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 •  Congratulations to the MAPS Class of 2021 graduates! We couldn’t be more proud of your resiliency and 
determination. Go Maroons... Go into the world with pride, persistence, and boldness!

 •  MAPS was able to offer both in-person and virtual education options throughout the 2020-21 school year, 
meeting the needs of all our learners and families.  Not every school district was able to do that this year and 
we thank our teachers and staff for working hard to make these options available throughout the year.

 •  MAPS graduating students were awarded over $280,000 in scholarships through generous donations by 
our local community this year, not including scholarships directly from colleges, universities or the military.

 •  Great things continue to happen for our students in their career pathways/CTE programming (welding, auto, 
CNC machining, cosmetology, health occupations, business, and foods)!  MAPS is continuing to develop the 
apprenticeship programs as well as expanding the ability for students to earn college credits through 
partnerships with NWTC and Bay College. Preparing future ready students!

 •  They say “The show must go on!”... and it did! Congratulations to the cast and crew of the musical production 
“Legally Blonde - The Musical” on their successful run. Originally scheduled for March 2020 and delayed due 
to COVID, these determined students were �nally able to take to the stage in June. Thank you to Mr. Jon 
Nutter, show director, for his dedication to the theater program at Menominee High School. Mr. Nutter retired 
at the end of this school year and we wish him the best.

 •  Following a student nomination, 4th Grade Blesch Online teachers win the Marinette-Menominee Area 
Chamber of Commerce 2021 Achievement in Education Award. These teachers, like so many others, 
responded quickly and with dedication to a new learning model for students.

 •  Many wonderful traditions continued at Central Elementary like the Read-A-Thon (raised over $6000),  the 
100th Day of School, the hatching of chicks in Kindergarten, and Field Day! Go Mini Maroons! 

 •  Generous community grants provided weekend meals and snacks for students at Central Elementary, books 
for summer reading, and staff wellness initiatives. Thank you to our local partners!

 •  Many victories and records set for Maroons athletics! Congratulations to Maroons Girls‘ Basketball for an 
undefeated regular season, becoming Conference Champs, and advancing to Regional Semi�nals! And, a big 
shout out to Maroons Girls’ Golf on taking the Upper Peninsula Championships! You make us proud! 

 •  “The Log” stays in Menominee for another season! Congrats Maroons Football on a victorious M&M game!

Referendum focus
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Reas�s to celebrate and be pr�d!

Go M��ns!



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE OF MENOMINEE AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

We hope that you’ll enjoy this special year-end review 
of school news, celebrations, and thank yous. Our community
 and school has much to celebrate following a challenging year. Thank you to our staff and 
district parents for navigating uncertainty with us. Your patience and support allowed 
our students to �nd strength and focus during unprecedented times. Students, you 
amazed us with your resiliency and optimism despite the challenges you faced. 
GO MAROONS!
As we look forward, we continue to focus on our students and the needs of the district. We 
truly believe that strong schools are the backbone of a strong community. 
The needs of the district continue. Our facilities have a number of de�ciencies that must be 
addressed. Our goal is to support students and staff with facilities that are safe, functional, 
and inspire future-ready learners.
We hope to present clear and transparent information about the August 3, 2021 referendum 
in this mailer as well as on our website and social media. This information will allow you to 
learn more, make a voting plan, and cast an informed vote.
Thank you again for your continued support of our students, staff, and school district!
Sincerely,
John Mans, Superintendent of Schools
Derek Butler, President – Board of Education  

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
AND BOARD PRESIDENT

A SINCERE
THANK YOU AND 
LOOKING AHEAD

The Menominee School Board has called for a special 
election on Tuesday, August 3, 2021. The Menominee Area 
Public Schools will present a one-question bond referendum 
to voters in the amount of $12 million. 

THE
ASK

Shall Menominee Area Public Schools, Menominee County, Michigan, borrow the 
sum of not to exceed Twelve Million Dollars ($12,000,000) and issue its general 
obligation unlimited tax bonds therefor, for the purpose of remodeling, 
equipping and re-equipping the Junior High/Senior High School building, 
including creating a secure entrance; and developing and improving the site? 

THE $12 MILLION SINGLE-QUESTION BOND will address the following facility needs 
at the JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL. The Jr/Sr High School is a viable structure and should last 
well into the future.  After 52 years, however, many of the building systems need to be 
updated to protect the investment the community made years ago.

THE
FOCUS

HOW DID WE GET HERE?
THE PROCESS
The referendum is based on continual community input

JUN
2020

JUNE 2020  Following the May 5, 2020 failed referendum, a community-wide 
survey is released to gather information and input for the School Board and 
district leadership as next steps were considered. The District commits to a 
strategy and direction forward that re�ects the priorities of the taxpayers 
and meets the needs of the students and community.

JAN
2021

JANUARY 2021  Four new School Board members are sworn in and new board 
o�cers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary) were appointed.

