
 

 

December 9, 2022  

 

Update on St. Mary’s High School 
2022-2023 Annual Fund Appeal 

 

Dear Alumni and Supporters, 

 

As we journey through the Advent Season preparing to celebrate the birth of our Lord and also anticipating 

Jesus’ second coming, we are ever grateful for the generous outpouring of support from our alumni, 

alumni families, current families, and benefactors! Getting closer to Christmas also means getting closer to 

final exams and the end of an incredible semester at St. Mary’s High School. 

 

While all of our fall sports provided great triumphs and 

lessons learned, the boys cross country team and the girls 

volleyball team in particular shined especially bright. The 

boys cross country team took the final step after last year’s 

second place finish at the state meet to run hard all season 

and capture the 2A state championship! Lyndon 

Gotelaere ’23 and Jackson Neppl ’23 led the way finishing 

in the top 10, but strong runs by James Beam ’24 and Alex 

Bodnar ’23 were instrumental in securing the first ever state 

championship for cross country. After watching the team gather about 12 other teams and lead a pre-race 

prayer, Coach Nicole Robinson was moved to tears and later raved about the entire cross country team 

saying, “I’m so proud of just the people they are, not just the runners.” The girls volleyball team finished 

a thrilling season with a 22-8 overall record and hosted the regional round of the 2A playoffs on their way 

to securing the 8th seed for the state tournament. Most of the school tuned in online or in person to cheer 

the team in defeating Dayspring Christian Academy in the first round before bowing to Wiggins High 

School in the Elite 8. Setter Peyton Priddy ’23 finished second in assists and Hannah Studer ’23 finished 

fourth in kills amongst all 2A teams in Colorado! 

 

New for campus ministry this year, Fr. Joe Dygert and Ms. Elizabeth Montano accompanied our campus 

ministers on a Kairos Retreat with Holy Family High School in Denver. Kairos (Greek for “God’s time”) 

retreats include themes of discovering Jesus in a personal way and recognizing and responding to God’s call. 

Before students can lead a Kairos retreat, they must participate in a retreat, and our campus ministry team 

will now be able to lead a Kairos retreat for the entire junior class in March. Fr. Joe delighted in the 

students having “a powerful encounter with Christ and a deepening of friendships with classmates.” 

 

Partnering with our Catholic grade schools has been a top priority and we’ve been blessed with lots of 

joyful 8th graders spending the day at St. Mary’s shadowing our current students to see what a 

Cross Country State Champs: Garin Tretter, Alex Bodnar, 
Jackson Neppl, Lyndon Gotelaere, James Beam, Dom Stahoviak 



 

tremendous learning environment we have to offer. Our Future Pirates participated in fun games, 

attended a few classes, and viewed a sneak-peek for our fall theater production, the comedy “Murder at the 

Art Show” that featured a terrific ensemble cast and an actual art show produced by our art department. 

 

After a rough couple years dealing with pandemic issues, there is certainly a rekindled joy in the school 

and President Deacon Rob Rysavy has been instrumental in the rekindling. While leading St. Mary’s has 

been Deacon Rob’s “dream job,” he has been profoundly impacted by ministry since becoming a permanent 

deacon in 2020. In order to devote more time to his diaconate calling and to his family, Deacon Rob made 

the tough decision to step down as President in June 2023. Deacon Rob has been an exemplary leader and 

provided faithful direction for St. Mary’s. The board of directors has started a search for a new President. 

 

We are excited to announce the inaugural St. Mary’s High School Family Reunion 

to be held on June 10, 2023 here on campus. All alumni, alumni families, current 

families and benefactors are invited back to campus on the 2nd Saturday of June to 

renew friendships and visit the campus while enjoying food, games, and even some 

sports exhibitions between current teams and alumni teams! More details to follow 

this spring, but please save the date for next year and years beyond to return for 

Family Reunion. 

 

 Annual Fund Update 
 

We are immensely grateful for the hundreds of gifts we received in response to our initial Annual Fund 

Update in September! Thank you for helping get this year’s Annual Fund off to a terrific start! Your 

generosity has helped us provide first-class resources for our students and greatly improve our facilities. 

Every student again has their own note-taking Bible and New Testament commentary to use throughout 

their years at St. Mary’s and to take with them after graduation to bolster their faith journey.  Classrooms 

have smart display boards that give teachers a great tool to help their students learn from basic writing on 

the board to custom diagrams over digital graphics. We upgraded our electrical wiring to accommodate 

portable air conditioners in classrooms and have upgraded our lighting throughout most of the school. Your 

gifts directly make our students’ experience at St. Mary’s dramatically better. 

 

Every gift to St. Mary’s is a blessing and whether the gift is $50 or $5,000, we remain committed to being 

faithful stewards of your generosity. Many benefactors direct their required minimum distributions 

from retirement accounts to St. Mary’s and we can readily accept RMDs and stock donations. Your gift in 

any amount this Advent and Christmas season will be treasured by our students and staff. We cannot fulfill 

our mission to draw people closer to Christ and form virtuous leaders without your generous partnership. 

 

We look forward to reconnecting in person at the St. Mary’s Family Reunion on the 2nd Saturday in June! 

Thank you for all your prayers and the many ways you help St. Mary’s thrive. May you and your families 

have a joyful celebration of Christ’s birth! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Joseph M. Trechter  

Director of Development 


