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From the Principal’s Desk…
It is hard to believe that February is already here. While January was cut
a little short due to winter weather, we still managed to have a very
productive month at Sullivan Middle School.
To begin with, students participated in MAP testing during the week of
January 15th. This week was cut short with snow/ice/cold days, but
students still did an amazing job on these tests, which are used to help
teachers ensure students are making appropriate gains in the areas of math,
language,
reading, and science. It also provides us with broader feedback
Sullivan
High School
about our curriculum by showing us common areas of strength or
deficiency. We are very proud of they hard work our students put in during
these testing sessions.
Another exciting event that happened in January is that the Sullivan
Middle School chapter of Interact Club was officially formed. Members of
the Sullivan Rotary Club, the parent organization of Interact, had a
presentation for the charter members on January 30th to present them with
a Certificate of Organization from Rotary Club International and to speak
with the students about the opportunities they will have to make an impact
both locally and globally through this partnership. This is all part of our
ongoing drive to increase opportunities for our students to serve our
community.
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working very hard to make sure this is a smooth and overall positive
transition for students and parents. The addition of 5th grade and the
teachers who will accompany them, along with the addition of an 8th
academic period to our day, has allowed new flexibility to our schedule,
and we are working on providing an entirely different transition experience
for next year's 5th and 6th grade students.
Up until now, grades 6-8 have operated in the exact same way. Starting
next year, 5th and 6th grade will have some differences in scheduling from
7th and 8th grade. Some of these differences include multiple homeroom
check-ins throughout the day rather than the advisory period we will run
for 7th and 8th grade and the inclusion of recess for 5th and 6th grade,
something that has been missing from middle school for quite some time.
We are continuing to work out some of the finer details of our plan, but we
are incredibly confident and excited about the learning opportunities we
will be able to provide for all of our students next year.
Nathan Ogle, SMS Principal

Updated School Calendar
Please note the changes in the calendar.

Sullivan Schools will be in session on
4/20, 4/27, 5/4, and 5/11.
Please let Mr. Walk know if there are questions.

February 8: P/T Conferences 4-8 pm (Early Dismissal
@ 2:20)
February 9: P/T Conferences 8-12 am (No Student
Attendance)
February 12: Lincoln’s Birthday (No School)
March 9: End of 3rd Quarter, School Improvement
Day (No Student Attendance)
March 26-April 2: Spring Break (No School)
April 13: School Improvement Day (No Student
Attendance)
April 20: Emergency Day: School in Session
April 27: Emergency Day: School in Session
May 4:

School in Session

May 11: School in Session
May 18: Emergency Day: No Student Attendance
(unless 5 emergency days used)
May 24: Last Day of Student Attendance (Early
Dismissal @ 1:20)
May 25: Teachers Institute

Stay tuned to further updates should more
inclement weather days be used.

Mirror Images Takes
Center Stage at Little
Theatre With“Perfectly
Imperfect”
by Paige McLaughlin
Friday, January 26, Sullivan High School’s prevention
drama group, Mirror Images, debuted “Perfectly
Imperfect,” an all-original show that deals with some of
the issues that teenagers face today. There were two
performances of the show, one of which the entirety of
Sullivan High School got to see, and one that was open
to the public.
The group has worked since October, 2017, to create
this show. Mirror Images director Ms. Rebecca Lawson
stated, “I saw tremendous growth in many of my kids.
What they were doing in December is not what people
saw at the show. Some people really found their voices
and became their characters. That can be very
emotionally painful, but they wanted the show to be
real.” The group also had to compensate for snow days,
which meant they had fewer days to practice.
“Perfectly Imperfect” dealt with issues such as
students not being able to find a seat at lunch,
relationship troubles, teen drug and alcohol abuse, and
the idea that despite what it may look like on the outside,
some people are not as happy or well-adjusted as they
seem. There were many messages that can apply to
teenagers everywhere, and the cast of Mirror Images
performed this show for their peers, which is difficult
enough already; but they had the courage to put on a
performance for the people who are their friends and
classmates that may be going through these very same
problems. That is certainly no small feat.
With so many cast members and a limited number of
characters, the group had to switch who played certain
characters for the morning and night shows. With so
many dedicated members, it's easy to understand why
the program has been so successful. Lawson, in
particular, noted three students who were exceptional in
the program this year: Jon Taylor, who “is a positive
leader and always leads our ‘M-I on three moment at
practice,” Anna Mathias, who “is a very nice person, but
you would not believe that if you only saw her in the
show,”and Seth Mayberry, who “always leads by
example; (...) He really pushed himself as an actor this
year and showed tremendous growth.”
Whether or not the show was enjoyed by all, no one
can doubt the positive messages it sent or the
determination of a hard-working group of students who
wanted to share their work with the world.
See Mirror Images Photos on the Next Page.

All Mirror Images Photos taken by Lesley Banks

Reminder: One Book, One Sullivan
Community Discussion is
March 01, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.
Sullivan United Methodist Church

What Chapter Are You On?

Weather-Related Information… Should the Snow Fly Again
Sullivan School District will be utilizing a two-hour delayed start time when adverse
weather conditions require us to do so. This would most often be used during
extreme cold or when weather has caused poor driving conditions early in the
morning, but then clear off within a couple of hours.
On these delayed start days, we will simply start school 2 hours later (SES 10:00,
SMS/SHS 10:14). This means that buses will run two hours later.
Parents will be notified through our “all call” system and local television stations.
Breakfast will not be served.
Morning Early Childhood and Project HELP classes will not be in session.
Dismissal times will remain the same.
To assist parents with morning obligations, the West entrance to SES will open at
8:00, with supervision available for elementary students in the SES Gym. The Main
Entrance to SHS will also open at 8:00, with supervision available for middle and
high school students in the SHS Gym.

