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Geneva Area City Schools
District Identification and Service Plan

Gifted Students

Introduction

“Gifted” means students who perform or show potential for performing at remarkably high
levels of accomplishment when compared to others of their age, experience, or environment and
who are identified under division (A), (B), (C), or (D) of section 3324.03 of the Ohio Revised
Code.

The district accepts referrals, screens and identifies, or screens and reassesses students who
perform or show potential for performing at high levels of accomplishment in the areas of
superior cognitive ability, specific academic ability, creative thinking ability, and/or visual and/or
performing arts. The district must follow policy and procedures established in Ohio
Administrative Code 3301-51-15.  These rules specify that assessment instruments must come
from the list approved by the Ohio Department of Education.

Program Philosophy:

The Geneva Area City School system is committed to an instructional program that recognizes
and provides for the unique needs and abilities of the individual student.  The programs for
academically talented students are a vital part of this commitment.

Policy Statement:

In accordance with the belief that all students are entitled to education commensurate with their
particular needs, gifted and talented students in the District must be provided an opportunity to
progress as their abilities permit. The Geneva Area City Schools Board of Education believes that
these children require services beyond those offered in regular school programs in order to
realize their potential contribution to themselves and to society.

Annually, children who are gifted are identified by professionally qualified persons using a variety
of assessment procedures. The Board encourages efforts to provide services for the children who
are gifted as an integral part of the total kindergarten through grade 12 program.  Additional
information may be found by accessing BOE Policy 2464 (Gifted Education & Identification).

Identification Plan

All students are screened, assessed and identified utilizing ODE approved assessment
instruments.  The District selects instruments that will allow for appropriate screening and
identification of children who are culturally & linguistically diverse, children who are economically



disadvantaged, children with disabilities and children with limited English proficiency.
Accommodations are provided as needed.

Parents will be notified of the intent to screen, assess, and identify students each school year.

The 2018 Operating Standards for Identifying and Serving Students Who are Gifted (Ohio
Administrative Code 3301-51-15) requires Districts to administer two whole-grade screening
opportunities per school year. These whole-grade screenings must occur once during the K-2
grade band and once during the 3-6 grade band in each of these areas: superior cognitive
ability, creative thinking ability, reading and mathematics.  The District conducts whole grade
testing at grades 2 and 5 for reading, mathematics, science, social studies, creative thinking and
superior cognitive ability.  Additionally, the district provides two additional opportunities for
assessments to occur (November & April) based on referrals from teachers, parents and/or other
students.  Referral forms may be obtained online or from any building office.

Children who transfer into the district will be assessed with other students at the appropriate
time or will be assessed within 90 days upon recommendation by teachers, parents, or other
students.  The district will also accept scores provided by other school districts and trained
personnel outside the district provided they are based on ODE approved assessment
instruments.

Parents are notified of assessment results in writing within 30 days of receiving the assessment
results.

The District uses a three-part approach to screen students who perform or show potential for
performing at high levels of accomplishment in the areas of superior cognitive ability, specific
academic ability, creative thinking ability, and visual and/or performing arts ability.



OR



Referral:

Students may be referred through achievement and/or ability testing, teacher or other education
professional nominations, parent or student nominations, and reviewing student records for
documented superior performance. All screening information obtained from parents, teachers
and district test data is gathered by the Coordinator of Gifted Services. Per the 2018 Operating
Standards for Identifying and Serving Students Who are Gifted (Ohio Administrative Code
3301-51-15) requires Districts to administer two whole-grade screening opportunities per school
year. These whole-grade screenings must occur once during the K-2 grade band and once during
the 3-6 grade band in each of these areas: superior cognitive ability, creative thinking ability,
reading and mathematics.  The District conducts whole grade testing at grades 2 and 5 for
reading, mathematics, science, social studies, creative thinking and superior cognitive ability.

The district provides two additional opportunities for assessments to occur (November & April)
based on referrals from teachers, parents and/or other students.  Referral forms may be
obtained from the District website or by contacting the building Principal.  online or from any
building office.  Parent/guardian permission is required for gifted screening / assessment by
referral.

Upon receipt of a referral, the District will:
● Obtain parent/guardian consent to test
● Schedule the student for assessment for either the fall assessment or spring assessment

window



● Follow the process as outlined in this plan; and
● Notify parents/guardians of results of screening or assessment and identification within 30

days of completion of district testing.

