
July 1, 2022

Dear St. Mary’s Families,

Welcome to the 2022-2023 academic year! This year we celebrate our 138th year of the
Faith-Knowledge-Community tradition that is St. Mary's High School.

We are emerging from a year of tremendous academic and extra-curricular success. We are thrilled with the
many accolades earned by our students, but we are even more thrilled that those accolades were earned by
students who are living in a manner befitting of our faith in Jesus Christ and our trust in His Blessed Mother.
We are grateful to partner with you in the education journey, and we are excited for plans we have for this
year.
In a world that is increasingly unsettled and disconnected with any semblance of Christian virtues or human
values, we are pleased to be able to offer an island of calm in the midst of a cultural storm.
As always, we remind ourselves of the mission of our school:

St. Mary's High School exists to educate students in the Catholic tradition to be responsible, moral, critical thinkers
and leaders well-prepared for college and life.

In this document, you will find some important information for this upcoming academic year. Please read
through everything carefully. We believe most questions regarding getting back to school in August will be
answered below. If you have a question or two after reading everything, please reach out to the school. Here
are some people who might be able to help you:
- President, Deacon Rob Rysavy: marketing, enrollment, development, facilities, transportation
- Principal, Mrs. Robyn Cross: curriculum, faculty, academic requirements
- Dean, Mr. Dennis Archuleta: students, student life
- Athletic Director, Mr. Tommy Darneal: sports, coaches, athletes
- House System Director, Mr. Mike Kloenne

Again, thank you for joining us for the 2022-2023 academic year.  We look forward to sharing this year's
journey with you!

Respectfully,
Deacon Rob Rysavy
President



July 1, 2022

Dear St. Mary’s Families,

I hope this message finds your summer off to a great start and you are all enjoying time with family and
friends. As we prepare for the 2022-2023 school year, I am honored to be your principal and excited to
welcome new faculty members, students, and families to our Pirate family.

Our faculty and staff are currently attending conferences, classes, and creating the master schedule as we
plan for a successful new academic year. We are excited to offer new classes and a new music program for the
22-23 school year. We will introduce a “zero hour” allowing for flexibility of offerings and a later start to the
day. Also new this year is our very own student-run coffee shop, The Pirate Cafe!

We have renewed our charter for Future Business Leaders of America to encourage our young entrepreneurs.
As Pirates, we will proudly carry on our tradition of helping and supporting one another through our
Mentoring Program during zero hour. We welcome back our Spanish and Art National Honor Societies. Lots
of excitement for the new year!

St. Mary’s continues to be guided and driven by a clearly communicated mission that embraces our Catholic
identity rooted in Gospel values, centered on the Eucharist, committed to faith formation, academic
excellence and service. We encourage parents to get involved by joining our Parent Pirate Crew. Working in
partnership, we will make 2022-2023 a great school year!

Enjoy the rest of your summer!

God Bless,
Robyn Cross
Principal



July 1, 2022

Dear St. Mary’s Families,

Greetings from the desk of the Dean of Students. I hope that each and every one of you are having a
wonderful summer. As we prepare for the upcoming academic year, I’d like to take a moment to reassure each
of you
that I am dedicated to ensuring the safety and well-being of all of our St. Mary’s students.

The St. Mary’s staff and I work hard to provide a safe campus that promotes unity and creates outstanding
citizens. I believe that following Catholic tradition and building positive student rapport and trust creates a
dynamic learning environment. I am dedicated to supporting students inside and outside of the classroom.
You will find me frequently at extracurricular activities and sporting events as it is my belief that supporting
students includes all facets of student interests and activities.

I maintain an open door policy and extend each of you a personal invitation to stop in and see me if you have
questions, concerns or simply wish to share a cup of coffee. I believe that through a greater sense of
community, we can help our students to reach their full potential. I look forward to meeting each of you and
continuing this conversation in the future.

