Redskin Nation News
home.sullivan.k12.il.us
JANUARY 2018

Sullivan Elementary School
910 North Graham Street
Sullivan, IL 61951
Phone: 217-728-2321
Fax: 217-728-4399
Dan Allen, Principal
Jessica Reeder, Assistant
Principal
Ann Sanner, Administrative
Assistant
Sullivan Middle School
713 North Main Street
Sullivan, IL 6195
Phone: (217) 728-8381
Fax: (217) 728-4296
Nathan Ogle, Principal
Jessica Reeder, Assistant
Principal
Ryan Aikman, Dean of Students
Mary Ann Portwood
Administrative Assistant
Sullivan High School
725 North Main Street
Sullivan, IL 61951
Phone: 217-728-8311
Fax: 217-728-4139
Erik Young, Principal
Jessica Reeder, Assistant
Principal
Ryan Aikman, Dean of Students
Nikki Cloyd, Administrative
Assistant
Susie Murphy, Administrative
Assistant

VOLUME 5 NUMBER 4

From the Principal’s Desk…
It has been a wonderful and fast first half of the year at Sullivan Elementary
School. There is a great, positive energy that envelopes this school which is a
result of a staff that pours their hearts and souls into providing their students
with the education necessary to keep up with this ever-changing world.
On that note, as the world has continued to change, so has the weather.
Please remember to bundle up your little ones before sending them off to
school. If the, If the temperature including the windchill is 10 degrees or
warmer, students will spend at least part of the day outside for recess, and will
spend the entire recess outside if the temperature including the windchill is
Sullivan High School
20 degrees or warmer. Through generous donors, we have been able to
provide coats, hats, and gloves to students in need, but we can only provide so
much. If you have the appropriate winter gear at home or the means to acquire
it, please make sure your students are coming prepared.
On another note, we have noticed an increased number of smartwatches
following the break. While students will be allowed to wear them, please be
aware that watches will be treated the same as a cell phone if used in such a
way. If texts or calls are made from a watch, it will be confiscated and will
need to be picked up in the office by a parent.
We have begun our second round of MAP testing. It is imperative that
students put forth their best effort on these tests, as it is an important tool that
is used to assess areas of strengths and weaknesses. This in turn allows
teachers the opportunity to know what they need to emphasize within the
You’re
invitedthey teach, as well as provide.
subjects
Sullivan Blue Dolphins Swim Team
Congratulations to Mrs. Becker, who won the “People’s Choice” award for
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“Judge’s Choice!” The doors had to have a Christmas movie theme and had
to incorporate student work. Mrs. Grohler and Ms. Heddins were awarded a
coupon for covering their duty and Mrs. Becker received a trophy to display in
her room.
Teachers at SES continue to work tirelessly to provide the students with the
best possible learning experience at our school. It is truly a joy to walk the
halls and see students engaged with teachers, aides, and the wonderful
volunteers who sacrifice their valuable free time to help our children succeed.
Parents can help aid in this process by simply getting students to school every
day on time. Every minute is precious during the school day.
I would be remiss if I did not mention the tremendous job the rest of our
staff is doing at the elementary school. Our aides, custodians, secretary, nurse,
and other office staff often work behind the scenes performing tasks which are
invaluable to the functioning of our building. Their efforts are greatly
appreciated and school does not happen without them!
Lastly, students of SES continue to impress. On a daily basis one can see
students helping each other out, complimenting each other, and working hard
in the classroom to learn. As we always encourage them to remember, “be
safe, be responsible, be respectful, and be here and be ready.”

Get ‘Em While They’re Hot

Updated School Calendar
Please note the changes in the calendar.

Sullivan Schools will be in session on
4/20, 4/27, 5/4, and 5/11.

SMS Yearbooks are on Sale

Please let Mr. Walk know if there are questions.