Reassessment (if applicable):

When the screening assessment has been completed, if the data/score is from an approved
screening instrument or from an identification instrument on which the student is within a
district-specified range below the identification score, re-assessment for possible identification
occurs. This approach ensures any potentially gifted student does not go unidentified. This
process aims to include, rather than exclude, students who are close to the identification score.
In the case of whole-grade screenings or individual testing, parent permission must be obtained
for reassessment. When the reassessment is completed, if the score/data meets cut-off scores
specified in the Ohio Department of Education’s guidance, the identification is made and
educational needs are determined.

Identification:

When the screening assessment has been completed, if the data obtained is from an approved
identification instrument and the score meets cut-off scores specified in the department of
education guidance, the identification decision is made, parents/guardians and teachers are
notified, and the student's educational needs are determined.  Identifications remain in effect for
the remainder of the student’s K-12 school experience.

Parent Notification:

Parents are notified of whether or not the results of their child’s testing meets state gifted
identification (per ORC 3324.03) criteria within 30 days of the date test results are received by
the district. Letters are mailed home, emailed, or sent home with students in a sealed envelope.

Outside-of-District / Outside Assessment and Transfer:

The District accepts scores on assessment instruments approved for use by the Ohio Department
of Education, provided by other schools and/or trained personnel outside the school District. The
District ensures that any child transferring into the District will be assessed within 90 school days
of the transfer at the request of the parent/guardian.  Parents should contact the building
principal.

Assessment Instruments - Geneva Area City Schools

The Geneva Area City Schools only uses assessment instruments (tests) for screening and
identification approved by the Ohio Department of Education. To ensure that the test results
accurately reflect each student’s aptitude or achievement level, tests have also been included
that will allow for appropriate screening and identification of students from minority or
disadvantaged populations, students with disabilities, and students for whom English is a second
language. Where necessary, tests are administered in a student’s native language if interpreters
are available.

In compliance with Ohio Revised Code 3324.03, the Board of Education of each school district
shall identify gifted students in grades kindergarten through 12 as follows:



● (A) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “superior cognitive ability” if the student
did either of the following:

○ Scored two standard deviations above the mean, minus the standard error of
measurement, on an approved individual standardized intelligence test
administered by a licensed psychologist;

○ Accomplished any one of the following:
■ Scored at least two standard deviations above the mean, minus the standard

error of measurement, on an approved standardized group intelligence test;
■ Performed at or above the 95th percentile on an approved individual or group

standardized basic or composite battery of a nationally normed achievement
test;

■ Attained an approved score on one or more above-grade level standardized,
nationally normed approved tests.

● (B) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “specific academic ability” superior to
that of children of similar age in a specific academic ability field if the student performs at
or above the 95th percentile at the national level on an approved individual or group
standardized achievement test of specific academic ability in that field. A student may be
identified as gifted in more than one specific academic ability field.

● (C) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “creative thinking ability” superior to
children of a similar age if the student scored one standard deviation above the mean,
minus the standard error of measurement, on an approved individual or group intelligence
test and also did either of the following:

○ Attained a sufficient score, as established by the Department of Education, on an
approved individual or group test of creative ability;

○ Exhibited sufficient performance, as established by the Department of Education, on
an approved checklist of creative behaviors.

● (D) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “visual or performing arts ability”
superior to that of children of similar age if the student has done both of the following:

○ Demonstrated through a display of work, an audition, or other performance or
exhibition, superior ability in a visual or performing arts area;

○ Exhibited sufficient performance, as established by the Department of Education, on
an approved checklist of behaviors related to a specific arts area.

Assurances:

The district meets the ODE requirements for evaluation of students thus ensuring equal access
to screening and further assessment for all district children, including culturally or linguistically
diverse children, children from low socio-economic backgrounds, children with disabilities and
children for whom English is a second language.  This includes the use of tests that are valid for
special populations including approved assessments in a language other than English or in a
non-verbal format.  Safeguards are in place to ensure that tests reflect accurate
aptitude/achievement for students with physical and sensory disabilities.  All testing instruments
have been approved by the Ohio Department of Education and are administered by qualified
personnel, including trained classroom teachers (group testing), gifted coordinator, school
psychologist (individual testing) or trained test administrators.  All students will be screened for
superior cognitive ability, specific academic ability in mathematics, reading, science, social
studies and creative thinking abilities using assessments from the Ohio Department of Education
list of approved assessments at least once prior to the end of second grade and at least once
after the completion of fourth grade but prior to the end of fifth grade.



Assessment Instruments:

Geneva Area City Schools uses the following assessment instruments for screening and
identification pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 3301-51-15.  The cut scores provided were
obtained via Ohio Department of Education guidance documents. Our District also acknowledges
the standard error of measurement (SEM) on these tests in generating eligibility scores. Initial
identification must be based on an identification instrument result.