Respectfully,

Dennis Archuleta

Dean of Students

mailto:darchuleta@smhscs.org


Pirate Parent Packet, July 2002

Family Handbook
HERE you will find the most updated version of the St. Mary’s Family Handbook for 2022-2023.
All parents and students are required to sign the Family Handbook acknowledgement page and
return it to the Front Office or scan and email it to the dean of students
(darchuleta@smhscs.org). This is the last page of the Family Handbook and can be accessed by
clicking HERE. The Family Handbook is available on our website. Please be aware of some of
the more notable changes/additions for the upcoming school year.

Students are permitted to wear official St. Mary’s High School  T-shirts and hoodies for
everyday dress. Only SMHS-branded T-shirts and hoodies are allowed. You can find various
official SMHS gear at the Pirate Store at school. There will be a Weekly Mass Dress Code on
Wednesdays, as well as a Formal Mass Dress Code that will be announced only for special
occasions, i.e. Senior Mass, Grandparents Mass, etc.

Dress Down Days (Spirit Days) will occur on Fridays unless otherwise announced. Please take
note of those dress requirements.

Please also familiarize yourself with the SMHS school-wide late work policy as well as the SMHS
absentee policy.

Summer Reading
Current Pirates and incoming freshmen should have received an email detailing summer course
work for some of our English and social studies classes. Summer Reading assignments can be
found on our website. There is assigned work for English I, English IA, English IIA, English III,
English IV, AP Literature, AP Language, and AP US History. Click HERE for a complete list. If
you have any questions about the summer course work, you can contact the teacher using the
email address provided next to each course.

School Supply List
Click HERE for a copy of the school supply list for 2022-2023. Please note this is a general list
and teachers may have different or additional requests for their individual courses. Teachers
will discuss this when they cover the syllabus on the first day of school.

https://5il.co/1dbjy
mailto:darchuleta@smhscs.org
https://5il.co/1dbjx
https://stmaryshsco.sites.thrillshare.com/page/summer-course-work
https://5il.co/1dbsn


Bell Schedules
SMHS will have four main bell schedules for the 2022-2023 school year. Please click each link to
see our Regular Schedule, Modified Wednesday Schedule, Morning Assembly Schedule, and
Afternoon Assembly Schedule. Copies of these bell schedules can also be found on the school
website. At times, we may need to follow a special bell schedule. Those will be announced and
communicated beforehand.

First Day of School
Wednesday, Aug. 17, will be the first day of school for all students. We will use a special
schedule that day to include an orientation for all students, House assignments, and fun group
activities, in addition to running through a shortened class schedule to meet their teachers and
gather class materials. The special schedule for the first day of school will be sent closer to the
start of the school year. Look for that in the Signal.

Bus Transportation
St. Mary’s will offer transportation to and from Monument for the 2022-2023 school year.
Families interested in riding the Monument bus will need to fill out the form HERE. If you have
any questions regarding the Monument bus route, please contact Dan Mersman
(dmersman@smhscs.org).

House System and Council
The House System supports all aspects of student life.  It joins students of different
backgrounds and grade levels—of different talents and interests—into a new foundation for
student activities. It increases school spirit. The primary goal of the House System is to
increase the pastoral care of each student and encourage a sense of family through faith,
knowledge, and service.

The primary objective of the House system is to enable all students, not just those who hold a
specific title, to embrace their potential for leadership and to become part of a multi-grade
community, which is responsible for the academic, social, and spiritual growth of all its
members. The House system allows students and faculty time to play and pray together, as well
as time for positive peer-to-peer growth.

An alternative form of student governance, the House System allows students from all grades to
build relationships across classes by older students mentoring younger ones. Class identity is
still encouraged, while creating new traditions as well.

https://5il.co/ji9x
https://5il.co/pojm
https://5il.co/1d6gs
https://5il.co/1d6gu
https://forms.gle/MmT2nLWYb1eQBdVA6
mailto:dmersman@smhscs.org


The St. Mary’s Student Governance System is represented by four Houses: Gallavan, Loretto,
Kelly, Myers. Each House will be divided into three Mentor rooms. These Mentor rooms are akin
to a homeroom where students’ social-emotional needs will be nurtured. The student remains a
part of that room for his/her tenure at Saint Mary’s.