February 8: P/T Conferences 4-8 pm (Early Dismissal
@ 2:20)
February 9: P/T Conferences 8-12 am (No Student
Attendance)
February 12: Lincoln’s Birthday (No School)

Don’t miss the opportunity to purchase this
important keepsake of the school year. The 20172018 Sullivan Middle School yearbook is available
for purchase and is packed full of the memories
you never want to forget. The yearbook is full of
candid photos, clubs, activities and sports and is
available in all color. Order forms and $20 (made
out to Sullivan Middle School) can be turned into
Mrs.
Wright,
or
ordered
online
at
www.jostensyearbooks.com. Select "Buy your
yearbook" and search for SMS in Sullivan, IL.

March 9: End of 3rd Quarter, School Improvement
Day (No Student Attendance)
March 26-April 2: Spring Break (No School)
April 13: School Improvement Day (No Student
Attendance)

Music Fills the Air at
Sullivan Schools Winter
Concert

April 20: Emergency Day: School in Session
April 27: Emergency Day: School in Session
May 4:

School in Session

May 11: School in Session
May 18: Emergency Day: No Student Attendance
(unless 5 emergency days used)
May 24: Last Day of Student Attendance (Early
Dismissal @ 1:20)
May 25: Teachers Institute

Stay tuned to further updates should more
inclement weather days be used.

On Tuesday, December 19th, the Sullivan community
gathered for a musical celebration featuring all of the
singing and instrumental groups in the school district.
The student groups each performed two to three pieces
of music with a Christmas or winter theme. The concert
was so well attended that the group staging had be
changed right before the concert to accommodate more
audience members.
The opportunity to host all of the district ensembles
for one concert has many benefits. Most notably, it
allows the younger students and parents the chance to
see what kind of musical opportunities they have to look
forward to in the near future. It also gives the high school
students a chance to reflect upon their own musical
journey, and support the future of Sullivan's music
programs.
All Performing Groups: Sullivan Children's Choir, 6th
Grade Band, 6th Grade Choir, 7th & 8th Grade Band,
Singers, Jr., High School Concert Band, High School
Concert Choir, Singers
Directors: Mr. Shaun Schaefers, Mr. Chris Wilson, Mrs.
Melissa Haegen
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Congratulations to Mrs. Grohler who
won one of the “Judge’s Choice”
Awards for her door decorating
efforts in December. The doors had
to have a Christmas movie theme and
had to incorporate student work.
Mrs. Grohler was awarded a coupon
for covering her duty.
Photo
submitted by Dan Allen, SES
Principal.

Congratulations to Mrs. Becker
who won the People’s Choice
Award for her “Take A Elfie”
design as part of the Door
Decorating Competition held at
SES just prior to Winter Break.
Becker will get a trophy to
display in her classroom. Photo
by Dan Allen, SES Principal.

SES teachers and their
students participated in a
door decorating contest just
prior to Winter Break. The
above door display for Ms.
Heddins classroom won one
of the “Judge’s Choice”
Awards for her “O deer,
Winter is Here!
We’re
Frozen!” design. Heddins
received a coupon exempting
her from duty. Photo by Dan
Allen, SES Principal.
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Sullivan Singers and the Sullivan High School
Band both performed at the Winter Concert
December 19, 2017. This year’s concert featured
music with a Christmas or winter theme. Photos
provided by Shaun Schaefers.

Reminder: One Book, One Sullivan
Community Discussion is
March 01, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.
Sullivan United Methodist Church

What Chapter Are You On?

Weather-Related Information… Should the Snow Fly Again
Sullivan School District will be utilizing a two-hour delayed start time when adverse
weather conditions require us to do so. This would most often be used during
extreme cold or when weather has caused poor driving conditions early in the
morning, but then clear off within a couple of hours.
On these delayed start days, we will simply start school 2 hours later (SES 10:00,
SMS/SHS 10:14). This means that buses will run two hours later.
Parents will be notified through our “all call” system and local television stations.
Breakfast will not be served.
Morning Early Childhood and Project HELP classes will not be in session.
Dismissal times will remain the same.
To assist parents with morning obligations, the West entrance to SES will open at
8:00, with supervision available for elementary students in the SES Gym. The Main
Entrance to SHS will also open at 8:00, with supervision available for middle and
high school students in the SHS Gym.

