Fission vs Fusion), Sound, Light, 
and Heat transferral.  They even moved their knowledge of heat conduction and insulation into Shop class, 
baking ice cream at 400 degrees isolated by meringue in their “Nailed It” challenge.  

Students ended this fun-filled year of science studying matter and molecules, learning the different ways 
that molecules move in liquids, gases, and solids.  They broke down the Periodic Table to understand 
atomic number, position, and classification.  What is an atom and how does it make a molecule?  In their 
final project, students are researching and impersonating an element of their choosing. They will perform 
as their element or as a compound with other classmates, in costume, demonstrating their knowledge 
while creatively becoming the character they imagined their element to be.  What a wonderfully successful 
year this has been for everyone!

This unique and, at times, trying year allowed us to find within ourselves the resolve, humor, and resource-
fulness that enabled us to learn, have fun, and grow in ways that will stick with us forever.  We appreciate 
your belief in us and your willingness to share with us your greatest treasures - these amazing children.
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Artl and
Julie Hawkins

Greetings Friends,

As I reflect on the year, what stands out is that no matter what, we made the best of every situation. I have seen 
the students shine bright as amazing artists, and Artland has not missed a beat. It has been challenging being 
“Art in a cart,” but so worth it in every way. We all did our best and the artwork was absolutely stunning. I am 
so proud of every single student and filled with gratitude to every teacher. It truly has been a year to remember.

Children’s House students remained constant with happy eyes and the joy to create. We explored every art me-
dium and had an absolute artistic and educational blast. They ended the year with ocean prints and our tradi-
tional tie-dying and were ecstatic to tie-dye their shirts. Who knew tie-dying could bring so much joy.

Elementary I students didn’t miss a beat either, and the traveling art to classrooms was made possible with help 
from Katie, Mark, Lily, and Jessica. Everyone was incredibly supportive and helpful. The word GRATITUDE 
rings loud and clear. Winter was a time for clay, and the kids were super excited to be able to follow the same 
curriculum as in Artland, and it was off the charts incredible. We focused on studies of Native American art, 
and their sculptural pieces were fantastic. During spring we continued to delve into our cultural studies of 
Asia, and it was a time watching our talented artists shine bright with artistic expression. In the last weeks of 
school, we regained our tradition of tie-dying, and the students were so excited I thought they were going to 
jump to the moon. I was delighted to see them bursting with enthusiasm.

Elementary II students also rose to the challenge of traveling art, and were helpful and filled with enthusiasm. 
Their artwork was off-the-charts amazing, and they were 100 percent present and on fire with creativity always. 
They too embarked on the clay program and did not miss a beat. They were so excited to be working in clay 
and had an absolute blast. They integrated their studies of Asia into their clay curriculum, and I must say the 
projects were fantastic. I was thrilled with their efforts and incredible talents. I felt their constant joy of artful 
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too ended the year with a splash of color tie-dying, and it was wonderful to see them so inspired.

Middle school artists had a very busy time in art. My cart sure was brimming with many art supplies, as 
they worked in a variety of art mediums and learned about artists and artwork from a variety of places. They 
learned perspective drawing and photography, how to create animation movies using stop motion, how to de-
sign armatures, and they even had a clay program that was inspired by the artist Wayne Thiebaud, who creates 
paintings of cakes and edibles. They designed clay works of their favorite meals. They also went on walking 
trips to beautiful locations to draw and paint. Naturally, they too embarked on the traditional tie-dying of 
designer clothes.

So the year ends. It has been an incredible journey of meeting every challenge along the way and have our art 
stay strong and continue to bring joy. Much applause goes to every student who has lit up the school with their 
unique artistry and expression. 

What’s in store next year? Well... During this time away from the actual Artland room Mike and Tony have 
been renovating and sprucing the place up. Mike is a fine talent, and I can’t wait to show off the art room. Yes, 
the room has been repainted, but Mike left the traditional hand prints adorning the ceiling, and we added a 
few more from this year’s sixth-graders and last year’s sixth graders. You will all love the beautiful renditions, 
and next year we will be back in our Artland home.

I look forward to seeing you in the fall and I hope you have a fabulous summer.

Big Hugs, much Love, and Gratitude, from Julie in Artland
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Jenny Sabados | “Jenny from the SHOP”

This year has brought its challenges and hardships for sure, but with challenge comes perseverance 
and gumption and with hardship comes resilience and resolve.  This is exactly the learning philoso-
phy we strive to teach each student in Shop here at Bay Farm.  What better tool in life than the ability 
to push through difficult challenges, learning to fail, get back up and have fun trying new things?

