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Pandemic still a factor in summer school enrollment, school leaders say,
but also a chance for students to get ahead
For many districts, summer school offerings are about more than just getting out from under failing classes, assistant
principal at Woodstock says

By Aaron Dorman

July 12, 2022 at 5:30 am CDT
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Students in the government "get-ahead" course take a quiz Monday, July 11, 2022, during summer school at McHenry Community High School, 4716 W. Crystal

Lake Road, in McHenry. (Gregory Shaver - gshaver@shawmedia.com/Gregory Shaver Shaw Media )

McHenry County school districts are seeing more students than ever enrolling in summer school, and while the pandemic

continues to play a factor, district administrators said, the high attendance speaks to expanded opportunities overall during

the summer season.
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Jackson White, 14, looks at sugar in a test tube Monday, July 11, 2022, as he takes a health "get-ahead" course during summer school at

McHenry Community High School, 4716 W. Crystal Lake Road, in McHenry. (Gregory Shaver - gshaver@shawmedia.com/Gregory Shaver Shaw

Media )

With longer hours each day, the summer curriculum offers students a chance to complete coursework in a compressed

amount of time – weeks instead of months – and involve focusing on a few subjects instead of juggling half a dozen or more,

McHenry High School Summer School Principal Sean Sterner said.

Some expanded programing for this summer in McHenry includes new “get-ahead” EL course opportunities for English

learners and more electives such as health or government, Sterner said.

Lingering affects from the pandemic include some surprising results such as increased participation in drivers’ education,

said Patrick Podgorski, the assistant principal at Woodstock High School and District 200 summer school principal.

“During the pandemic, a lot of students couldn’t get behind the wheel,” Podgorski said. “So they’re playing catchup, and

learning to drive with your community high school is so much more cost-effective.”

This year in Woodstock, there was a 33% increase in summer student drivers over past years, and the program was maxed

out to capacity, Podgorski said.

McHenry’s District 158 was one of several local school districts that were able to hold two sessions, in June and July, for

summer school programming, with more than 900 registrants, including 200 incoming freshmen, Sterner said.

Two-thirds of the registrants are either in “get ahead” programs, which allow greater flexibility during the regular school

year or drivers ed, Sterner said.

A lot of the programming is now divided between students seeking remedial help in order to graduate, and those who are

looking to get ahead or even graduate early, Sterner said.
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“When you think of summer school you immediately think of students who failed a course,” Sterner said. “That is an aspect.

But it’s not the majority of the summer offerings. That’s something that’s changed over the last several years, something we

are trying to do in McHenry.”

Sterner, who said he taught summer school for many years before becoming a principal, said he “always enjoyed it” as a way

to dive deeper into material and get to know students, and that people would be surprised how many students feel the same

way.

“We kind of consider summer school to be like the regular school year,” Sterner said, adding that in McHenry most of the

regular school services are available during the summer, including social workers and bilingual assistants on staff.

For incoming freshmen, summer work provides an opportunity to feel better prepared for high school and learn how

academics function at that level, Sterner said.

Podgorski, who oversees high school level summer programming for District 200 in Woodstock, said the district’s

“jumpstart” programming for freshmen was a mix between supporting them when they enter high school, as well as

providing catch-up work in core subjects such as English and math.

In District 200, participation in summer programs actually has been down slightly since the pandemic begin, in part because

the pandemic necessitated so much remedial work within the regular school year itself, Podgorski said.

“By summer, everyone has burnout with screen time,” Podgorski said. “Students have been wanting to go back to normalcy,

with summer vacations and all that.”

About 10-15% of the student population was participating in summer school courses this year, Podgorski said, adding that

the breakdown between remediation or getting ahead depended heavily on the course itself.

While among older students, the pandemic learning loss may have been tied to specific coursework, younger learners were

affected in broader ways, and at least some summer programming and resources for them focuses on their social and

emotional needs, said Rachel Keesey, who oversaw the Extended School Year program for Prairie Grove School District 46.

“The stress of the pandemic on families has been evidence in our students as well,” Keesey said. “It’s increasingly clear the

pandemic impacted children not just in terms of academic skills, but communication, independent function, and social

development.”

This was the second summer the district offered social work support within ESY programming, Keesey said, and this

summer the district is once again participating in hands-on field trips to places such as the Nature Center at Veteran’s Acres

and the Volo Bog.