MAY 2020  The Menominee Area Public School District had a one-question 
bond referendum on the ballot for May 5, 2020. This referendum aimed to 
address facility needs across the district. The total bond issue would not  
exceed $44,000,000 and would have a repayment schedule of 30 years. 
This vote failed.

MAY
2020

OCT
2019

OCTOBER 2019  A 17-member Facility Planning Task Force group was formed 
that included students, city o�cials, business owners, retirees, and parents.  
They were asked to serve in an advisory capacity to the administration and 
School Board and provide a recommended solution. The group met six times 
(18 total hours).

JAN
2020

JANUARY 2020  The Task Force reported to the School Board and its 
recommended projects were adopted by the Board and were directly 
re�ected in the May 2020 referendum.

The community was surveyed after 
the last referendum in May 2020.

WE ASKED AND LISTENED!

The majority of survey respondents 
indicated a new referendum with a 

re�ned question should be 
scheduled by the end of 2021 . 

Phase One will take place with the August 3, 2021 referendum vote. Phase One will 
address the needs of the Jr/Sr High School as those present the most recognized and 

accepted needs with the clearest solutions.

Voting Day:

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 3,
2021

MAY
2019

MAY 2019  Technical analysts performed an assessment of our schools. 
Professional engineers assessed physical condition and building systems, to 
include health, safety and security. Architects assessed building design and 
current learning environments.

JUL
2019

JULY 2019  Board reviewed assessment information and determined the 
need for formal input from the community regarding the future direction of 
the district and its facilities.

MAY
2021

MAY 2021  The School Board reviews options to address continued facility 
needs with the �rst phase addressing the most critical infrastructure needs at 
the Jr/Sr High School. An election is scheduled for Tuesday, August 3, 2021. 
The Menominee Area Public Schools will present a one-question bond 
referendum to voters in the amount of $12 million.

FALL
2021

FALL 2021  An expanded engagement process for community involvement 
will begin in the Fall of 2021. This process will address the future of Central 
Elementary and Blesch Intermediate Schools:

           Right sizing of school space based on current and projected enrollment
           Addressing high current maintenance and operational costs
           Providing learning spaces that meet current and future education needs 

of students.

NEXT STEPS: PHASE TWO
Needs across the entire district 

remain, to include those of our 
elementary and intermediate schools. 
Community feedback indicates needs 

should be addressed through a 
two-phased approach. 

WHY FOCUS ON JUST THE 
JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL FOR THIS 

REFERENDUM?

There is a lot happening in Menominee to take advantage of and our 
schools are an important part of this. Yet, we have signi�cant needs 
to address at our schools in order to support future-ready students, 
curb declining enrollment, and address failing infrastructure. NOW?

WHY

Survey respondents said...

City of Menominee 
Menominee High School 
2101 18th Avenue  |  Menominee, MI 49858

Menominee Township  
Township Hall 
N2283 O-1 Drive  |  Menominee, MI 49858

Ingallston Township  
Township Hall 
W3790 Town Hall Lane  |  Wallace, MI 49893 

Voting Day Locations:

Creating a secure main entryway to the building and providing electronic access control and 
door alarms will provide a safe and secure learning environment for students and staff. 
Updating the heating and ventilation systems and replacing digital controls (DDC) will provide a 
healthy and comfortable learning environment for students and will provide energy e�ciencies. 
Updating to LED lighting where not already completed provides energy e�ciencies while 
improving the learning environment for students. 
Plumbing improvements will be completed to replace and upgrade degrading �xtures and 
hardware in restroom areas. 
Completing roof replacement in areas that have not been done will prevent costly water 
in�ltration into the building. 
Replacing original exterior windows and doors that are not already updated will provide energy 
e�ciencies and cost savings. 
Parking areas and sidewalk sections need replacement for safety reasons due to years of 
patching and wear and tear.  
Replacing the elevator and updating door hardware to current ADA standards will insure 
mobility throughout the entire building by all students, staff, and visitors. 

7am – 8pm
Poll Hours on Voting Day:

Vote Early or Absentee?
You can vote early in person or apply for 
an absentee ballot starting Thursday, 
June 24, 2021 at your City/Township 
Clerk's o�ce. Learn more at 
www.gomaroons.org/page/ref21.



This publication was prepared by Menominee Public Schools for informational purposes only. It is not circulated on behalf of any candidate or ballot question.

Superintendent of Schools:
John Mans, Superintendent   |   906-863-9951   |   jmans@gomaroons.org 
MAPS Board of Education:
Derek Butler, President  |  715-587-3438  |  butlerderek@gomaroons.org
Dawn Wesolowski, Vice-President  |  906-290-3322  |  wesolowskid@gomaroons.org
Nicole Myszak, Treasurer  |  231-519-5916  |   myszakn@gomaroons.org
Becky Thoune, Secretary  |  715-938-0569   |  thouneb@gomaroons.org
Michael Maas, Trustee  |  715-923-6893  |  maasmike@gomaroons.org
Hunter Mans, Trustee  |  920-750-9371  |  mansh@gomaroons.org
Cindy Woods, Trustee  |  715-923-3001  |  woodsc@gomaroons.org

REACH OUT WITH QUESTIONS... GO MAROONS

Grab your tax bill and visit the link below to �nd your tax impact using our tax calculator.