Elementary School
Recognizes December
Gold Slip Winners

Pictured from back left to right: Ivan Moxley, Gavin Helmuth, Caidon Hill,
Nixon Dundee, Tessla Ashbrook, Kendall Penberthy, and Nevaeh Marlow.
Seated in front from left to right: Avram Bates, Aiden Dinger. Photo
provided by Dan Allen, SES Principal.

Pictured above from left to right are the
2017 Sullivan Education Association Fall
Semester Teachers’ of the Year in their
respective buildings.
Congratulations
Lauren Fultz, (SES), Deena Lee, (SMS),
and Don Lockwood, (SHS). Photo by
Lesley Banks.

Congratulations to Cindy
Tarr, pictured above,
who was named the
Support Person of the
Semester for the Fall of
2017, by the Sullivan
Education Association.
Thanks for all you do,
Mrs.
Tarr,
as
an
Intervention
Room
Paraprofessional. Photo
submitted by Leslie
Guyot.

At Sullivan Elementary School, students
who go above and beyond expectations are
awarded a "Gold Slip." The following
students were Gold Slip winners for the
month of December:
Ivan Moxley expertly shared his
knowledge with another student who was
needing help with a project direction. He
was a wonderful student teacher on this day
when a substitute teacher was in charge.
Gavin Helmuth, Nixon Dundee, and
Tessla Ashbrook noticed a trash can after
school that had blown over in the parking
lot. Without being asked, they put the trash
can back in place and picked up all the trash
that had spilled out of it. What a responsible
and conscientious group of students!
Caidon Hill knew that there was someone
who was going through a difficult time. He
gave up something that was given to him
because he knew the other student needed it
more. Caidon is a good friend!
As a way to spread Christmas cheer,
Kendall Penberthy and her family paid for
another student's lost library book. Thank
you, Kendall, for you generous gift!
Nevaeh Marlow voluntarily spent her free
time cleaning up her classroom during the
class movie. She even cleaned everyone's
desk!
Avram Bates was listening to and
discussing a book by Patricia Palacco.
Avram connected with the book and shared
his feelings about a student he thought had
been treated poorly by others, leading to a
wonderful class discussion and ways to help
the student feel loved. Avram is so caring
and has a big heart.
When a student was making fun of a
student with special needs, Aiden stuck up
for the student being made fun of! We are
very proud of how Aiden put a stop to
bullying!

Industrial Arts and Agriculture Departments
Partner Together to Spread Christmas Cheer
Members of the Industrial Arts and Agriculture
departments, along with the FFA, partnered
together to provide Wooden Christmas trees for
the residents of the Courtyard Estates.
Each of the fifty trees were constructed with
ten 1” x 2” blocks of varying sizes which can be
assembled on top of a wooden block base, which
is stabilized with a dowel rod.
The objective of the project was to provide
each resident with a small table top display for
their room, which could be easily stored away at
the end of the season for use in future years. FFA
members delivered the trees to the Courtyard
Estates residents in time for Christmas.
The two photos to the right are of that project.
At the top, FFA members posed with a resident
of Courtyard Estates shortly after they presented
her with her tree. Below, FFA and Industrial Arts
students worked on the project to get everything
finished and ready to distribute before Winter
Break.

Congratulations
Sullivan Singers
Junior
First Runner Up At
Mt. Zion
Invitational January
19, 2018!
Congratulations
Clayton Schmoe for
Best Performer
Singers Junior!
Congratulations
Sullivan Singers for
a 6th Place Finish at
the Mt. Zion
Invitational
Saturday, January
20, 2018
Congratulations
Maddie Dickens for
Best Perfomer
Sullivan Singers!