Superior Cognitive Ability

Assessment Grade Level Superior Cognitive
Identification

Screen Criteria Score

Cognitive Abilities Test
(CogAT) - Form 7

Grade K
Grades 1-2

Grade 3
Grades 4-6
Grades 7-12

127+
127+
127+
127+
127+

125
125
125
125
125

InView - A Measure of
Cognitive Abilities

Grades 2-12 128 126

Naglieri Nonverbal (NNAT3) Grades K-6
Grades 7-12

125
126

124
125

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children (WISC-V) [5th

edition]

Grades K-12 127+ 126

Specific Academic Ability

Assessment Grade Level Superior Cognitive
Identification

Screen Criteria Score

i-Ready Assessment by
Curriculum Associates

Grades 2-8 95th+ %tile 93rd+ %tile

Iowa Assessments (Form E
Complete Battery)

Grades K-12

Grade K (Math &
Reading only)

95th+ %tile 93rd+ %tile

Terra Nova Complete (3rd
Edition)

Grades K-12
Grade K (Math &

Reading only)

95th+ %tile 93rd+ %tile

ACT Grades 9-12 95th+ %tile N/A



Creative Thinking Ability

Assessment Grade Level Superior Cognitive
Identification

Screen Criteria Score

Scales for Rating the Behavior
Characteristics of Superior
Students (SRBCSS) - Part 2

Grades K-12 51 48-50

Naglieri Nonverbal (NNAT3) Grades K-12 111+ 109

Gifted & Talented Evaluation
Scales (GATES)

Grades K-12 83
Section 4: Items 21-30

82
Section 4: Items 21-30

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children, Fourth Edition (WISC-IV)

Grades K-12 112+ 110

Visual & Performing Arts

Assessment Grade Level Superior Cognitive
Identification

Screen Criteria Score

Scales for Rating the Behavior
Characteristics of Superior
Students (SRBCSS) - Part 2

Music:
Grades K-12

Part VI

Visual
Grades K-12

Part V

Drama
Grades K-12

Part VII

39+

61+

57+

37-38

59-60

54-56

Ohio Department of Education
Rubric for Scoring Visual
Art/Music/Drama/Dance

Art:   21-24
Music:  18-21
Dance:  26-30
Drama:  20-24

Gifted & Talented Evaluation
Scales (GATES)

83
Section 4: Items 21-30

82
Section 4: Items 21-30

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children, Fourth Edition (WISC-IV)

Grades K-12 112+ 110

Services

The Geneva Area City Schools ensures equal opportunity for all students identified as gifted to
receive services offered by the District.  The criteria used may not discriminate on the basis of
race, gender, ethnicity, disability status, first language or socio-economic status.  Placement for



District services shall match the criteria used in determining eligibility.  The District
acknowledges that gifted students have diverse needs and strives to offer a continuum of
services as appropriate for students.

All gifted services in the Geneva Area City Schools shall be delivered in accordance with the Ohio
Revised Code and the Ohio Administrative Code.  Districts are required to identify gifted
students.  However, school districts are not required to provide gifted education services. The
Geneva Area City Schools strives to offer a continuum of services to serve the diverse needs of
gifted students with the available resources.  In addition, there are a multitude of strategies that
are also used (i.e. - small groups of students; working outside of the classroom).

Program Type Service Setting Service Provider Grade Levels Formal Plan
Structure

Early Entrance to
Kindergarten or

1st Grade

Regular Classroom General Education
Teacher

K-1 Written Education
Plan (WEP)

Written
Acceleration Plan

(WAP)

Acceleration
(Grade Level or

Subject)

Regular Classroom
with Acceleration

General Education
Teacher

K-12 Written Education
Plan (WEP)

Written
Acceleration Plan

(WAP)

Cluster Grouping Regular Classroom
with Cluster Group

General Education
Teacher w/ GI

Support

3-5 Written Education
Plan (WEP)

Honors Regular Classroom General Education
Teacher

6-12 Written Education
Plan (WEP)

CCP Post-Secondary
Institution

General Education
- Collegiate
Classroom

7-12 Written Education
Plan (WEP)

Written
Acceleration Plan

(WAP)

Advanced
Placement

Regular Classroom
- AP

General Education
Teacher (AP

Trained)

9-12 Written Education
Plan (WEP)

Early Graduation Regular Classroom General Education
Teacher

11-12 Written Education
Plan (WEP)

Written
Acceleration Plan

(WAP)

Although a child is identified as gifted, the decision to participate in any gifted service option
always remains with the parent and/or guardian.  Once a child has been identified,



parents/guardians are notified of services to be offered.  Should a parent/guardian desire that
their child(ren) continue to receive provided services, no additional retesting or notification to
the District Coordinator is required.

