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Good Afternoon, 

 

I hope this finds you in the midst of a relaxing and enjoyable summer. I would like to update you 

on several administrative changes within the Cresskill School District.  

 

We welcome Dr. Dayle Collins as the new Edward H. Bryan School Principal. Dr. Collins is a 

former Cresskill graduate who is thrilled to be returning to her former community. She comes to 

our district as the former principal of the Lillian M. Steen School in Bogota, which was just 

named a 2020 National Blue Ribbon School. Dr. Collins brings a myriad of accomplishments 

which include developing social-emotional student programs, extensive curriculum development 

experience, and creating new after-school programs for students. I am thrilled to have Dr. Collins 

as part of our administrative team, and she will officially be joining Cresskill at the end of 

August.  

 

I am very happy to announce the promotion of Mrs. Jill Kurek to the position of Elementary 

School Assistant Principal. Mrs. Kurek has worked in Cresskill since 2007, serving our district in 

wonderful fashion through a variety of roles that include Middle/High School mathematics 

teacher, K-12 Mathematics Supervisor, K-12 World Language Supervisor, and District Testing 

Coordinator. Mrs. Kurek professionalism, administrative versatility, and creativity have been 

huge assets to both the students and staff over her 14-year Cresskill career. I am thrilled that our 

Bryan & Merritt School communities will have the opportunity to work even closer with an 

outstanding Cresskill educator.   

 

We welcome Ms. Lemma Taha to our district as our new High/Middle School Assistant 

Principal. Ms. Taha comes to us as a long-time guidance counselor in the Pascack Valley 

District. Besides her extensive experience in the guidance department, Ms. Taha has a very 

impressive background working on the school safety team, conducting collaborative teacher 

evaluations, leading student discipline meetings, and building the master schedule. Ms. Taha is 

already in the district preparing for the upcoming school year with our administration. 

 

Mr. Tom Krenn will be joining our district as the Interim Director of Guidance. Mr. Krenn 

brings over 20 years of experience working at Northern Valley-Demarest both as a guidance 

counselor and Director of Guidance. He also has over ten years of experience working as the 

Director of Guidance for St. Joseph’s of Montvale. Mr. Krenn will join our district through the 

remainder of the calendar year as we complete our search for a full-time Director of Guidance.  
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I am very happy to announce the promotion of Mrs. Judy Beekman to K-12 Supervisor of 

World Language/ESL. Mrs. Beekman has served our district at an elite level in multiple 

capacities. She has served as District Coordinator for Bilingual Programs, ESL Testing 

Coordinator, International Day Coordinator, and is a two-time Teacher of the Year recipient. 

Besides her supervisory duties, Mrs. Beekman will also maintain a teaching schedule in the 

elementary schools.  

 

We welcome Mrs. Grace Chun to Cresskill in the role of K-12 Supervisor. Mrs. Chun joins us 

from the Leonia School District with a robust background in Middle School Language Arts. She 

is a certified reading specialist and was the 2017 Leonia Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Chun also 

brings a wealth of experiences as a member of her former district’s Leadership Team and School 

Culture Committee. She has already been working in the district since early July and has been a 

strong contributor to the summer professional development work with our staff.    

 

Please join me in welcoming this talented group of educators to their new positions.  

  

Kind Regards,  

Michael Burke 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

     

 