St. Mary’s High school is a place of long tradition. Founded by the Sisters of Loretto in 1885,
this new tradition does not replace the old ones, but builds on the family, the friendships, and
community that we already have. Just as the beauty of our faith is ever ancient, and always new,
so our school is built on a firm foundation, but is always building new traditions.

All this information can be found on our website HERE.

Zero Hour
St. Mary’s will offer a new option of Zero Hour for the 2022-2023 school year. Zero hour will
run from 7:30 am-8:10 am. Prayer and announcements will begin at 8:15 am with first period
immediately following. St. Mary’s will no longer have a Pirate Period on our schedule. We will
resume a 15-minute Activity Period on Mondays and Fridays and a Home Mentor Time on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. There will be no Activity Period or Home Mentor period on
Wednesdays due to the modified schedule.

What is Zero Hour?
Zero Hour is time put aside M, T, Th, and F (before school starts) for club meetings,
mentorship/tutoring in math and writing, liturgical choir practice, occasional science
labs, study hall, detention, and time for students to schedule a meeting with a teacher.
Our Pirate Cafe, run by our own FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) members,
will be open during zero hour each morning (closed on Wednesdays).  A monitored study
hall will always be available for students needing to arrive early without a scheduled
activity.

Regular Schedule
The warning bell will ring at 8:10 am each morning on our regular schedule (see Regular
Bell Schedule) with first period beginning at 8:17 am. Classes will be 50 minutes each.
We will have one 35-minute lunch period for the entire school. Dismissal will be at 3:21
pm.

Modified Wednesdays
Every Wednesday will begin with professional development for teachers. Students will
have a later start to their school day (see Modified Wednesday Bell Schedule). There will
be no zero hour on Wednesdays; therefore, no club meetings, student activities, or

https://stmaryshsco.sites.thrillshare.com/page/house-system


detentions will be scheduled before school on this day of the week.  A monitored study
hall will be available for all students needing to arrive earlier than the warning bell on
Wednesdays.

On Wednesday, the warning bell will ring at 8:50 am with first period beginning at 8:57
am. Classes will be 40 minutes. We will celebrate Mass every Wednesday in the gym
from 11:49 am-12:34 pm. Parents are always welcome to join us. Please note that the
school building will be closed during Mass to allow for all faculty and staff to attend.
School will dismiss at 3:21 pm.

Calendar
The SMHS calendar is updated for the 2022-2023 academic year and available to the families
through the school website HERE. You can click HERE for a convenient Google calendar link as
well. As has been done in the past, we have created a one-page calendar containing only major
events and holidays for your convenience. You can access a copy of that HERE.

New Courses
SMHS is excited to announce some new course offerings for the 2022-2023 school year. If you
would like to add any of these courses, please contact the school counselor
(ebaxter@smhscs.org) to make a schedule change. You can find more information about these
courses and all our course offerings in our curriculum guide on the school website.

233  Creative Writing (semester course) - elective credit only; Mrs. Mary Anne
Kavannaugh
234  Film as Literature (semester course) - elective credit only; Mrs. Mary Anne
Kavannaugh
237  Print Media Journalism (full-year course) - elective credit only; Mrs. Mary Anne
Kavannaugh
242  Theater (semester course) - may count as a fine art credit; Mr. Daniel Foster
430  Spanish Heritage (full-year course) - may count as a world language credit; Mrs.
Katherinne Balboa
960  Music/Choir (full-year course) - may count as a fine art credit; Mr. Daniel Foster
965  3-D Art (semester course) - elective credit only; Mrs. Rosario Weston
970  The Business of Art (semester course) - elective credit only; Mrs. Rosario Weston

Please refer to our website and or family handbook for information on dual enrollment courses
through UCCS - CU Succeed. Please contact our school counselor (ebaxter@smhscs.org) for
questions.

