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Community High School District 117 is planning to return to full capacity, in-person learning for
the 2021-22 school year. We remain responsive to regulatory guidance, local health metrics and
will inform families if changes to our learning plans are needed.

The District will begin the 2021-22 school year with restrictions still in place as per updated
guidance from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention
in K-12 Schools, subsequently adopted by the Illinois Department of Public Health and Illinois
State Board of Education.

Instructional Plan: Full capacity, in-person learning

● All students shall be physically present in the school building.*
● Physical distancing of at least 3 feet, in instructional areas and cafeterias will be

observed, to the greatest extent possible.
● Masking restrictions apply:

o Masks will be optional for fully vaccinated individuals
o Masks should be worn for individuals who are not fully vaccinated. The wearing

of masks will be on the honor system.
o Masks must be worn by all individuals while on school buses (CDC Order)

● Screening testing, enhanced ventilation, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying
home when sick and getting tested, contact tracing in combination with quarantine and
isolation, and cleaning and disinfection strategies will be in effect.

*It should be noted the District has received direction from the Illinois State Board of Education
that all students shall be present in-person for the 2021-22 school year. However, students with
significant medical conditions that place them at increased risk with in-person learning will have
the option to submit documentation for District consideration for a fully remote learning option
with Edgenuity and/or Illinois Virtual High School. Medical documentation from a current
provider will be required for the student in order for this to be considered. Specific information
can be obtained by contacting the Student Services Departments.
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Phased Approach to Mask Optional

Layered Mitigation Strategies

The following layered mitigation strategies will be in effect at all times when on campus:

Contact Tracing in Combination with Isolation and Quarantine:
● The District Contact Tracing Team will identify close contacts and positive cases and

take appropriate isolation and quarantine measures, in partnership with the local health
department.

● The District shall report positive cases to the local health department, as required.
● Fully vaccinated individuals in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 but do

NOT have COVID-19 symptoms do not need to quarantine.
● Important CDC exception for unvaccinated students: In the classroom, students

within 3-6’ of an infected student do not need to quarantine if students in close contact
were engaged in consistent and correct use of well-fitting masks. Students who are
unvaccinated should wear a face covering indoors/in the classroom to prevent
possibility of quarantine.
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Face Coverings:
● Masks will be optional for fully vaccinated individuals.
● Masks should be worn for individuals who are not fully vaccinated.
● Regardless of vaccination status, masks must be worn by all individuals while on a

school bus (CDC Order).
● In general, masks do not need to be worn outdoors.
● Per IDPH and IHSA guidance, different rules apply for masking during athletics beyond

the school day.
● When masks are worn, the masks should meet one of the following criteria:

o CDC mask recommendations
o NIOSH Workplace Performance and Workplace Performance Plus masks

● Students should come to school with their own mask every day, but we will have a
limited supply of disposable face coverings in the event an individual does not have one
for use.

Hand Hygiene:
● Students and staff must practice good hand hygiene, including washing hands frequently

for 20 seconds or using hand sanitizer when washing is not available. There will be hand
sanitizer stationed around the building for staff and student use.

Health Checks and Illness:
● Health checks are no longer required
● Persons should not report to school if they have any currently known symptoms of

COVID-19, they are positive for COVID-19, or if unvaccinated and have been in close
contact with someone that tested positive for COVID-19.

● Any individual presenting with COVID-19 symptoms will be moved to a quarantine area
and assessed by the school nurse or qualified professional, including the administration of
a SHIELD PCR test, if consent is provided. If necessary, a parent or guardian may be
requested to immediately pick up a student.

● Students or staff members who test positive will not be allowed to return to school until
CDC/IDPH/LCHD standards for recovery have been met.

● Whenever possible, the school will notify families if a student was potentially exposed to
COVID-19 in the school setting.

● Parents/staff are required to notify the school district if students/staff have been exposed
to COVID-19.

● PCR and antigen testing will be available as an additional mitigation measure for
symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals.