Elementary I Shop students were all smiles this winter and spring.  They began with an investiga-
tion in Chemistry, learning about density and the movement of molecules making fizzy balloons 
and firework water with the favorite project being their very own lava lamps.  They got really excited 
about Physics in Shop with demonstrations using inertia balls and testing their own center of gravity. 
Students constructed marshmallow/noodle towers with knowledge of weight distribution and made 
parachutes testing air resistance and friction and got busy learning osmosis with “Eggbert the egg”.  
Engineering is always a huge hit with ELI and this semester we packed in lots of hands-on construc-
tion with a purpose.  From learning about the habitat of Mason bees and constructing a personal ro-
bot, to building a magnetometer to investigate the magnetic fields of Mars, Venus, and Earth.  These 
students love to build! This is exactly why we ended the year with Tools 201!  Students watched a 
demonstration of the use of a circular saw and then they used hammers, screwdrivers, hot glue guns, 
and much more building wooden people and anything else they dreamed up.  With the freedom to 
make mistakes, comes true innovation!

Elementary II students, as always, are my true entrepreneurs, always figuring out what they can do 
to reach the world.  They began in January constructing their own robots with a superpower to solve 
a world problem. They learned about yeast and fermentation making bread they donated to a local 
food pantry.  They tested temperature and freezing points with ice and salt making their own individ-
ual ice creams. From there they brought a few physics concepts into the Shop like the center of grav-
ity, inertia and air friction, building towers out of noodles and marshmallows, parachutes, marble 
runs, and pocket slingshots.  These ELII students love to get messy so we couldn’t end the year with 
anything other than just that...a mess.  Students touched on some Chemistry concepts about chemical 
compounds,  precise measurements, and correctly balanced mixtures while making colorful elephant 
toothpaste and gooey putty polymers. There is no fear with ELII when it comes to touching yucky 
things.

the SHOP
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with their community and with their in-class learning.  These students love to bake and help others so 
we kicked off the new year with learning about the science behind yeast as a living organism by making a 
starter and bread to donate to the local food pantry in collaboration with ELII students.  Middle School 
also had the opportunity to learn virtually this semester from MIT alum Janice Kowalczyk working with 
Scratch coding and even got to interview a real astronaut, Jonny Kim, which was a real experience for all. 
Middle School students have been introduced to many different tools and experiences this year, learning 
how to use new technology and applications to produce projects like green screening, basic sewing, iMov-
ie development, and circuit use in LED wearables.  They also have brought their learning in physics and 
chemistry into Shop walking a tightrope using the center of gravity, testing the freezing point of ice, learn-
ing the compounds in elephant toothpaste and putty polymers, insulating ice cream in a 400-degree oven, 
and creating a bubble film large enough to fit the entire class. Phew...and to wrap it all up, they broke out 
the circular saw and drill and constructed two planter boxes for the middle school.  These students can do 
anything you throw at them with a smile.  It’s been an amazing year...even during a pandemic!
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Annabel Chase | Director of Agriculture

At the start of the New Year Children’s House ex-
plored the science of weather and how it affects 
the growing season. We took a look at how and 
why it rains through a classroom experiment 
and then explored ways to prolong the grow-
ing season through mini-greenhouses. We then 
explored nutrition and the healthy foods that 
are grown on the farm and how these healthy 
foods positively affect your body. They learned 
about the “I can eat the whole plant” concept and 
dissected a vegetable plant from root to fruit, no-
ticing that each plant part can be consumed and 
turned into energy! Mid-year saw the introduc-
tion of baby chicks to the Bay Farm flock, much 
to the delight of the children! This allowed CH 
to learn about the chicken life cycle and watch 
the development up close. They eagerly learned 
about the care and necessary environment that 
these animals needed to grow and be healthy. As 
a class, we have planted, observed, cared for, and 
appreciated the environment around us and far 
away, it’s been a good year! 

Elementary I started the New Year exploring 
a day without agriculture. The students were 
allowed to write down all the items of their daily 
life and track them back to their origin. They 

were surprised to learn that many of these daily 
items were derived from agriculture! From their 
breakfast to clothing to personal care products to 
books and pencils and even their furniture, they 
were surprised how many daily items were consid-
ered an agricultural product. We then took these 
items away to see how life would be without them, 
needless to say, the appreciation for the agrarian 
way was apparent! Throughout the year the stu-
dents learned about hunter/ gatherers, nutrition, 
changing of the seasons, and solar energy. They 
took a deeper look into photosynthesis and doc-
umented their observations through a test tube 
experiment. They used their imagination and 
knowledge of the atmosphere to create imagery of 
a farm on Mars (or another planet) and explored 
the otherworldly life of the common earthworm. 
And of course, we made time for our animal 
friends here at Bay Farm, welcoming new chicks 
and rabbits with open arms, grooming and clean-
ing our goats and alpacas, it’s never a dull moment 
here on the farm! 