https://stmaryshsco.sites.thrillshare.com/events
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y19zamlpNTg5Nm82aTNsMnR0anEyaHQ3ZHVnMEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://5il.co/1d9x8
mailto:ebaxter@smhscs.org
mailto:ebaxter@smhscs.org


In addition to the new and exciting courses being offered for the 2022-2023 school year, we are
pleased to announce the return of a music program to St. Mary’s High School headed by the
talented Mr. Daniel Foster, who will also teach our theater class and drama club. The music
program will consist of the following classes, which are open to all students as additional
electives. If you have any questions about the music program, please contact Mr. Foster
(dfoster@smhscs.org).

Strings
This course will have high standards for performance and include fundamentals and
enhancement of string orchestra playing, including violin, viola, cello and bass and
(piano). Students will learn to develop an appreciation of music, build skills for efficient
practicing, follow a conductor, and increase music literacy - including music reading,
recognizing articulations and musical styles, and understanding musical terms.
Students will receive exposure to music's relation to history and art. Emphasis will also
be placed on exposing each student to a variety of performing experiences and music in
which to apply these skills. Participation is required for concerts and possible morning
and/or evening rehearsals relating to performance. Instrument rentals and purchases
are the responsibility of the family.

Performance Choir
This course will have high standards for performance and include fundamentals of vocal
performance techniques. Students will sing advanced repertoire from various eras of
musical history and from a variety of music styles: including gospel, musical theater,
pop, and classical. While learning rehearsal and performance techniques, the students
analyze compositional elements in cultural and historical contexts. Participation is
required for concerts and possible morning and/or evening rehearsals relating to
performance.

Mass Choir
This course introduces students to the basics of singing and reading music. There is NO
AUDITION NECESSARY! Students will learn to support Mass through different music
styles. Students will develop stronger vocal skills, learn multiple part harmonies, and
learn rehearsal and performance techniques.

Clubs & Extracurriculars
St. Mary’s is proud to offer a number of school clubs and extracurriculars. Students are
encouraged to participate in one or more of these special interest groups. Clubs at St. Mary’s

mailto:dfoster@smhscs.org


give students opportunities to lead, serve, and achieve excellence. Some clubs are open to any
St. Mary’s students, while membership in others, such as the National Honor Societies, must be
earned. Please visit the “Clubs & Extracurriculars” page under “Student Life” on our website for
more information. Some of the clubs and extracurricular activities offered by St. Mary’s for the
2022-23 school year include:

National Honor Society, Mrs. Mary Anne Kavanaugh
Students for Life, Mr. Mike Kloenne
Environmental Club, Mr. Al Hartzell
National Spanish Honor Society, Mrs. Katherinne Balboa & Mrs. Svitlana Benson
National Art Honor Society, Mrs. Rosario Weston
Drama Club, Mr. Daniel Foster
Ambassadors/Link Crew, Mrs. Raquel Kravosic & Ms. Ramon Falt
Forensics, Mr. Henry McIntosh & Mrs. Robin Knoepke
House System/Council, Mr. Mike Kloenne
American Sign Language, Mrs. Maxine Hennessey
Gaming Club, Mr. Caleb Smith

Mentoring (Math), Mr. Paul Hartman
Mentoring (English), Mrs. Mary Anne Kavanaugh

St. Mary’s is always looking to add new clubs that fuel student interest. If you have an idea for a
club, please see the dean of students, Mr. Dennis Archuleta, for a club form.

Infinite Campus
Infinite Campus is our grading portal. If you are a new student/family, you should have received
login instructions via email. If you cannot remember your password, contact Mrs. Cichon
(jcichon@smhscs.org). You can download the app for quick and easy access. Students and
parents should check grades and emails often. If you notice any grading discrepancy, please
contact the teacher as soon as possible.

MobileServe App
St. Mary’s High School uses a mobile Community Service app, MobileServe, that allows you to:
(1) Find Events that need your help. (2) Instantly log your hours and see your totals.

