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I t  is  an excit ing t ime to be a  Mustang!

Recently ,  the Westfal l  Community  had i ts  f i rst  chance to walk
through our  beauti ful  faci l i ty  dur ing the open house on
Saturday,  March 18th.  Although the new construct ion and
renovat ions are not  yet  f inished,  i t  seemed l ike the perfect
t ime to al low a f i rst  peek inside.  Once vis i tors  entered the
connector  doors,  they were greeted by students  who provided
a tour  to show off  the new community  room, science labs,
media center ,  athlet ic  faci l i ty ,  and Mustang café.

As many of  you know,  the idea of  a  connector  bui lding that
would attach the middle school  and high school  has been a
topic of  conversat ion within our  distr ict  for  many years .
Numerous Boards of  Educat ion have had this  discussion,  and
it  a lways sounded l ike a  wonderful  idea,  but  i t  never  seemed
to gain enough momentum to become a real i ty .

After  the hire  of  Jeff  Sheets ,  the board soon real ized the
Westfal l  community  now had the missing piece needed in
order  to take the distr ict 's  "dream" and make i t  a  real i ty .  Due
to Mr.  Sheets '  leadership and the support  of  our  community
members,  both our  students  and staf f  have a  state-of - the-art
faci l i ty  where generat ions of  students  wi l l  be educated for
years  to come.

The Westfal l  Board of  Educat ion would l ike to thank each staf f
member for  your  dedicat ion and passion to help shape each
student  into becoming the absolute best  version of
themselves.

Go Mustangs!

Sean Ruth
President ,  Westfal l  Board of  Educat ion

APRIL 1
WHS Prom | Pinnacle Golf Course

Open Enrollment Applications Available



APRIL 4
FFA Community Breakfast | 6:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Pickaway County Fairgrounds Heritage Hall
WES 2nd-grade Music Program "Sun Wishes" | 7:00 PM



APRIL 7 - 10

NO SCHOOL



APRIL 11
WMS 8th-grade visits Pickaway Ross CTC



APRIL 12

WES Egg Hunt



APRIL 17
Board of Education Meeting | 6:30 PM

WLSD Community Room



APRIL 21
Interim Ends



APRIL 28

Interim Reports Available
FFA Banquet

BOARD PRESIDENTMessage from theD I S T R I C T  E V E N T SD I S T R I C T  E V E N T S

MUSTANG MONTHLYMUSTANG MONTHLY            
      NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER APRIL 2023#RISEABOVE#RISEABOVEee
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WestfallWestfall

4 Denise Arledge WMS

5 Ashley Kelley WMS/WHS

6 Mindy Stonerock WES

13 Eric Horvath DISTRICT

17 Matt Corder DISTRICT

17 Morgan Persinger WES

18 Mark Justus WMS

24 Brandon Speakman DISTRICT

27 Paula Dumm DISTRICT

29 J.D. Williamson DISTRICT

30 Caryn Dinneen WMS

APRILAPRIL
happy birthday

to our staff
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COMMUNITY
FITNESS CLASSES

Thank you,  Westfal l  Community ,  for  jo ining us at  our  Open House on
Saturday,  March 18.  With the complet ion of  our  new addit ion upon us,
we were so excited to show i t  of f  to  those who helped turn this  v is ion
into a  real i ty  for  the students of  this  distr ict .  The new addit ion features
science laborator ies,  media center ,  cafeter ia ,  mult i -court  gymnasium,
f i tness/wel lness areas,  second-f loor  walking track,  and meeting/
presentat ion spaces.  The design creates shared eff ic iencies and
provides students with opt imal  learning environments and
elect ive/athlet ic  opportunit ies .  Westfal l  Local  School  Distr ict  is  so
thankful  for  the members of  our  community ,  a long with our  partners  in
the design and construct ion process,  SHP Leading Design,  Rusci l l i
Construct ion Co. ,  LLC,  and Forward Edge.

Westfal l  Local  School  Distr ict  is  introducing
Community  Fi tness Classes start ing Apri l  12
from 6:30 PM.  Raise the Bar  Fi tness and
Nutr i t ion offers  30-minute Strength &
Cardio classes on Wednesday and Thursday
evenings and Dance Fitness classes
beginning Monday,  Apri l  24.  

Monthly  unl imited class part ic ipat ion is
$25;  patrons can choose a $5 drop- in rate
for  s ingle sessions.  For  more information
and to s ign up,  please text  or  cal l  
(614)  271-5593.



