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Mon 12/5 Facebook While the Round Lake-Brewster School is a big point of pride in our community, the building
has critical facility needs that must be addressed soon.

Back in August, a $30.48 million bond referendum fell short of passing by just seven votes.
The School Board is now asking voters to again consider the solution in February 2023. An
approved referendum would allow us to move ahead on a series of key facility projects:

➡Replacing parts of the current school—including those built in 1914 and 1938, along with
part of the 1961 structure—with a new building addition

➡20 new modern classrooms, including eight that will be additional spaces to meet the
demands of future growth

➡A new gymnasium

➡Dedicated music, art, and science classrooms, along with support spaces

➡An updated library and media center

➡A new cafeteria with improved serving lines and a larger-capacity, full-service kitchen
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➡An improved student pickup and drop-off area to improve safety and security

➡A new staff parking lot

Learn more and find answers to frequently asked questions: https://www.rlbreferendum.org/

Thu 12/8 Facebook Did you know? The tax levy for the Round Lake-Brewster Public Schools is among the
lowest in our region. Check out the comparison for 2022.

In February, residents will vote on a school bond referendum. Learn more:
https://www.rlbreferendum.org/
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Wed 12/14 Facebook If voters approve the bond referendum in February, Round Lake-Brewster students will have
access to updated, modern facilities that will help prepare them for the years to come. An
approved referendum would have an estimated property tax impact of $34/month on a home
worth $150,000.

 Homeowners who can claim the Homestead Credit will see a reduced tax impact for the
referendum, depending on the fair market value of their home. The Minnesota Special
Property Tax Refund is also available each year to owners of homestead properties with a
gross tax increase of at least 12% and $100 over prior year. This can be helpful during the
first year of the referendum.

Agricultural land owners will receive the Ag Tax Credit, which is at 70%. As a result, the
state of Minnesota will cover the costs of about 54% of the referendum, if approved.

Learn more: https://www.rlbreferendum.org
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Tue 12/20 Facebook What are the facility needs at Round Lake-Brewster School?

We have discovered cracks and deterioration that could affect the structural integrity of the
building if we wait too long to address them. While temporary fixes have been made, we
must take action to find a more permanent solution to these needs.

Additionally, parts of the building—originally constructed in 1914— no longer meet the needs
of a 21st century educational experience. We have an opportunity to update some of our
spaces to ensure we can continue preparing students for the career and college
opportunities of the future.

District leaders and the School Board have been responsible stewards of taxpayer dollars
and have looked for ways to reduce the impact on taxpayers as we maintain our facilities.
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However, we are at a point at which we cannot delay addressing our facility needs any
longer.

We invite you to learn more about these needs and the bond referendum that will appear on
the ballot in February 2023: https://www.rlbreferendum.org

Wed 12/28 Facebook Increased property valuations in our community do NOT necessarily lead to more revenue
for Round Lake-Brewster School.

Unlike other municipalities, school districts do not receive more revenue when property
values increase in a community. The majority of a school district’s revenue (including
property tax revenue) is calculated using formulas based on student enrollment. If
enrollment increases, the district’s revenue goes up—and vice versa.

Additionally, increasing property valuations do not necessarily lead to much higher taxes for
property owners on the school district portion of their taxes.

The school levy rate is adjusted every year based on aid and levy percentages, as well as
how much revenue the district is anticipating to receive based on enrollment estimates.
Increases or decreases in enrollment cause the total revenue to increase or decrease
accordingly. When the final numbers are known, future tax levies are adjusted up or down
based on actual audited results for that fiscal year.

Each individual property’s value may change for a number of reasons every year. In general,
if there is an across-the-board valuation increase in a community, the total levy gets divided
exactly the same way and all property owners pay the same share. If your individual value
grows less or grows more than the rest of the community, your slice will get a little smaller or
a little larger. If residential homes increase in value more than commercial property, ag land,
or other property types, homeowners would pay a little more than other property types.

Find more answers to FAQs: https://www.rlbreferendum.org
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