At the start of the year, ELII students were intro-
duced to alternative farming methods. We talked 
about the global population and its growth and 
how to adequately meet the needs of those people. 
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We explored how conventional farming methods are not sustainable and how other methods should be 
explored such as hydroponics, aquaponics, containment farming, and vertical farming. We set about con-
structing our own hydroponic unit and discussed the pros and cons of growing plants without a soil medi-
um. We talked about sustainability and what that means for both the environment and society. This then led 
to space exploration, what it means for civilization and how we as a society could live in space. We observed 
the growing of food on the SS and the methods the scientific “farmers” were using to cultivate fresh vegeta-
bles without gravity or soil. Very interesting! The rest of the year saw the students exploring animal domesti-
cation, animal welfare, an introduction to nutrition and meal planning, garden design, vermiculture, and an 
end of year “ Green City” challenge where the students group up and conceptualize a sustainable diorama 
incorporating a renewable energy source and growing system! All this while never forgetting their farmyard 
chores, keeping our Bay Farm animals and gardens healthy and happy!

As we entered the second half of the New Year, Middle School explored the science of ecology and how it af-
fects agriculture and society. We looked at different biomes and resources that affect farming and worldwide 
food production. To accentuate the precious balance needed to support a thriving and diverse ecology the 
students constructed a biosphere out of recycled plastic bottles. They then observed how, when sealed from 
outside microbes, the biosphere could sustain its own life. They were then introduced to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, where they explored many insights to establishing sustainable farming practices that 
in turn would support a healthy environment worldwide. We examined alternative farming methods such 
as hydroponics,  aquaponics, vertical, and containment farming. The class then studied the effects of GMOs 
and what pros and cons are associated with this practice. We took a look at DNA and how the strains can be 
manipulated to create a modified species. The students were excited to then extract  DNA successfully from 
strawberries in an in-class experiment. As the year progressed the class learned about animal welfare, nu-
trition and disease, food labeling, and the global food economy. In between, we took time to care for the res-
ident Bay Farm animals, plant potatoes, and learn some healthy cooking habits! It’s been a wonderful year!
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L ibrary
Kristen Boonisar | Library 

Our weekly Bay Farm library classes include all students in Children’s House and Elementary I. Our 
pupils are engaged and interactive participants in the realm of suitable children’s literature.
 
The winter and spring book choices afforded our younger students an opportunity to explore content 
and characters. Our reading selections culminated with an emphasized message of social or moral im-
portance. Some of the numerous books shared were: Shy Charles, Gregory’s Shadow, The Gigantic Turnip, 
The Character in the Book, Make Way for Ducklings, I Hear A Pickle, Franny B Kranny There’s A Bird In 
Your Hair, Edward the Emu, Honey Honey Lion, and Sylvester and the Magic Pebble. 

In addition to listening to stories, we wiggled and danced to catchy upbeat kid’s songs that correlated 
with our book of the week. “The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more you learn 
the more places you’ll go.”- Dr. Seuss

In early January, Elementary I students began a five-week unit focused on Tall Tales. They learned to de-
termine the elements of a Tall Tale. They concentrated on Paul Bunyan, The Dog with the Polka Dot Tail, 
Totem Tale, a Tall Tale from Alaska. Library Lil, and The Hungry Coat. All grade levels worked to name 
and illustrate the hero’s problem and exaggeration in each tale. 

Audio segments of author Patricia Polacco speaking to elementary students highlighted several of our 
lessons. They heard her books Meteor, Thank you, Mr.Falker, The Graves Family, and Aunt Chip And The 
Great Triple Creek Dam Affair. We had guided group discussions of the books Serendipity, Ron’s Big Mis-
sion, and Queen of the Falls in the last weeks of school. 

We were delighted to invite alumnus Connor Mercer to visit in late May. Connor shared his informed 
knowledge, rocket models, and enthusiasm about all things space to an eager, Elementary I audience.
 

 “Reading should not be presented to children as 
a chore or duty. It should be offered to them as a 
precious gift.”              - Kate Di Camillo
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Spanish
Carla Deresendes-Castro | Spanish Teacher

Children’s House: This year has been a very different year to teach this little group. COVID-19 pushed 
every teacher to think outside of the box and create new systems, new ways to teach our students safely. 
In Spanish, the students kept learning about how to greet in Spanish, about animals, colors, numbers, and 
feelings, but this time they learned more words to be able to give more complete answers. 

