Minutes of Regular Meeting

The Board of Trustees
Bloomington Independent School District



A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Bloomington Independent School District was held Monday, October 19, 2015, beginning at 6:30 PM in the Board Room,  2781 FM 616,  Bloomington, Texas.

Board members present were Gil Gonzalez, Raymond Martinez, John Ellsworth, Javier Chavana, Bacilio Cantu and Joe Canales Jr.  John Mendez Jr. was absent.

Others attending the meeting were Delores Warnell, Kellye Chavana, Misty Brasfield, David Thamm, Edna Salinas, Brenda DeLaRosa, Monica Ureste, Lina Moore, Jesse Garcia, Leticia Solis, and Louise Escalante-Torres.

1.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

John Ellsworth, Vice-President, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Raymond Martinez opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and Gil Gonzalez led attendees in the Lord’s Prayer.

2.
Public Comments

There were no public comments.


3.
Consider BHS Student of the Month

The Bloomington High School student of the Month is Edward “E.J. “Licerio.  Mrs. Lina Moore, Principal of BHS, spoke of the accomplishments he has made in school.
He was presented a plaque and a gift card from BISD.


4.
Consider BES Shining Star Student

A.
Aracely Pineda

Aracely Pineda was recognized by Ms. Edna Salinas, Principal of Bloomington Elementary, as the Shining Star of BES for the month of October.  She was praised of her work ethics and grades.  She was presented a plaque and gift card from BISD.
 

5.
Consider Employee of the Month

A.
Leticia Solis, BES Teacher
Mrs. Leticia Solis was nominated by fellow employees for her dedication to her students in helping them to succeed, but also the assistance she gives to other teachers not just on her campus (BES), but Placedo Elementary as well.   She was presented a bouquet of flowers from Ms. Edna Salinas, her principal, and a gift certificate from BISD.  


6.
Consent Agenda

A.
Approve Minutes for September 21, 2015 Regular Meeting

B.
Finance

1.
Accounts Payable

2.
Finance Report

3.
Investment Report

4.
Substitute Report

C.
Departmental and Campus Report of Previous Month and Upcoming Activities- Business Manager, Athletic, Cafeteria, Maintenance, Technology, School Health, Accountability, Campus Principals and Superintendent.

Gil Gonzalez made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  Bacilio Cantu seconds the motion.
Motion passed unanimously.


7.
Consider Accountability Update

A.
Whitney Russell and Louise Torres

Louise Torres presented to the Board the projects that she and whitney 
are working on as they prepare for a 6 weeks test that will be given to students the week of November 16th.  This test will differ from the previous benchmark test given earlier because this will cover the things taught so far this year.  The results of this test will then be used by the teachers to create an action plan in which they will review with their principal.  The principals will meet with Ms. Warnell to go over the action plans for their campus. 


8.
Consider Update for Enhancement/GT Plans

A.
Brenda Delarosa and Monica Ureste

Ms. De La Rosa and Ms. Ureste spoke on the afterschool programs being implemented at BES based on voluntary participation by students.  The new online programs being offered by Region 3 are free of charge to participating districts.  Fifth grade students will produce a book trailer with students from another school district.  The other program being offered to students will be looking into using Legos, robotics, creative thinking and working as team.  Students participating will be nominated by teachers meeting certain criteria to participate.


9.
Consider BISD Local School Wellness Policy

Delores Warnell, Superintendent, informed the board members that the BISD Local School Wellness Policy had been presented to the board but there was a change that was made by the SHAC Committee.  It reads under section G. Fundraising Activities “During the school day, each campus will be permitted to have a maximum of six days on which they may sell food and beverages that do not meet the “Smart Snacks in Schools” guidelines provided that no specially exempted food or beverages may be sold in competition with school meals or in the food service area during the meal seal service.”

Bacilio Cantu made a motion to accept the Wellness Policy as presented.  Gil Gonzalez seconds the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously.


10.
Consider Technology Update

A.
David Thamm

Delores Warnell included in the boardbook a list from October 2014 of the technology plans for the district for 2015.  Each board member had a list provided by David Thamm, Technology Director, of the projects completed as of today and the items that still need to be finished.  Delores explained that there will be technology training provided throughout the year for teachers for the new software and devices purchased for classrooms.
  

11.
Consider Campus Attendance Plans

Delores Warnell explained that each campus has an attendance plan with incentives to encourage students to attend school, be on time, and ready to learn.  Students with perfect attendance for the first six weeks were recently rewarded with a five dollar gift certificate to Peter Piper Pizza.  Attendance plans also reflect what action is taken by the campus for student absences.


12.
Team of 8 Training Date

Delores Warnell told the board members that Thursday, November 5 will be the Team of 8 Training with Dr. Bob Thompson from Lamar University.  Training time was set for 5:00 pm.


13.
Consider Partnership with UHV and Invista

Delores Warnell presented information on the UHV/Invista Math app where is Bloomington Elementary will the first pilot school.   UHV developed an educational app “Math Castle” which was designed by UHV graduate students and math education professor Barba Patton.  Invista provided a $25,000 grant to fund this project.  This app will provide a fun way for students in second through fifth grade improve their math skills.  The app will provide motivation to disengaged students and remove math anxiety.  It will teach basic computation skills, which gives the teacher time to develop math vocabulary and problem solving abilities.  It also connects students with 21st century technology.  
   

14.
Consider Rent on District Houses

Delores Warnell stated that she was asked to put this on the agenda.  She then turned this over to Misty Brasfield.  Misty Brasfield stated that no superintendent has ever paid rent for a district house.  Bacilio Cantu was asking for the rent on the new district house to be 1% of the cost.  Gil Gonzalez said that the house should be used as an incentive to recruit future superintendents.  Misty stated that in April 2015 the board agreed to purchase the district house ad no rent would be charged.  

No action was taken.


15.
Consider Baseball/Softball Field

A.
Water Well Bid

Misty Brasfield asked the board if they wanted to vote on fixing the baseball /softball field including the water well once the check comes in from the county from the FEMA gym project instead of putting this on each board agenda.  She stated that by taking the vote now, if the check came in the next week we would be able to begin right away without waiting to the next meeting.

Gil Gonzalez made a motion to fix/repair the baseball/softball fields including the water well not to exceed $50,000.  Raymond Martinez seconds the motion.

Motion passed 5-1(Ellsworth against)


The Board entered Executive Session at 7:30 pm.



16.
Personnel Employment, Resignations, Assignments, Evaluations, Reassignments, Duties or Discipline (Texas Government Code §551.074)

A.
Bloomington Middle School Teacher


 
             The Board reconvened at 7:49 pm

             No action was taken during closed session.


Meeting adjourned at 7:51 pm.





   ______________________________
______________________________
Board President
Board Secretary