The Sullivan High School Spanish Club and Student Council
organizations, teamed up for the holidays to buy food and toys for
needy families in Sullivan. All photos below are from that team effort
and were provided by Patricia King, Sullivan High School Spanish
teacher.

One Book, One
Sullivan Presents: The

Bitter Side of Sweet

One Book One Sullivan is excited to
present The Bitter Side of Sweet by Tara
Sullivan as the 2017-2018 book choice!
Students worked diligently to choose the
book that would best match interests of
middle school through adult readers.
According to Tara Sullivan’s website,
Fifteen-year-old Amadou counts the
things that matter. For two long years,
what’s mattered are cacao pods. The
more Amadou can chop down in a single
day, the better his chances are of keeping
the bosses’ beatings at bay, keeping
himself and his little brother, Seydou,
alive and then maybe, just maybe,
returning home to Baba and Auntie. At
least he hopes so. But the bosses won’t
tell him the number that matters most—
the number that equals freedom.
When the boys first left their farm life
in Mali, they only wanted to make some
money to help their impoverished family
survive the lean times. They never
imagined they’d end up as forced labor
on a cacao plantation in the Ivory Coast.
But that’s exactly what happened, and
each day that passes, they lose a little
more fight, a little more hope that they’ll
ever be free or see their home again.
Then one day, a girl named Khadija
arrives at the camp. There’s never been a
girl on the farm before and she is a wild
thing, fighting every day to get away and
reawakening Amadou’s thoughts of
escape. But when the bosses finally break
her, and the unthinkable happens to
Seydou, Amadou understands the only
choice left—the only choice they’ve ever
had—is to run . . . or die without their
loved ones ever knowing what happened
to them. The three band together as
family and try just once more for home.
We hope the students and

community members will join One
Book One Sullivan in reading this
eye-opening novel. Copies can be
found in various locations around
town, classrooms and the high school
Media Center.

Pictured above, Spanish Club members posed for this photo after a day of
getting things ready for needy families in Sullivan. The Sullivan High
School Spanish Club and Student Council organizations, teamed up for
the holidays to buy food and toys for those in need as service projects for
their respective clubs. Photo taken and provided by Patricia King, Sullivan
High School Spanish Club Sponsor.

Sullivan High School National Honor Society members hosted a holiday
dinner for their annual service project. Sponsored by SHS math teacher
Kristie Hardimon, the group above fed nearly 45 community members in
December of 2017. From left to right in back: Jon Mathias, Isaiah Plank,
Josh Stutzman, Tim Lawyer, Paige McLaughlin, Irie Dulin, Brodie Goss,
Natalie Drury, Mrs. Hardimon, Cullen Dyer, Katie Webb, Trevor Elder,
Spencer Johnson, Winchester Phelps, and Atticus Harris in front. Photo
provided by Mrs. Hardimon.

NEHS Keeps Busy
Despite Snow Days

First grade students were excited to have some basketball
players and coaches help with a project. Players from Sullivan
High School’s Redskin Basketball team went over to the
elementary school and helped students with a project in Mrs.
Becker’s class. The players and coaches even taught the
students a few drills. Photo collage proved by Cassie Becker.

by Katie Webb
The Sullivan chapter of National English Honor
Society has continued to keep busy at the start of the
new semester with a variety of activities.
At the end of last year, the group received its plaque
for the Outstanding Chapter Award as well as a
monetary award of 250 dollars for their achievements,
which the organization decided to keep as a “rainyday” fund for any future expenses.
On December 29, over the Winter Break, a handful
of NEHS students met at the school to put together and
distribute goodie bags for the teachers. The bags
contained such items as sticky notes, pens, candy, and
a ribbon. The goodie bags were left on all high school
teachers’ desks so that they would receive them when
they returned from break.
The group has also begun its second year of a pen
pal letter exchange. The program was started last year
with members of NEHS writing back and forth to two
fourth grade classes at the elementary school.
Due to the success and positive feedback that the
program saw, this year it has been extended to one third
grade, one fourth grade, and one fifth grade class, as
well as with middle and high school students in Mrs.
Kirk’s class. Overall, members of NEHS are paired up
with over seventy students in the Sullivan School
District to write bi-weekly letters.

