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Star City School District COVID-19 Guidelines & Q&A’s 2021-2022

Star City School District will follow the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) guidelines and
the Arkansas Ready for Learning report issued by the Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education in planning for re-opening in the fall. We hope the following information helps answer
many of the questions you may have about the 2021-2022 school year.

Our goal will be to provide as safe an experience as possible that includes a rich educational
experience, with opportunities for social interaction and extra curricular activities while adhering
to guidelines provided by the Arkansas Department of Health.

Students benefit from in-person learning, and safely returning to in-person instruction in the fall
2021 is a priority!

What is the first day for students?
School will begin on August 16, 2021.

Will Star City School District offer Virtual Learning this year?
No, all students will be required to attend class on-site Mondays through Fridays. Instruction will
be face-to-face unless a student is under quarantine.

Who will be required to wear masks?
Masks are required to be worn by all students K-12 and all staff members while indoors,
when six feet social distancing cannot be maintained. Masks will also be required on all
school buses. All visitors on campus must wear a mask indoors.

Do we need to provide masks for my student or will one be provided?
The district will provide a mask if requested or if a student does not have one.

How normal will the day be for a student?
Our goal is for your student(s) to have as normal of a day as possible while we also provide as
much safety as possible. Students will not remain in the same classroom all day and will be able
to transition from one class to another. Our staff will encourage social distancing as much as
feasible in all environments.

Will social distancing guidelines be observed?
The CDC recommends people maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between students
within classrooms or indoor space. Social distancing will be observed as much as feasibly
possible but at times students will be closer than the recommended distance. When social
distancing of six feet cannot be maintained students are required to wear masks.
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How will the District Respond to Confirmed Positive Cases?
Star City School District is still responsible for responding to confirmed cases within
the school district and identifying close contacts/quarantines. Under this updated guidance, there
are factors that change prior rules for quarantine.

● Students and Staff who are wearing a mask may now be exempt as close contacts in K-12
schools if both the confirmed and exposed individuals are properly masked. This has to
be verified.

● A fully vaccinated individual does not need to stay at home following close contact
exposure to a test-confirmed individual if certain conditions are met.

● Individuals who previously have had COVID-19 and recovered and are within 90 days of
their original diagnosis may not have to quarantine.

If Staff or Students are Vaccinated will they have to quarantine if they are a close contact?
Any individuals that meet one or more of the criteria below DO NOT have to quarantine:

● Individuals who are within 90 days of having tested positive;
● Individuals who are considered fully vaccinated (post 2 weeks of vaccination for single

dose vaccine and post 2 weeks of the second dose for a two-dose vaccine.)

How will students who are quarantined complete their school work?
Students who are required to quarantine or isolate according to ADH will complete work using
the school-issued electronic device through either google classroom or paper packets sent to
them. Students will be accustomed to completing work this way, since this same method is used
daily in school.

Will my child be expected to complete school work while they are quarantined?
If a student is quarantined but has not tested positive for COVID-19, the student will be required
to complete all school work and submit the work according to the due dates assigned. If a student
is quarantined and has tested positive for COVID-19, the parent/guardian will communicate with
the building principal to establish when the student is healthy enough to complete work at home.
At that time, assignments and due dates will be adjusted. As in the case of any other illness, the
work will need to be completed.

If a student comes to school sick, what will happen?
If a student comes to school sick, the school nurse will screen the student.  If the nurse feels the
child is sick and following the ADH guidance, the student will be sent home and will need to be
fever free for 48 hours without medication, before returning to school. When the child returns to
school they will check in with the school nurse.

Will we have an open house?
We plan to host a normal open house this year. Dates and times have been shared on our district
social media platforms and will be shared again as the date approaches. If plans for this change
we will communicate those changes via our social media and website.
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Will students be able to participate in extracurricular activities and sports in the fall?
We anticipate sports activities in the fall with possible modifications as required by the ADH. At
this time, we are still awaiting updated guidance and will share that information as it becomes
available.

What special precautions will be implemented in regard to cleaning and sanitizing?
Sanitation and cleanliness will be a high priority for our district as we return in the fall. We will
have staff clean high touch surfaces (door knobs, light switches, etc.) and restrooms on a
continuous basis throughout the day. We have also purchased disinfectant sprays to quickly
sanitize rooms between usage. We will also provide time for hand washing and hand sanitizer
throughout our campuses. Students will be asked to sanitize their hands each time they leave and
enter a new space.

What happens if we have school closures again?
If schools close again, a plan for at-home learning using various methods of alternative
instruction that would include both print and electronic devices and programs has been
developed, in an effort to combat lost instructional time. This plan includes using Google
Classroom to submit assignments. Teachers will utilize Google Classroom to deliver instruction
in most cases, and students will learn how to use this Learning Management System by
participating in lessons throughout the week while at school. Blended learning that includes both
on-site traditional instruction and digital instruction will become the norm. This approach will
allow students who might be ill or quarantined for a limited amount of time to continue their
education even if they are not physically present in the classroom.

What advice do you have for students with special needs (Special Education, 504, Dyslexia,
etc)) or students with weakened immune systems and pre-existing conditions?
The district will be prepared to accommodate students through both onsite and offsite instruction
with special needs if needed. Assignments will be based on the learning goals set forth in each
child's IEP. Teachers will modify assignments based on the student's individual needs.

Teachers will develop, review, and document assignments based on the child's IEP. Special
Education Teachers will be available during a predetermined time frame for electronic office
hours to interact online or over the phone with parents or students.

Contingency Learning Plans (CLP) have been created by Special Education Teachers with
support from the Special Education Supervisor. These CLP's will be reviewed to determine if the
student needs additional accommodations in order to be successful for virtual or remote learning.
The CLP's will be reviewed to determine if any accommodation would not be appropriate for
remote learning.
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Related services(speech therapy, occupational therapy and physical therapy)will be addressed
through paper-based materials and online instruction. The therapist will make decisions based on
the specific needs of the student and the availability of internet services.

Other related services such as personal care, paraprofessionals and transportation will not be
available during AMI instructional days. The District will provide programs to students who
have identified as EL, Migrant and Dyslexic. These services will continue using a variety of
communication tools.

Any of these above items are subject to change depending on new guidance and information
released by the CDC and/or Arkansas Department of Health, or The SCSD Board takes action. If
you have any additional questions, please contact your child’s Building Principal.

Latest Update: 8-13-2021
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