Please download MobileServe
https://app.mobileserve.com

Login is your school email address.

https://stmaryshsco.sites.thrillshare.com/page/clubs-extracurriculars
mailto:jcichon@smhscs.org
https://app.mobileserve.com/


Password is your first name (all lowercase) and birthdate (mmddyy)
For example: (sam050703)

All hours completed during the summer months should be turned in by September 30.
All hours completed during the Fall semester should be turned in by December 31 or the
first day back in January.
All hours completed during the Spring semester should be turned in by April 30.

Contact Mrs. Cichon (jcichon@smhscs.org) if you need help with the app. Log your hours as
you complete them; do not wait until the due date.

Cove and Pirate Cafe
Mealtimes at school are an important part of the daily student experience; it’s a time to break
bread together, socialize with friends, fuel student bodies, and nourish sharp minds. It is our
belief that the quality of life is also enhanced across the entire school community during this
shared time together. Through wholesome meals, the whole campus is better equipped to live a
happy, healthy life. We are excited to announce that the Cove will be operating again this fall
with a few new additions.

Students wishing to join the Future Business Leaders of America will have an opportunity to
develop budgets, control and maintain inventory and budgets, and maintain a profit and loss
statement within the operation of the Cove. Student managers will network with parent
volunteers to develop meal plans, order products, and complete their ServSafe certifications.

Coming this Fall! The Pirate Café. Students will be able start their day with their favorite,
pastry, latte, tea, or smoothie. Hours: 7:30 am-8:10 am. More information will be coming soon!
Contact Lorelei Kay (lkay@smhscs.org) if you are interested in being a parent volunteer!

PPC
The Parent Pirate Crew, St. Mary’s parent organization, is back! They will meet on the second
Tuesday of each month. We encourage all parents to get involved. Please refer to the school
calendar posted on our website. If you have questions or wish to be involved, please contact
Tara Cuccinelli (paytonth@aol.com)

Parent Volunteer Hours
St. Mary’s recognizes the importance of parental involvement. St. Mary’s provides the
opportunity for parents to participate as parent volunteers and help support the students,
faculty, and staff at St. Mary’s. All of the students benefit from family involvement. St. Mary's

mailto:jcichon@smhscs.org
mailto:paytonth@aol.com


High School families are expected to volunteer a minimum of 30 hours each school year (June
1-May 31) in activities that directly support the SMHS community. Families may choose to opt
out and instead pay $450. St. Mary’s High School uses a mobile community service app,
MobileServe, that allows you to: find events that need your help and instantly log your hours,
and see your totals.

● Please download MobileServe! https://app.mobileserve.com
● Login is your School email address. Password is your first name (all lowercase) and

birthdate (mmddyy).  For example: (sam050703)

VIRTUS is an online program created by the National Catholic Risk Retention Group in the
United States with a "Protecting God's Children" component.  The program includes a
background check.  Both are needed before any parent can begin volunteering around students.
For more information on VIRTUS and steps on how to complete the training, please see the
“Parent Responsibilities” section in the Family Handbook.

Virtus Training for Students
All SMHS students will complete VIRTUS training per the Diocese. Students will complete the
program in their Theology class during the first semester. More information will be provided
during the fall semester.

Chromebooks
All students will be issued a Chromebook for the 2022-2023 academic year. The Chromebook is
a required supply item, provided free of charge by SMHS. Teachers will instruct students on how
and when the Chromebook will be used in class. Chromebooks will be distributed in Room 205
on Aug. 9 and Aug. 10 (please see specific times below under ” Book Distribution”). Students
and parents are required to read and understand the Chromebook User Agreement and the
Internet Use Policy (in the Family Handbook) and adhere to the rules of conduct therein. A copy
of the Chromebook User Agreement contract can be found HERE. Please read it carefully and
sign. A signed contract must be turned in at the same time you pick up your Chromebook.