I introduced new songs “Mi cuerpo hace música” (Spanish Montessori song about body parts), some of 
these songs are the Spanish version of English songs that they already knew, like “Cabeza, hombros, pier-
nas, pies” (Head, shoulders, knees, and toes) and “Si estas Feliz, feliz aplaude asi” (If you are happy, hap-
py, clap your hands) to start to build a bilingual base. Every one of our kiddos enjoyed singing, dancing, 
playing games, and learning these new words through these songs. 

ELI: The second part of the year was the best part to share with this great group of students. We knew each 
other more and some of the first graders were more prepared to read and write, facilitating their process 
of learning the Spanish language. Body parts were one of their favorite units to learn. We watched fun-
ny videos to learn these parts, we learned songs and we did a ton of writing games. Then we learned the 
basics of time in Spanish: Que hora es? (what time is it?). Then we jumped on numbers, Mattakeesett and 
Patuxet enjoyed playing and writing on little boards, practicing the written area of the language. The farm 
and animals were our last unit. Bingo games, dominos, funny videos were part of our classes during the 
last period of the school year. It was a blast seeing them advancing in Spanish.

ELII: We ran a marathon with this group of kiddos. In the second part of the year, we advanced so far 
in the Spanish language. Originally I had five units to teach them. My best surprise was they were eager 
to learn well and quickly. We ended up learning eight units. Las estaciones del año, el tiempo, días de la 
semana, ¿que hora es?, numeros 1-300, Sentimientos, partes del cuerpo, descripción de personas ( Season 
of the year, The weather, days of the week, what time is it?, numbers 1-300, Feelings, body parts, people’s 
description). El II students gained a ton of vocabulary, a great foundation to start to talk soon in Spanish. 
They definitely were a blast this year.

Middle School: Pronombres interrogativos y Palabras Interrogativas (Interrogative pronouns and Inter-
rogative words) took a big part of the last trimestre. Students learned main words used for questions (que, 
cuando, como, cuanto, porque, etc), recognizing subject, verb, predicate, and main differences between 
English and Spanish. In our cultural exchange, students chose one of many different Spanish-speaking 
countries to speak about their lifestyle, food, and money. Then we enjoyed during our classes watching 
their videos totally in Spanish. Vocabulary was the protagonist of the last part of the school year. Parts 
of the body, most used phrases, people’s description, sports, la familia, and the opposites, were the main 
addition to the previous knowledge acquired. Students learned to create more elaborated sentences and 
ended the school year writing a paragraph in Spanish. 

Gracias por un 

año maravilloso!
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Music
Rachel Beauregard | Music

Joining the Bay Farm family in the middle of such a challenging year for humanity has only made me 
feel more honored to share music with these students as they continue to shine through the most unusu-
al of circumstances.  Though rules and regulations surrounding the pandemic made the performing arts 
particularly difficult to navigate, their spirit and commitment to trying something different, something 
new, inspired me beyond my expectations.

This Spring in Toddler House, students have been exercising their shaker egg skills along with our ‘Hello 
Song’ and engaging their rhythmic movement skills to ‘Shake the Sillies Out”.  The toddlers have also ex-
perimented with a variety of instruments, such as chimes, triangles, drums, Boomwhackers, and mixed 
percussion from Africa.  To exercise student’s vocalization, we’ve been singing “Oh Mister Sun” and 
utilizing their growing coordination skills to sync up hand movements to the words as they’re sung.  

In Children’s House, students began the new year learning about musical instrument families.  They 
got to see or try an instrument from each family and practice identifying and categorizing them based 
on their sound or visual appearance.  Next, the students became familiar with some common musical 
notes.  Through call and response chants and visual aids, students were soon creating rhythmic lines that 
they were able to play, clap, or express verbally.  Once they established a base knowledge of instruments 
and rhythm, the year finished off with an exploration of dance and music from regions they had studied 
throughout the Spring.  Students were able to identify what instruments were prevalent in which regions 
and recognize rhythms in the songs we danced to.  We were able to discuss music and dance as a form of 
enjoyment and expression in any culture.

