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Students, Parents and Guardians, 

 

It is my hope that this letter finds you well rested and ready to begin another school year. As we 

look to the beginning of the year the State of Ohio has been experiencing an uptick in the number 

of Covid-19, Delta variant, cases and the Ohio Department of Health along with the Ohio 

Department of Education have put forth some guidance for returning to school. This letter will 

give a brief synopsis of these recommendations. The full document can be found on our website 

at ridgedaleschools.org These recommendations do not include the new CDC guidance for mask 

wearing indoors by all individuals regardless of vaccination status. 

 

Fully Vaccinated Individuals: 

 

• You can resume activities that you did prior to the pandemic. 

• You can resume activities without wearing a mask or staying 6 feet apart, except where 

required by federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations. 

• People who are fully vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine after contact with someone 

who had COVID-19 unless they have symptoms. 

• Orders are still place for mandated mask wearing on public transportation.  So, at this 

time all students will be required to wear a mask while riding any school 

transportation.  If this order is removed, Ridgedale School District will also remove this 

mandate. 

• If you travel in the United States, you do not need to get tested before or after travel or 

self-quarantine after travel. 

• You do NOT need to self-quarantine after arriving in the United States. 

• If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, you do NOT need to stay away 

from others or get tested unless you have symptoms. 

• You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19, especially if you’ve been around 

someone who is sick. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested, stay 

home and away from others. 

• People who have a condition or are taking medications that weaken the immune system, 

should continue to take all precautions recommended for unvaccinated people until 

advised otherwise by their healthcare provider. 

 



People who are NOT fully vaccinated: 

• Strongly recommended to wear masks at all times, especially indoors and in crowded 

settings. 

• Orders are still place for mandated mask wearing on public transportation.  Thus, all 

students will be required to wear a mask while riding any school transportation.  If 

this order is removed, Ridgedale Local School District will recommend that students 

who are not fully vaccinated continue to wear masks. 

• Notify the School and Quarantine if you have been in close contact within 6 feet of 

someone for a total of 15 minutes or more) with someone who has COVID-19. If both 

parties have been wearing a mask consistently and correctly and appropriate distancing 

was in place, the student may continue to attend school.  If the students were not wearing 

masks and distancing, the quarantine procedures will be in place. 

o Quarantine recommendations: 

▪ CDC recommends to quarantine for 14 days after your last contact with a 

person who has COVID-19. 

▪ Watch for fever (100.4◦F), cough, shortness of breath, or other symptoms 

of COVID-19. 

▪ If possible, stay away from people you live with, especially people who 

are at higher risk for getting very sick from COVID-19. 

o After quarantine: 

▪ Watch for symptoms until 14 days after exposure. 

▪ If you have symptoms, immediately self-isolate and contact your local 

public health authority or healthcare provider. 

o You may shorten your quarantine: 

▪ After day 10 without symptoms and testing 

▪ After day 7 after receiving a negative test result (test must occur on day 5 

or later) 

Anyone testing Positive for COVID are to notify the school and isolate themselves from 

others. 

• Isolation is used to separate people infected with COVID-19 from those who are not 

infected. 

• People who are in isolation are to stay home until it’s safe for them to be around others. 

At home, anyone sick or infected is to separate from others, stay in a specific “sick room” 

or area, and use a separate bathroom (if available). 

• What to do: 

o Monitor your symptoms. If you have an emergency warning sign (including 

trouble breathing), seek emergency medical care immediately. 

o Stay in a separate room from other household members, if possible. 

o Use a separate bathroom, if possible. 

o Avoid contact with others. 

o Don’t share personal household items, like cups, towels, and utensils. 

o Wear a mask when around other people if able. 



• Schools, to extent which is allowable by applicable privacy laws, are to report new 

diagnoses of COVID-19 to their local health department. 

I think or know I had COVID-19, and I had symptoms: 

• You can be around others after: 

o 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 

o 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and 

o Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving* 

*Loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery and need not delay the 

end of isolation 

*Note that these recommendations do not apply to people with severe COVID-19 or with 

weakened immune systems (immunocompromised). 

I tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms: 

• If you continue to have no symptoms, you can be with others after 10 days have passed 

since you had a positive viral test for COVID-19. 

• If you develop symptoms after testing positive, follow the guidance above for “I think or 

know I had COVID-19, and I had symptoms.” 

What does it mean to be Fully Vaccinated? 

 

People are considered fully vaccinated:   

• 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna 

vaccines, or 

• 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine 

As you can see many of the protocols for a positive Covid-19 test and quarantine are the same as 

last school year. Ridgedale will be responsible for quarantining students and staff that are 

unvaccinated and have been exposed to a person that has tested positive throughout the school 

year or until new guidance has been provided by ODH or the CDC. The school district will not 

ask about vaccination status and will rely on the family to be forthright in communicating any 

Covid-19 exposure or positive test. At this point there is no mask mandate however, as always, 

these recommendations are subject to change at any time. If you should have any questions 

regarding any of these recommendations or any other school related topic please call the 

Ridgedale Board Office at 740-382-6065 or email Mr. Britton at rbritton@ridgedaleschools.org. 

Sincerely, 

Robert A. Britton, Superintendent 

Ridgedale Local Schools 

 

mailto:rbritton@ridgedaleschools.org