Annually, parents/guardians will be notified of services to be offered to their child(ren).  If a
parent and/or guardian wishes to decline services for their child(ren) for the current academic
school year, the parent or guardian should notify the building administrator and/or District Gifted
Coordinator in writing of this decision.  If at any point during the academic school year should a
parent wish to withdraw their child(ren) from gifted services, the request should be made in
writing to the District Gifted Coordinator.

District Enrichment Plan:

Enrichments are activities purposely designed to expose students to a wide variety of disciplines,
issues, occupations, hobbies, persons, places and/or events. They may expand the scope of the
regular curriculum or introduce topics not covered in the general education program. Any staff
member may be the originator of enrichment, and the student audience will vary depending on
interest and ability. Enrichments are not reported to the Ohio Department of Education as gifted
services nor are students considered gifted serviced or identified gifted.

Acceleration

The Ohio Revised Code section 3324.10 requires that districts put into effect an acceleration
policy for advanced students. Acceleration allows students who show master of grade-level
content to experience an above-grade-level curriculum that is not normally a curricular option, in
order to foster academic growth.

The goals of acceleration are to adjust the pace of instruction to the student’s capability and to
provide an appropriate level of challenge. Although instructional adaptations may be made for
academically talented students, there are situations in which such modifications are insufficient
in fulfilling the potential of all highly academic-capable children.  Personal acceleration can be a
highly effective alternative in these cases.

Formal Acceleration Options Include:

● Early Entrance to Kindergarten
● Early Entrance to First Grade
● Whole-Grade Level Acceleration
● Subject Acceleration
● Early Graduation

Referrals:

Any student residing in the District may be referred by the following for evaluation for possible
accelerated placement: teacher, administrator, school counselor, school psychologist, parent or
legal guardian of the student, or student (self or peer referral).  Completed referral forms
(located on the District website) signed with parent permission to evaluate the student are to be
sent to the Gifted Coordinator.



Acceleration Evaluation:

Children who are referred for evaluation for possible accelerated placement sixty or more days
prior to the start of the school year shall be evaluated in advance of the start of the school year
so that the child may be placed in the accelerated placement on the first day of school. Children
who are referred for possible accelerated placement sixty or more days prior to the start of the
second semester shall be evaluated for possible accelerated placement at the start of the second
semester. In all other cases, evaluations of a referred child shall be scheduled at the student’s
principal’s discretion and placed in the accelerated setting(s) at an appropriate time - if it is
determined that the child should be accelerated.

Early Entrance Evaluation:

All early entrance applicants must schedule a meeting with the Gifted Coordinator prior to
submitting a referral form and prior to May 15th of the school year for which admission is
requested. Early entrance to kindergarten is a whole-grade acceleration that is designed for the
exceptional child who is academically, developmentally, and socially advanced as compared to
others of his or her chronological age. The placement criteria are set at a high level of difficulty
so that the under-aged child will not be disadvantaged by his or her age difference. Children will
have an individual evaluation by a school psychologist to determine whether they meet all of the
following criteria:

● intelligence within the very superior range of ability as measured by a standardized
intelligence test (i.e., children whose intelligence falls within the gifted range);

● visual-motor maturity at a 6-year-old level (i.e., children whose paper/pencil skills equal a
first-grade child);

● superior reading and math skill development;
● evidence of superior social/emotional adjustment as observed by the school psychologist.

Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 3321.01, all children who will be the proper age for entrance to
kindergarten or first grade by the first day of January of the school year for which admission is
requested shall be evaluated upon the request of the child’s parent or legal guardian. Early
Entrance referrals need to be completed and submitted to the Gifted Coordinator before or on
May 15th of the school year prior for which admission is requested.

Children who will not yet be the proper age for entrance to kindergarten or first grade by the
first day of January of the school year for which admission is requested shall also be evaluated
for possible admittance if referred by an educator within the district, a preschool educator who
knows the child, or pediatrician or psychologist who knows the child or at the discretion of the
principal of the school to which the student may be admitted. Early Entrance referrals need to be
completed and submitted to the Gifted Coordinator before or on May 15th of the school year
prior for which admission is requested.

Early Graduation and Acceleration:

Students referred for possible early high school graduation shall be evaluated based on past
academic performance, measures of achievement based on state academic content standards,



successful completion of state mandated graduation requirements, and the student’s thoughts
on possible accelerated placement.