The district uses “theme-based” programs for younger students, Keesey said, to make learning more engaging and fun, even

while focusing on reinforcing skills.

“We recognize that during summer attending school is not always the most desirable thing for a student to do,” Keesey said.

“But a majority of our students who attend say they enjoy being with their peers and teachers, and are engaged.”
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Jayden Murray writes about fat on the whiteboard as other classmates watch Monday, July 11, 2022, while they take a health "get-ahead" course

during summer school at McHenry Community High School, 4716 W. Crystal Lake Road, in McHenry. (Gregory Shaver -

gshaver@shawmedia.com/Gregory Shaver Shaw Media )

 
Recommended For You:

New head coach Brian Iossi, Burlington
Central right on schedule

One injured in Oswego theater fire One slain, 4 wounded in Crest Hill shootings

Plus WiFi equipment included.

Prime Exclusive Deal

Interested in items for sale? Post anything and get featured!

https://www.shawlocal.com/friday-night-drive/features/2022/07/11/new-head-coach-brian-iossi-burlington-central-right-on-schedule/
https://www.shawlocal.com/kendall-county-now/2022/07/11/one-injured-in-oswego-theater-fire/
https://www.shawlocal.com/the-herald-news/news/2022/07/11/1-man-killed-4-others-wounded-in-crest-hill-shooting/
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LXY19XD?aaxitk=3ea3833495d37ca1b0f8e5361f38797d&tag=ss-us-20&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&ref=dacx_dp_3535410710301_589601226123399360
https://sellwild.com/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal&utm_content=widget-header
https://sellwild.com/itemDetail/104296301/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal
https://sellwild.com/itemDetail/104296823/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal


7/12/22, 11:22 AM Pandemic still a factor in summer school enrollment, school leaders say, but also a chance for students to get ahead – Shaw Local

https://www.shawlocal.com/northwest-herald/news/2022/07/12/pandemic-still-a-factor-in-summer-school-enrollment-school-leaders-say-but-also-a-chance-for-studen… 5/5

Copyright © 2022 Shaw Local News Network

AncestryDNA: Genetic Ethnicity Test, Ethn…
71,104

Shop now

Save 55%
Waterpik ADA Accepted Aquarius Water F…
$44.99 $99.99

___

Classic. Iconic.
American.

Tommy Hilfiger Women's TWKERY Snea…

$48.30
192

Add to Cart

$89,000 $58,800

$70 $250 $24,499

https://www.facebook.com/shawlocalnews
https://twitter.com/shawlocalnews
https://www.shawlocal.com/arcio/rss/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00TRLVKW0?aaxitk=9c9da53adb26cacdac73d9c0812dad82&tag=ss-us-20&ref=dacx_dp_593305557166981464_591727649712315844
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00TRLVKW0?aaxitk=9c9da53adb26cacdac73d9c0812dad82&tag=ss-us-20&ref=dacx_dp_593305557166981464_591727649712315844
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00TRLVKW0?aaxitk=9c9da53adb26cacdac73d9c0812dad82&tag=ss-us-20&ref=dacx_dp_593305557166981464_591727649712315844
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LXY19XD?aaxitk=3ea3833495d37ca1b0f8e5361f38797d&tag=ss-us-20&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&ref=dacx_dp_3535410710301_589601226123399360
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0851KJSXF?aaxitk=a2a7d4149716f1e77514854cb49529ad&tag=ms-us-20&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&ref=dacx_dp_589157995940228575_582267520361821904
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0851KJSXF?aaxitk=a2a7d4149716f1e77514854cb49529ad&tag=ms-us-20&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&ref=dacx_dp_589157995940228575_582267520361821904
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product-ads/shared/utility/add-to-cart.html?aaxitk=a2a7d4149716f1e77514854cb49529ad&tag=ms-us-20&ie=UTF8&token=62BF992F4B98F4F8E18BC50C3CA88AC820F499C9&time=1657642477279&merchantId=ATVPDKIKX0DER&asin=B0851KJSXF&program=dads&adPrice=48.30
https://sellwild.com/itemDetail/104296301/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal
https://sellwild.com/itemDetail/104296823/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal
https://sellwild.com/itemDetail/104296854/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal
https://sellwild.com/itemDetail/104296856/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal
https://sellwild.com/itemDetail/104296851/?p=shawlocal&utm_source=shawlocal