SHS Scholastic Bowl Earns Third Place in
Conference and Heads in to Tournament Season
Sullivan Scholastic Bowl’s conference
season has come to a close as the team begins
their tournament season.
The varsity team finished off their regular
conference season with a final record of nine
wins and five losses, earning the team third
overall in the conference.
They traveled to Clinton on Saturday,
January 6, for the Central Illinois Conference
(CIC) tournament. The first match of the day
was played against Central A&M, and
Sullivan lost with a close final score of 120140. The team was lead in score by Reagan
Crouse with two toss-ups, followed by
Spencer Johnson and Katie Webb with one
each.
Sullivan defeated Clinton in their second
match with a score of 150-70 and was lead in
scoring by Trevor Elder with three toss-ups
and Crouse with two. Paige McLaughlin,
Brendan Rau, and Gary Hershberger each
had one toss-up.

The final match of the morning pool was
against Warrensburg-Latham and Sullivan
won with a score 230-210. The top scorers
for the round were Elder and Webb, who
both answered three questions. Crouse and
Lindsay Jones also scored one toss-up each.
The varsity team performed well enough in
their matches to advance to the semi-final
round.
Sullivan faced off against St. Teresa in the
semi-final game and defeated the other
school 200-180. Hershberger answered the
most correct questions with three toss-ups.
Webb, Johnson, and Crouse also
contributed with two each. With their win,
the team was able to move into the
championship round.
In the final match of the day, the varsity
team competed against WarrensburgLatham for the title of champion. The team
played a good game, but fell to W-L in a final
score of 150-200. Elder was the top scorer

with three questions, followed by Crouse,
Jones, Hershberger, and Webb with one each.
The SHS varsity scholastic bowl team placed
second in the conference tournament. Team
captain Katie Webb also received an
individual award for being seventh in most
toss-ups answered during the entire season.
The junior varsity scholastic bowl team
completed their season with six wins and
eight losses, placing them in fifth in the
conference.
The JV team traveled to Shelbyville on
Saturday, January 13, to compete in the JV
CIC tournament. The day began with a
competition against Shelbyville, which
Sullivan narrowly lost with a score of 120-140.
Daisy Swiney-Frederick, Seth Mayberry, Brett
Johnson, and Blake Thompson each scored
one question apiece.
The JV scholastic bowl team did not
advance to final rounds and ended their
conference season.

Every Wednesday of the spring semester Mrs. Swalls will be
available during lunch to talk about college plans and
scholarship applications with seniors. Come and ask questions
in Mrs. Badman's room!
February 27: Test Day
Freshman: PSAT 8/9
Sophomores: PSAT 10
Juniors: Practice SAT
Seniors: College Visit/Job Shadow
April 3: Local scholarships are due in the HS office.
April 10: SAT for all juniors
May 2: Senior Awards Night
May 7-May 16: AP Exams
May 20: Graduation"

Please Be Advised:
The Deadline for Seniors to
Submit Most Local
Scholarships is Tuesday, April
3, 2018, unless a specific
scholarship indicates
otherwise.
Senior Awards Night is
May 2, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
Local Scholarship Winners
Will Be Announced

Sullivan High School’s Mirror Images Presents:

Perfectly
Imperfect
An All Original Show
Dealing with
Today’s Teen Issues

Friday, January 26, 2018
7:00 p.m.
The Little Theatre on the
Square
Sullivan, Illinois

Adults: $8
Students: $5
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.