For early high school graduation, a committee shall develop a written acceleration plan designed
to allow the student to complete graduation requirements on an accelerated basis. The members
of the committee will include, at a minimum, the following individuals: school counselor, building
Principal, classroom teacher, student, and parent/legal guardian (if applicable).

This may include the provision of educational options in accordance with the Ohio Administrative
Code 3301-35-06 (G), waiving district prerequisite requirements for enrolling in advanced
courses, waiving district graduation requirements that exceed those required by the state, and
early promotion to sophomore (or higher) status to allow the student to take appropriate state
mandated tests.

Upon receipt of referral for acceleration, an evaluation committee will be developed to determine
the most appropriate learning environment for the referred students on a case-by-case basis.
This committee shall be composed of the following: principal, current teacher (if applicable),
receiving teacher (if applicable), parent or legal guardian or student, gifted intervention
specialist, school psychologist or school counselor, and gifted coordinator.

The acceleration evaluation committee shall be charged with the following responsibilities:
● Conduct a fair and thorough evaluation of the student.
● Consider the student’s own thoughts on possible accelerated placement in its

deliberations.
● Issue a written decision based on the outcome of the evaluation process. If a consensus

recommendation cannot be reached by the committee, a decision regarding whether or
not to accelerate the student will be determined by a majority vote of the committee
membership.

Students considered for whole-grade acceleration and early entrance to kindergarten shall be
evaluated using an acceleration assessment process approved by the Ohio Department of
Education.

Students considered for individual subject acceleration shall be evaluated using a variety of data
sources, including measures of achievement based on state academic content standards (in
subjects for which the state had approved content standards) and consideration of the student’s
maturity and desire for accelerated placement.

Appeal Procedure

An appeal by the parent is the reconsideration of the result of any part of the identification
process which would include:

● Screening procedure or assessment instrument (which results in identification);
● The scheduling of children for assessment;
● The placement of a student in any program; and
● Receipt of services.



Parents should submit a letter to the superintendent or designee outlining the nature of the
concern. The superintendent or designee will convene a meeting with the parent/guardian, which
may include other school personnel. The superintendent or designee will issue a written final
decision within 30 days of the appeal. This written notice should include the reason for the
decision(s).

Documented Plans

Written Education Plan (WEP)

The Geneva Area City School District provides gifted services based on the student's area(s) of
identification and individual needs.  These services are documented by a Written Educational
Plan (WEP).  The WEP, which is provided to parents of gifted students and educators responsible
for providing gifted education services, includes the following:

■ A description of services provided
■ Goals for the student in each service specified
■ Methods for evaluating progress toward goal achievement
■ Methods and schedule for progress reporting
■ A WEP review date

The WEP also specifies staff members responsible for ensuring service delivery, states policies
regarding the waiver of assignments and includes the procedure for scheduling missed tests
while participating in gifted services if outside the general education classroom.

WEP progress is shared with parents three times during the school year, typically at conferences.
Near the beginning of the school year, a copy of the WEP is sent home to parents. The Geneva
Area City Schools uses an electronic WEP, as a tool to help create Written Education Plans for all
students receiving gifted services. Highly qualified instructors and gifted services instructors are
responsible for the completion and sharing of the student WEP in grades one through twelve.
Other teachers and/or staff may be responsible for assisting in achieving the goals on the WEP.

Written Acceleration Plan (WAP):

Students who are accelerated either by grade level or subject area will have a Written
Acceleration Plan (WAP) in order to encourage academic success and a successful transition into
the accelerated setting. Once the transition is complete, the WAP becomes a part of the
student’s permanent record.



Additional Supports & Resources for Families

Web Resources:

Ashtabula County ESC Gifted: https://sites.google.com/ashtabulaesc.org/acescgifted/home

Hoagies’ Gifted Education page: http://www.hoagiesgifted.org

Hollingworth Center for Highly Gifted Children: http://hollingworth.org

SENG (Supporting the Emotional Needs of the Gifted): http://www.SENGifted.org

Solving the Mysterious Underachievement Problem:
● http://www.sylviarimm.com/parentingarticles.html

Ohio Department of Education, Gifted:
● https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-Education

Ohio Association for Gifted Children (OAGC) Parents: https://oagc.com/divisions/parents/

National Association for Gifted (NAGC): https://www.nagc.org/

https://sites.google.com/ashtabulaesc.org/acescgifted/home
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org
http://hollingworth.org
http://www.sengifted.org
http://www.sylviarimm.com/parentingarticles.html
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-Education
https://oagc.com/divisions/parents/
https://www.nagc.org/