Book Distribution/Student Planners/Parking Passes
Students may pick up their books and student planners on Tuesday, Aug. 9, and Wednesday,
Aug. 10, in the Resource Center.  Students must bring their official schedule in order to collect
their books.  Parking passes will be available at the Front Office on these dates as well. Please
click HERE to view what paperwork you must have completed ahead of time and any items
needed in order to receive your parking pass.  Please note the times for both books and parking
passes below.

https://app.mobileserve.com/
https://5il.co/1dbjy
https://5il.co/14cco
https://5il.co/14ccm
https://5il.co/w9e0


Aug. 9:
9 am-10 am - SENIORS may pick up books, planners, Chromebooks, and parking
passes
10 am-11 am - JUNIORS may pick up books, planners, Chromebooks, and parking
passes
11 am-12 pm - SOPHOMORES and FRESHMEN may pick up books, planners, and
Chromebooks

Aug. 10, 9 am-11 am - All others needing parking passes, books, planners, and
Chromebooks who were not able to come on Aug. 9

Sports Physicals
Sports physicals are due prior to the start of each sport season. Those dates can be found on the
school calendar. All sports physicals should be completed and returned to the Athletic Director
(tdarneal@smhscs.org) or front office. You can access the form HERE and on our website under
“Current Pirates.”

Picture Day Information
School Pictures will be taken at school on the following days:

Aug. 25: Picture Day, 9th and 10th grade
Sept. 1: Picture Day, 11th grade & make ups
Sept. 8: Picture Day, 12th grade & make ups

Back to School Night
We welcome all parents and students to join us for a Back to School Night on Tuesday, Aug.
30.  The evening will be a celebration of our St. Mary’s community.  Please join us as we
welcome our new families and teachers. Food trucks will be available in the senior parking lot
(east lot) from 4:30 pm-6 pm. Tables for clubs, sports, and extracurriculars will be available
down in the gym for guests to visit and learn more. Parents will report to their student’s first
period class at 6:10 pm. Parents will run through their student’s schedule for a meet and greet
with each teacher. During your student’s lunch period, all guests will report to the gym; SMHS
Board Members will give a brief presentation on their roles and responsibilities. The evening
will conclude at 8:30 pm.

Counseling Information (schedules)
New Parent Information Night
There will be an information night for new parents in the SMHS Art Room (room 702) on
Tuesday, Aug. 2, from 6 pm-7 pm. Please bring a copy of your student’s schedule.

mailto:tdarneal@smhscs.org
https://5il.co/d2py


Scheduling
Students will receive their 2022-2023 school schedule on Tuesday, Aug. 2.
Student schedules are generated from the course request forms they completed back in the
spring. Every effort will be made to give the student their first choice of electives, but this is not
always possible. A student may only change his/her schedule during the following times and for
the following reasons.

Students and Parents are asked to schedule an appointment for any needed schedule
change. Scheduling an appointment for the dates below will be made available through
SignUp Genius, a link to which will be in our July 8 and July 22 Signals.

● Wednesday, Aug. 3: 11th & 12th grade schedule changes
● Thursday, Aug. 4: 9th & 10th grade schedule changes
● Friday, Aug. 5: All grades

Changes may be made for the following reasons:

● Not enough classes (less than 7 periods)
● Does not meet prerequisites for a course
● Educationally misplaced
● To adjust the strength of the schedule

Examples of unacceptable change requests include:
● Requests based on teacher of class
● Being in a class with friends
● Changing the class to a different period

Schedule changes are allowed within the first five days of each semester. After day five, the
student must meet with the counselor, fill out the “schedule change request form,” and
return the form with all necessary signatures. These changes are limited to educational
misplacements. Any other changes after the first five days will result in an “F” grade unless the
student was determined to be educationally misplaced. Students must attend the classes that
appear on their original schedule until the changes are complete in Infinite Campus.
 
REMEMBER: Changes are NOT final until your counselor approves them and officially
changes your schedule in Infinite Campus.