BUILDING CHAMPIONS AT westfall elementaryBUILDING CHAMPIONS AT westfall elementary

Staff Members  

        of  the Month!  
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Jodi  Butcher ,  Educat ional  Aide
Al l ison Zombek,  First -Grade Teacher
Er ica Whitt ,  Third-Grade Teacher
Morgan Persinger ,  Intervention Special ist
Jackie Ei tel ,  Fourth-Grade Gif ted Teacher
David Dol l ison,  Fourth/Fi f th-Grade Teacher

WES Student  Counci l  has been working on a very special  project !  Thanks to a  generous
fabric  donation and the sewing expert ise of  our  own Tammy Cl ine,  Student  Counci l
members have assembled 50 bead bags to send to chi ldren’s  hospitals !  Through the
company,  Beads of  Courage,  beauti ful  bags are given to hold the beads received
throughout a  cancer  pat ient ’s  t reatment.  Each bead s ignif ies  a  moment of  strength and
courage.  Student  Counci l  members helped sew,  i ron,  and assemble al l  these bags.

STUDENT COUNCIL HELPS SEW BEAD BAGS FOR NATIONWIDE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL

Westfal l  Elementary 's  Reading Intervention Teacher  Marcia  Ruff  was recently
recognized nat ionwide as the 2023 Executive Women in Agriculture Trai lblazer  Award
winner  at  Farm Journal 's  Top Producer  Summit  in  Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee.  

The Executive Women in Agriculture Trai lblazer  Award honors female producers  who
are shining examples for  their  peers .  Appl icat ions are received from producers
nat ionwide and judged by industry  experts .  This  prest igious award is  presented to the
candidate who advocates agr iculture and represents  an innovat ive farming operat ion—
judged on agricultural  advocacy,  farm business innovat ion,  and industry  or  community
leadership.  

Ruff  considers  hersel f  blessed to l ive and work in  agr iculture.  She grew up as a  farm
gir l  and loved i t .  Today,  she runs Ruff  Farms with her  husband,  Mark,  and three
chi ldren,  Matt  (19) ,  Mitchel l  (16) ,  and Mae (11) .  The operat ion includes nearly  4,000
areas of  corn,  soybean,  and wheat ;  beef  catt le ;  and var ious ag businesses.  

In  addit ion to agr iculture,  Marcia 's  extremely passionate about  educat ion.  "My heart  is
with kids."  As a  4-H advisor  for  25 years  and a teacher  for  27 years ,  she uses that  role  to
educate and advocate for  agr iculture and food production.  As a  female producer ,  she
has broken the stereotype about  farming with her  students  and shown that  women can
be farmers too.

"You don't  have to be the one dr iv ing the combine to be more than the farm wife,"  she
says.  "There are so many working roles on a farm."  

To watch the ful l  interview with Marcia,  please vis i t  https: / /youtu.be/h84KF6Q8L4o.

EXECUTIVE WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE TRAILBLAZER AWARD

https://youtu.be/h84KF6Q8L4o


Staff Member  

        of  the Month!  

MODELING SUCCESS AT WESTFALL MIDDLE SCHOOLMODELING SUCCESS AT WESTFALL MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Nancy Downing,  Distr ict  Nurse

APRIL 2023

Through a STEM project  he worked on in class with project  partner  Brooke Elster ,  Gage perfected the idea of
a ful l -motion ferr is  wheel  through tr ia l  and error  to  create a  structure with egg cartons as vehicles for  his
Lego r iders .  We are passionate about  encouraging young people to pursue a future in  STEM and are proud
to be making a di f ference and inspir ing the next  generat ion of  scient ists  and engineers!

STEM SUCCESS
Sixth-grader  Gage Kemper has a  br ight  future
ahead!  The ski l ls  he learned from Mrs.  Henry 's
Flex Science class have led him to create his  own
inventions in  his  f ree t ime.  With cardboard and
shoelaces,  Gage constructed a robot- l ike hand
with enough strength to pick up smal l  objects .

Mr.  Bul lock's  eighth-grade science students  have been
studying gravity  and recently  conducted a lab by t iming
the drops of  objects  f rom a known height  in  order  to
predict  and calculate gravity 's  accelerat ion for  planet
earth.

GRAVITY LAB

MONTHYOUTH
Congratulat ions to eighth-
grader  Audra Anderson
and sixth-grader  Gage
Kemper,  who were
recognized for  their
art ist ic  submissions at  the
Young People 's  Art
Exhibit ion at  the Kings Arts
Complex in  Columbus,  OH.

Welcome to the family, tiny Mustang!

Granddaughter  of  WMS Cafe Worker
Betsy Kel ler  and her  husband Russel l

Lydia Scarlett

B I R T H D A T E
March 24,  2023

B I R T H  T I M E
10:29 AM
 W E I G H T

6 l b s  1 1 . 2  o z .
H E I G H T

20 inches



RISING ABOVE AT WESTFALL HIGH SCHOOLRISING ABOVE AT WESTFALL HIGH SCHOOL

Staff Members  

        of  the Month!  