In Elementary 1, the students truly astounded me with their ability to grasp the complexities of music 
theory.  From the start of the new year, the classes were able to put into practice their knowledge of the 
Grand Staff to read notes and rests on the Treble and Bass Clef, identify time signatures, create rhythms 
and melodies, and play pieces of music on the large floor piano.  Following the music theory unit, the 
students began to explore musical genres, engaging in elevated discussions of instrumentation and the 
‘feel’ of songs.  One of Elementary 1’s favorite class games is ‘Genre Corners,’ in which students hear a 
song, move to stand near a poster of what genre they believe the song to be, and then express their opin-
ion to the class.  Some students even stand between genres and give impressive speeches on why a song 
cannot be placed into one category alone, therefore proving that style is a personal perception.  Nearing 
the end of the academic year, students got to vocalize more together and exercise their rhythmic move-
ment skills while sharing their personal taste in music with their peers. 

In Elementary 2, students began expressing their individuality through songwriting.  Along with their 
weekly rehearsals on ukulele or guitar, students engaged in writing exercises that strengthened their lyr-
ical expression through color, emotion, and literary devices.  After February break, students were chal-
lenged to recall what they had previously learned about music theory and apply it to their instruments, 
practicing identifying notes on the Grand Staff, learning the C Major scale, and reading chord charts and 
tablature (tab) for their favorite songs.  Students got to exercise their ensemble vocal skills as the year 
neared an end and came together for a rendition of “Dear Theodosia” from Hamilton.  Their experience 
recording this song also allowed them to glimpse the producing medium. 
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Middle School began the Spring with the same songwriting unit as ELII, and four of the songs written by 
small groups from these exercises were chosen to be developed by the class as a band.  We only managed 
to get through two of them, but “Groovy Beets,” a song inspired by the color purple, was arranged, played, 
and recorded by the class.  The group also storyboarded, filmed, and edited a music video for the afore-
mentioned tune.  “Applesauce and Turquoise Cabinets,” another color tune, was arranged, played, and 
recorded by the class.  These projects allowed the students to engage in all areas of the music production 
process and strengthen their musical skills on instruments they had previously played or had just picked 
up this year.  

As this unusual school year draws to a close, we look, hopefully, towards a more recognizable fall, filled 
with concerts, plays, and smiles without plexiglass in between us.  It has been an honor to be in person 
with these children through a year filled with so much isolation.  Thank you to the students, families, and 
staff for welcoming me into the Bay Farm family.  Have a beautiful summer, and keep creating!
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Celebrating the End of an Unusual Year
FIELD DAY 2021

Field Day 2021 looked a bit different this year but the fun remained the same. Students from all 
levels enjoyed time outdoors, playing games, enjoying music, bubbles, face paint, and more. We 
even had an ice cream truck visit for a end-of-the-year treat. We wish we could have invited par-
ents to join us for Field Day as we have in the past, but we look forward to all of the events we have 
planned for 2021-2022 school year where we can connect in-person again. Thank you to everyone 
for an amazing year! 
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Advancement & Engagement

To bridge the gap between our tuition revenue and the true cost of a Bay Farm education, the fundrais-
ing program at Bay Farm is no different than any other not-for-profit educational institution. To give the 
school financial security and stability, we seek gifts and grants from individuals, corporations, and founda-
tions. These generously donated funds provide the necessary support for educational programming, finan-
cial aid grants, the school’s operational budget, as well as for maintenance and improvement of our campus 
and facilities. 

The Bay Farm Fund is an opportunity to show support for Bay Farm’s mission and helps guarantee a bright 
future for the school and all of our students. A donation to the Bay Farm Fund supports our programs, 
retention of our skilled, motivated, and caring faculty, care for our campus and facilities - in short, every 
element of our school.

We want to say “Thank You” to everyone who contributed this year. 

Your Support Matters
Visit Give.BayFarm.Info 

to contribute today.

$43,352.15 
$6,000 
$19,091 

Total Net Amount Raised: $54,424.34

Bay Farm Fund

Legacy Stone Campaign

Gala on the Screen Virtual Auction

C e l e b r a t i n g  O u r
G r a d u a t e s  -  2 0 2 1

Ava McNeil 

Grace McTighe-Tassinari

On the evening of June 9, we celebrated our 
2021 Middle School class and honored our two 
graduates who will begin their High School 
journey in September. It felt amazing to gather 
in-person and celebrate the accomplishments of 
Ava and Grace. We wish them the very best as 
they start their next chapter at Silver Lake High 
School and Falmouth Academy in the fall. 
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C ONNECTED

@bayfarmma
/bayfarmmontessoriacademy
/bayfarmmontessori

J O Y  •  P U R P O S E  •  C O M PA S S I O N

Have news to share in the Bay Farm beat?
Have news you’d like to share with the Bay Farm community, hosting an event, or have an 

announcement? Send in your news! 
Bay Farm Beat submissions can be sent to Alyssa Good at alyssag@bfarm.org.