Physical Distancing:

● Physical distancing of at least 3 feet, in instructional areas and cafeterias, will be
observed, to the greatest extent possible.
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Sanitation:
● Schools will be cleaned and sanitized every day, including regular use of electrostatic

sprayers in learning spaces.
● Classrooms will have ample disinfectant for use throughout the day. Desks and other

frequently touched classroom equipment may be wiped between classes.
● Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building for staff and student use.

Screening Testing:
● The District will continue to offer free BinaxNOW testing for all students and staff who

are asymptomatic or become symptomatic while on school premises.
o Student Screening Consent Form

● The District will continue to offer free SHIELD PCR screening testing twice per week for
all unvaccinated individuals on a voluntary basis.

o SHIELD PCR Consent Form - STUDENT
o SHIELD PCR Consent Form - STAFF

Ventilation:
● Enhanced ventilation practices are in effect, including the installation of higher MERV

rated filtration systems, and the opening of building doors and windows.

Practices and Procedures

Academics:
● Traditional academic practices and grading procedures will be in effect for the 2021-2022

school year. Specifics of these practices and procedures are detailed in the Curriculum
Guide, Student Handbook, and individual course syllabi.

● The traditional academic calendar will be followed in regards to reporting student grades,
progress reporting periods, and final exams.

● If a student is under mandatory quarantine, she/he is expected to be present in all
academic classes, following the daily bell schedule on a temporary basis while in
quarantine.  Classes will be available to students through live streaming.

Special Education/Section 504 Plans:
● CHSD117 understands the impact COVID-19 has had on our most vulnerable student

population. As a result, the Special Education Department will continue to develop plans
and procedures to address the various unique challenges that may have occurred over the
past year. Your student’s Special Education Team will remain in close contact with you
throughout the school year to monitor progress and make adjustments to educational and
social emotional supports when needed. IEPs and 504 plans will be followed as written
unless there is an agreement between the parent/guardian and the school to make
changes.

● CHSD117 will continue to adhere to timelines for annual IEP meetings and required
evaluations. All Individuals with Disabilities Education (IDEA) and Section 504
timelines remain in effect. IEP and 504 teams will meet annually and if needed, to
determine if any amendments are necessary to address your student’s current levels of
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performance. Students with IEPs will continue to receive updated Remote Learning
Plans to ensure services and accommodations are provided in case there is a need for
remote learning in the future.  This will be done at each annual review meeting.

● IEP/504 meetings will continue to be held virtually unless the parent or a team member
requests an in-person meeting. For in-person meetings, some participants may need to
attend remotely in order to maintain social distance.

Assigned Seating:
● Students will have assigned seating in every classroom and must remain in seats. Physical

distancing of  at least 3 feet will take place in classrooms, to the greatest extent possible.

Attendance Expectations:
● All students are expected to attend in-person daily.
● Normal attendance policies will be in effect for the 2021-2022 school year. If students

will not be attending classes as scheduled, parents/guardians must call the attendance
office prior to 9A.M. to report the absence.

● Remote instruction via live classroom streaming will only be made available for students
who are under temporary quarantine.

● If you are eligible for remote instruction while under required quarantine and are not
present remotely, you will be considered absent.

Cafeteria:
● Physical distancing of at least 3 feet will take place in the cafeteria, to the greatest extent

possible.
● Students will be assigned to the Commons or Cafeteria for their assigned lunch period.
● With 3 feet of social distancing required while students are eating.
● No food outside of designated eating areas.

Field Trips:
● Field trips may be limited until state and local health officials have determined that it is

safe to resume them. We will encourage teachers to pursue virtual activities and events in
lieu of field trips.

Lockers:
● Use of lockers will be permitted both for academics and PE.
● Students should not congregate at lockers.
● Locker use may be restricted if the transmission rate increases.

Transportation:
● School buses will operate at normal capacity.
● Regardless of vaccination status, masks must be worn by all individuals while on a

school bus (CDC Order).
● Student pick up will be communicated and clearly marked at each school.  Please

exercise caution when picking up students as many more students are being picked up
than is typical.
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Visitors:
● For individuals who need to visit campus, all safety protocols in place for staff and

students shall be followed.
● All visitors shall enter through clearly marked doors
● Masking policy in effect must be followed by visitors at all times in the building.

o Masks will be optional for fully vaccinated individuals.
o Masks should be worn for individuals that are not fully vaccinated.