Cheryl  Lorson,  Distr ict  Librar ian
Christ ian Meister ,  Assistant  Pr incipal
Angie Jones,  Intervention Special ist
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BEAUTY & THE BEAST WAS A REMARKABLE SUCCESS!
Thank you for  being our  guest !  WHS Drama Department 
performed the musical  "Beauty and the Beast"  for  guests  
on March 17,  18,  and 19.  The production brought  the show 
al ive with unique creat iv i ty  ful l  of  custom set  designs,
professional  makeup,  hair ,  and costumes.  The talent  of  the 
high school  performers made i t  a  magical  night ,  capt ivat ing 
the storyl ine and engaging the audience f rom start  to  f inish.  

Westfal l  FFA has been named a GOLD metal  chapter  in  Ohio 2023!  
This  designat ion is  given to approximately  the top 10% of  chapters  in  Ohio.  
The Nat ional  Chapter  Award Program is  designed to recognize FFA chapters
implementing 15 or  more act iv i t ies  that  emphasize growing leaders,  bui lding
communit ies ,  and strengthening agriculture within the local  chapter  and
community.

Westfal l 's  Community  Service Class and Mrs.  Ful ler 's  Sculpture Class
worked together  to make t ied blankets  for  the chi ldren staying at  the
Ronald McDonald House in  Columbus.  

Our  students  did a  great  job making
these blankets  f rom kits  and some from
scratch.  When complete,  these blankets ,
along with metal  pop tabs,  wi l l  be
del ivered to the pat ients  at  Nat ionwide
Children's  Hospital  in  Columbus,  Ohio.

I f  you are interested in making blankets
for  yoursel f  or  your  classes,  let  Ms.  T
know,  and she wi l l  provide you with the
information.  I t  is  a  wonderful  project  to
complete as  a  family  during downtime or
over  the summer!

Congratulat ions to Rotary 's  Four-Way Test  Essay winners  representing Westfal l :  Audrey
Pancake,  Noah Cohen,  Jayden Patete,  Sierra  Chalk,  and Corinne Crawford.  These students
were awarded more than $1,000 in pr ize money.  In  addit ion,  sophomore Audrey Pancake
has advanced to the next  level ,  competing in the Rotary distr ict  contest .  Part ic ipants  in
the speech contest  are asked to apply the pr inciples of  Rotary’s  Four-Way Test  to  a
current  ethical  issue.  Students  are chal lenged to identi fy  a  topic they feel  passionate
about  and to adopt  a  point  of  v iew from which they wi l l  seek to persuade others .  

These blankets  wi l l  serve as a  keepsake
and aid in  their  recovery.  

BLANKETS FOR NCH RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

ROTARY FOUR-WAY TEST ESSAY WINNERS

2023 OHIO FFA GOLD RATED CHAPTER



 Col lege and Career  News from Mrs.  Smith!

OCTOBER 2021

C O L L E G E  &  C A R E E R  N E W S
Emily Smith



SKILLED TRADES FAIR

PICKAWAY WORKS 
COLLEGE & CAREER COUNSELOR

Westfall College and Career @ W F C o l l e g e C a r e e r w e s t f a l l c o l l e g e c a r e e r

APRIL 4

Field Tr ip to Ohio
Universi ty-Chi l l icothe
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APRIL 13 APRIL 14 APRIL 21

Columbus State Rep
Visi t  dur ing FLEX

Field Tr ip to Hocking
College

Shawnee State
Universi ty  Rep Vis i t

The Westfal l  Guidance Off ice has local  scholarships due this  month!    

Click Here for  Local  Scholarships

SCHOLARSHIPS

Senior  Haley Constable met  with our  SHP Inter ior  Designer ,
Kinsey Kaufman.  Haley is  interested in pursuing a career  in
inter ior  design after  high school  -  who better  to  chat  with
than the designer  of  Westfal l 's  new addit ion!

U P C O M I N G  J O B  F A I R
L o c a l  e m p l o y e r s  a r e  v i s i t i n g  t h e  D O M E  o n  

M a y  1 2  l o o k i n g  t o  h i r e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s

Pickaway WORKS hosted i ts  f i rst  annual
Ski l led Trades Fair  at  the Pickaway
County Fairgrounds this  past  March.
This  new event  al lows middle and high
school  students  f rom around the county
f i rsthand knowledge about  local ,  wel l -
paying,  in-demand career  opportunit ies
in bui lding and construct ion trades.

Thank you to Morgan Taylor ,  Regional
Recruitment  Manager  at  Ohio Universi ty ,  
for  v is i t ing our  students  and discussing 

the di f ferent  opportunit ies  avai lable at  OU!

https://sites.google.com/westfallschools.com/inofficescholarships/home?pli=1
https://sites.google.com/westfallschools.com/inofficescholarships/home?scrlybrkr=dea83596
https://sites.google.com/westfallschools.com/inofficescholarships/home?scrlybrkr=dea83596