Pictured above, the 2017-2018 Sullivan Singers have kicked off their competition season and performed at Fine Arts Day
for the student bodies of all three schools in District 300 on February 8 th, 2018. These two photos offer readers a small
glimpse of the group who has already performed at Preview Night, Mt. Zion, and Danville, and El Paso. Photos by Luis
Saravia.

Sullivan High School Presents: “Fine Arts Day”
by Paige McLaughlin
On Thursday, February 8, the Sullivan High School hosted its annual
Fine Arts Day celebration. High School students in art and
photography classes had their work displayed in the hallways. The
music department had many different exhibitions of student
performers, including the Pep Band, Jazz bands, Middle School
Concert Band, and the various choir groups from all three Sullivan
Schools. Every student in the school district came to see their peers
perform.
The Sullivan Singers performed their competition show for the
district, which consisted of songs “Automatic,” “I’m Still
Standing,”and “You Will Be Found”, among others. Their

competition season will extend into March and their annual

musical takes place in the spring. The Singers Jr. also showed off
their talent with their competition show, which deals with the
struggles of coming back to school after the summer.
The different band groups also had their time to shine, with the
Pep Band playing occasionally throughout to keep everyone
entertained. The High School Jazz Band played “Swing Fever,” and
the middle school Concert and Jazz bands also performed.
Fine Arts Day is a great way for Sullivan students to see the hard
work and effort that their peers put into making great art. Whether it
be drawing, photography, singing, dancing, playing an instrument,
or some combination of the five, it’s easy to see the passion these
young adults have for their craft.

Photos by Patrica King

Fine Arts Week Dress
–Up Days:
Monday – Band TShirt Day
Tuesday – Crazy Hair
Day
Wednesday – Primary
Color Day
Thursday – Twin Day

One Book, One
Sullivan Presents: The

Bitter Side of Sweet

One Book One Sullivan is excited to
present The Bitter Side of Sweet by Tara
Sullivan as the 2017-2018 book choice!
Students worked diligently to choose the
book that would best match interests of
middle school through adult readers.
According to Tara Sullivan’s website,
Fifteen-year-old Amadou counts the
things that matter. For two long years,
what’s mattered are cacao pods. The
more Amadou can chop down in a single
day, the better his chances are of keeping
the bosses’ beatings at bay, keeping
himself and his little brother, Seydou,
alive and then maybe, just maybe,
returning home to Baba and Auntie. At
least he hopes so. But the bosses won’t
tell him the number that matters most—
the number that equals freedom.
When the boys first left their farm life
in Mali, they only wanted to make some
money to help their impoverished family
survive the lean times. They never
imagined they’d end up as forced labor
on a cacao plantation in the Ivory Coast.
But that’s exactly what happened, and
each day that passes, they lose a little
more fight, a little more hope that they’ll
ever be free or see their home again.
Then one day, a girl named Khadija
arrives at the camp. There’s never been a
girl on the farm before and she is a wild
thing, fighting every day to get away and
reawakening Amadou’s thoughts of
escape. But when the bosses finally break
her, and the unthinkable happens to
Seydou, Amadou understands the only
choice left—the only choice they’ve ever
had—is to run . . . or die without their
loved ones ever knowing what happened
to them. The three band together as
family and try just once more for home.
We hope the students and community
members will join One Book One
Sullivan in reading this eye-opening
novel. Copies can be found in various
locations around town, classrooms and
the high school Media Center.

SES Gold Slip Winners for
January, 2018
Sullivan Elementary School awards "Gold Slips" to students who go above
and beyond expectations. The Gold Slip winners for the month of January
are:
Dylan Ray took the time to pick up hoola hoops that had fallen off the wall
during recess while other students walked past them!
Gavin Helmuth was the only 5th grader to stop and pick up a pair of gloves
that someone dropped. He stopped, picked them up, and attempted to find
the owner. Bravo!
Kya Allen finished her math assignment early and instead of having free
time on her iPad, she asked if she could help a couple of her classmates who
were struggling! Way to go!
Aubrey Martin noticed the incentives for the RESPECT board drawing were
getting very low. She went and bought suckers with her own money so other
kids would have a treat for being respectful!
Christopher Henry is always helping and looking after another student
during P.E.!
Winners for the month of January are pictured below and are seated in the
order in which they are named in this article.

Mark your calendars!
PTO Donkey Basketball will be happening on March 22nd at 6:30.
Come out and watch Sullivan Schools staff members come out and
ride a donkey while playing basketball.
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Every Wednesday of the spring semester Mrs. Swalls will be
available during lunch to talk about college plans and
scholarship applications with seniors. Come and ask questions
in Mrs. Badman's room!
February 27: Test Day
Freshman: PSAT 8/9
Sophomores: PSAT 10
Juniors: Practice SAT
Seniors: College Visit/Job Shadow
April 3: Local scholarships are due in the HS office.
April 10: SAT for all juniors
May 2: Senior Awards Night
May 7-May 16: AP Exams
May 20: Graduation"

Please Be Advised:
The Deadline for Seniors to
Submit Most Local
Scholarships is Tuesday, April
3, 2018, unless a specific
scholarship indicates
otherwise.
Senior Awards Night is
May 2, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
Local Scholarship Winners
Will Be Announced