Academic Course Modifications

Behind the Wheel Instruction:
Behind-the-Wheel instruction will continue this year, the following minimum safety standards
will be followed:

● Only two students and one instructor per vehicle.
● Face coverings must be worn, unless medically contraindicated.
● No eating and drinking in the vehicle.
● Windows will be open whenever possible.
● Only stops applicable to driver’s education will be made to reduce the amount of time in

the vehicle.

Athletics & Activities

Athletics and activities will be permitted to occur with all activities complying with health and
safety procedures set forth by IDPH, IHSA, and District 117. Students must meet eligibility
requirements for participation. Activities may be paused at any time by directive, illness or
logistical considerations. COVID-19 testing of students may be requested and parent permission
is required.

Transportation: Regardless of vaccination status, masks must be worn by all individuals while
on a school bus (CDC Order).
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. I am not vaccinated - why should I wear a mask?
CDC, IDPH and ISBE guidance is that “masks should be worn indoors by all individuals
who are not fully vaccinated” to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  Additionally, wearing
a mask for unvaccinated individuals may be an important factor to maintain in-person
learning on a daily basis. Vaccinated individuals do not need to quarantine if in contact
with an infected person and they remain asymptomatic. Unvaccinated individuals will
be required to quarantine when in close contact with an infected person, except
when individuals were engaged in consistent and correct use of well-fitting masks
and the school is closely following recommended mitigation strategies (CDC Appendix
A Close Contact Exception).

2. How much physical distancing will be maintained?
Every effort will be made to maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance in instructional
spaces and the cafeteria.

3. What will seating look like in the cafeteria?
Consistent with guidance, physical distancing of at least 3 feet in the cafeteria will be
observed to the greatest extent possible.

4. What will seating look like on the school bus?
All capacity restrictions that were in place last year have been eliminated. As such,
regular school bus capacity will be observed. Please note the CDC requires masks must
be worn by all individuals while on school buses.

5. Will screening testing be available?
Yes. The District will continue to utilize the SHIELD PCR saliva tests twice a week.
Students and staff may take a COVID test and receive highly accurate results within 24
hours. Screening testing is an effective mitigation strategy that will take place on a
voluntary basis and as recommended by CDC, IDPH and ISBE.

6. What is I-CARE?
I-CARE, or Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry Exchange, is a
web based immunization record-sharing application developed by the Illinois Department
of Public Health (IDPH). The application allows public and private healthcare providers
to share the immunization records of Illinois residents with other physicians statewide.
The main features include:

● Calculation of immunization due dates
● Automatic population and printing options for the school physical form and

patient immunization history report
● Remind/Recall feature to track and notify patients of due dates
● Vaccine inventory feature to track vaccine usage by lot number
● Ability to record patient contraindications, adverse reactions, or immunities
● Assessment of immunization coverage levels by practice
● Temperature Log feature to track and report vaccine storage by appliance
● Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) module containing up to date VIS forms for

printing, distribution, and tracking
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7. What About I-CARE Security and Patient Confidentiality?
I-CARE is designed to protect patient confidentiality while providing access to statewide
registry information. Confidentiality is maintained through several security controls.
Open access to the statewide registry is not allowed. Only registered I-CARE users have
access to the data and information is available only on a need-to-know basis. In other
words, an I-CARE user cannot browse through patient records. Specific name or ID
search criteria must be used to access information in the statewide registry.
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Appendix A Bell Schedule

Regular Schedule

Period 0 7:05 7:55

Period 1 8:00 8:50

Period 2 8:55 9:45

Period 3 9:50 10:40

Period 4 10:45 11:35

Period 5 11:40 12:30

Period 6 12:35 1:25

Period 7 1:30 2:20

Period 8 2:25 3:15

Late Start Schedule

Period 1 9:20 10:00

Period 2 10:05 10:45

Period 3 10:50 11:30

Period 4 11:35 12:15

Period 5 12:20 1:00

Period 6 1:05 1:45

Period 7 1:50 2:30

Period 8 2:35 3:15
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