TAX CALCULATOR:  HOW DOES THIS AFFECT ME?

www.gomaroons.org/page/ref21

$5.01
PER MONTH

estimated based on a median 
value home in Menominee 

per $77,600 average assessed 
value  ($38,800 taxable value) 

TAX IMPACT

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

Use Tax
Calculator

+

–

=

A FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT IN OUR CHILDREN AND SCHOOLSTHE
COST

Bond interest rates for projects are at an all-time low but projected to increase in the months ahead.  This means 
more tax money can be spent on projects rather than paying interest.
Construction in�ation is increasing at a steady rate.  The longer we wait to complete these projects, the more it is 
going to cost.  
The school district will receive $2.0 million in ESSER (COVID relief) Funds from the Federal Government.  Combining the 
ESSER Funds with referendum money allows the district to complete more comprehensive improvements.

With previous debt being paid off, homeowner’s school property tax bills will be approximately the same as in 2019. 

906-863-9951
CALL

butlerderek@gomaroons.org

EMAIL

www.gomaroons.org/page/ref21
WEBSITE

SOCIAL MEDIA
“Menominee Area Public Schools”

HOME MARKET
VALUE

$25,000
$38,800

$50,000
$77,600

ESTIMATED
TAXABLE VALUE ANNUAL MONTHLY WEEKLY DAILY

TAX IMPACT TO HOMEOWNER

$100,000 $50,000

$38.75
$60.14
$77.50

$3.23
$5.01
$6.46

$0.77
$1.12
$1.47

$0.11
$0.16
$0.21

* $77,600 is the average home value in Menominee: PFM, District �nancial advisors

SMARTPHONE APP
“Menominee Area Public Schools”

LEARN MORE – MAKE YOUR PLAN
VOTE ON AUGUST 3, 20213

AUGUST 

ASKED QUESTIONS
FREQUENTLY

Polls will be open 7am to 8pm on voting day, August 3, 2021. 
Complete information about polling locations, early voting, 
and absentee applications is available at 
www.gomaroons.org/page/ref21.

What happened to the sinking fund money? Wasn't the sinking fund intended to cover 
all of the maintenance issues?
The sinking fund millage started in 2014 and will end in 2023 (10 years).  The school district 
receives approximately $650,000 per year as a result of this funding to use on capital building 
projects.  Unfortunately, due to the magnitude of the projects completed and in�ation, not all 
building concerns are able to be addressed with the sinking fund.  To date, the sinking fund 
has been used to fund projects including the following:  
•  Asbestos abatement at the Jr/Sr High School that included the removal of all asbestos 

sprayed on the �rst-�oor ceilings (where there is a second �oor above).  In order to 
complete this work, the ceiling needed to be removed and replaced, including replacing all 
overhead lighting and electrical on the �rst �oor.  This work also required the removal and 
replacement of all �rst-�oor lockers and so�t above the lockers. 

•  Window replacement in student classrooms at the Jr/Sr High School. 
•  Various roof replacement projects, including the roof on the two-story section and gym roof 

of the Jr/Sr High School building, including roof facia panels; and the roof of the addition at 
Blesch Intermediate School. 

•  Heat exchanger replacement (part of the boiler system) at the Jr/Sr High School. 
•  Building and electrical modi�cations to Technology Education shop space in order to install 

new equipment received through a grant program. 

MORE FAQs...
can be found on at www.gomaroons.org/page/ref21

Why is this current referendum being split into two phases?  Why start with the Jr/Sr 
High School and not start with the elementary and intermediate schools?
This question can be answered from two important perspectives:
1.  While the sinking fund has been able to address many of the building systems concerns at 

the Jr/Sr High School, several projects remain.  The projects identi�ed are critical to 
ensuring the longevity of the building and protecting the investment the community made to 
build the school years ago.  The solutions are clear and straight forward and will have an 
immediate impact on improving student learning as well as reducing operating costs.  
Completing these projects now is �scally responsible, by taking advantage of historically low 
interest rates and avoiding continued construction in�ation.

2.  Determining the best solution to “right-sizing” the elementary and intermediate schools and 
address current and future enrollment needs is a complex issue with several options that 
the school board wants to be sure to get right.  Answering the many questions that surround 
this issue will take some time and require an expanded engagement of the community. 
Phase Two engagement work is anticipated to begin in the fall of this year (2021). 

MAKE A PLAN TO VOTE

SEEK INFORMATION AND ASK QUESTIONS

mansj@gomaroons.org


