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PARENT/GUARDIAN CODE OF CONDUCT 

Both parenting and coaching are challenging, however, both roles share a common goal in the 
Dayton-Waitsburg Athletic Combine: the success of your child.  The better everyone understands 
this motivation – and the more clearly communicated everyone’s role is – the better equipped 
everyone will be to accomplish this goal. 

The purpose of the following Code of Conduct is to develop supportive, positive role models for 
our Athletic Program.  Parents and guardians are an integral part of that process when the 
following criteria are met, and so only athletes whose parents/guardians have agreed to abide by 
these criteria will be allowed to participate in Dayton-Waitsburg combined athletic programs. 

As a parent/guardian of a Dayton-Waitsburg Student Athlete I will: 

 Provide only positive support, care, and encouragement to my student, their team, 
coaches, and school. 

 Provide only positive support and encouragement to their opponents, their coaches, and 
their school. 

 Maintain positive behavior and a positive attitude at all athletic competitions. 

 Respect the position and professionalism of the game officials. 

 Refrain from the use of foul language. 

 Refrain from yelling criticism at my student, their teammates, and coaches. 

 Refrain from making derogatory comments to players, other parents, game officials, or 
school administrators. 

 Refrain from interfering with the coaches. 

 Allow the coach to be responsible for my child during practices, games, and team 
functions. 

 Assist in providing for student safety. 

 Sign and submit, with accurate information, all required forms for participation in athletics. 

 Abide by all rules and guidelines of both the Dayton and Waitsburg School Districts. 

 

PARENT/COACH RELATIONSHIP 

COMMUNICATION YOU CAN EXPECT FROM YOUR CHILD’S COACH 

 Names and information of all members of their coaching staffs, and which coaches may 
be specifically working with your child. 

 Expectations the coaches have for your child. 

 Location and times of all practices, games, and team functions. 

 Team requirements, fees, special equipment, off-season conditioning, and any team-
specific rules. 

 Notification and follow up procedures should your child be injured during a practice or 
game. 

 Disciplinary procedures resulting from your child’s actions, which may include removal 
from the team. 
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COMMUNICATION YOUR CHILD’S COACH EXPECTS FROM YOU 

 Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance of the potential conflict. 

 Specific medical problems which may adversely affect your child’s performance or safety. 

 Specific concerns regarding a coach’s philosophy and/or expectations. 

Coaches expect these to be communicated directly to them and not via social media or second-
hand through another person. 

 

APPROPRIATE CONCERNS TO DISCUSS WITH COACHES 

 The physical and mental treatment of your child. 

 Insights about your child which may help the coach better motivate or instruct your child. 

 Concerns about your child’s behavior. 

 Family concerns which may impact your child and his/her athletic participation. 

 

ISSUES NOT APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS WITH COACHES 

 Other members of your child’s team. 

 Playing time, team strategy, play calling, lineups, substitutions, etc. 

Concerns about playing time should always be passed through the following guidelines: 
At the Middle School level, B and C squads exist to help athletes compete while still developing 
skills and understanding of the sport.  At these levels an effort is made by all coaches to ensure 
as equal playing time as possible during games.  The higher level A squads share this outlook 
and players will be rotated in to ensure playing time, but these squads are also more competitive 
by nature.  At this level, coaches will naturally make substitutions to give the team what they 
believe to be the best possible chance to win the game while also making sure everyone has an 
opportunity to compete. 

This philosophy follows for Junior Varsity and Varsity teams at the high school level, but is even 
more heightened at the Varsity level.  Not everyone will have an opportunity to compete at the 
Varsity level all the time.  These coaching decisions are based on performance in practice, in 
games, player attitude, classroom performance and behavior, and any of a number of other 
factors. 

It is always difficult to accept that your child may not play as often, or at the level, you believe they 
should.  These are coaching decisions and if you believe a coach is being unfair, then the 
appropriate outlet for you is to contact the Athletic Director to share your concern.  The AD will 
then bring your concern to the coach and mediate a conversation between you and the coach to 
resolve the issue. 

 

UNACCEPTABLE TIMES TO CONTACT YOUR CHILD’S COACH 

 Immediately prior to and during practice. 

 Within a few hours prior to, during, and after a competition (unless you are only signing 
your child out to go home from the game with you). 

These are typically either very busy times or, in the case of a competition, emotional times for all 
parties involved.  Attempts to discuss concerns or issues at these times often do little to bring 
about a resolution and often only make matters worse.  If you wish to set up a meeting with a 
coach you may contact them directly to schedule a time.  If the coach cannot be reached, you can 
contact the Athletic Director for help in scheduling a meeting. 
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AGREEMENT TO ABIDE BY THIS CODE OF CONDUCT 

As a parent/guardian of a Dayton-Waitsburg Student Athlete I understand that a violation of this 
Code of Conduct may result in me being removed from practices, games, and school functions at 
which the violation is occurring or has occurred according to RCW 28A.635.020.  I further 
understand that repeated violations of this code may result in me and/or my invited guests/family 
members being trespassed off School Property in Dayton and Waitsburg, and prohibited from 
attending future school functions at either District in accordance with trespass laws.  I also 
understand that if such action is taken it will not impact my ability to work collaboratively with the 
School District to meet my child’s educational needs. 

 

By signing below, or consenting electronically, I acknowledge receiving, reviewing, 
understanding, and agreeing to abide by this Code of Conduct from the date of signature 
or electronic consent for 12 calendar months at all school functions in both Dayton and 
Waitsburg, as well as at other School Districts where I am attending a Dayton-Waitsburg 
function.  I further agree to hold accountable to this Code of Conduct any guests and all 

members of my immediate household who are attending school functions with me. 

     

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME  PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE  DATE 
     

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME  PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE  DATE 
 


