
	  

Challenging Characteristics of the Gifted Student 

1. An early and well-developed sense of humor is common. This can lead bored 
students to become the class clown and to offer mean-spirited or dark 
humor directed at unsuspecting peers. 

2. Perfectionism is common in gifted students. This trait can lead to well 
executed and “perfectly” completed assignments on the one hand, but it can 
also lead to difficulties working in groups, torn up papers and projects, and 
the stress of having work that is not “right” or “what they had planned.” 

3. Some gifted students judge others, in addition to themselves, at very high 
standards. This can cause others to decline to work with them in 
collaborative tasks. This can also be a serious deficit in the work place of the 
future. 

4. Emotional sensitivities can leave some gifted students feeling isolated from 
their peers. Some gifted students are very perceptive about social and 
political problems and injustices. They want to take action where others 
don’t yet see a problem. Rules that don’t seem to be equally enforced are a 
serious issue for some gifted students. Changing rules in mid-stream can be 
unnerving and cause distress. Often gifted students will refuse to play the 
game if the rules are not followed to the letter, the original letter. 

5. Gifted students may also experience sensitivities in other areas. Sounds, 
textures and smells can be very difficult for them to screen out.   

6. Gifted Students are very often whole-to part or big picture thinkers. When 
trying to teach a skill this can be backwards of how we usually break things 
down for instruction. Giving the finished goal first will really help these 
students. 

7. Gifted students often come to school with stores of knowledge in particular 
topics. Additionally they learn more quickly and with fewer repetitions than 
do some of their peers and friends in the classroom. This can lead to down 
time if it is not planned for. This can often lead to refusal in some students to 
practice work they already have mastered. Other students rush through the 
drill work to get it behind them. This can cause careless mistakes leading to 
the possibility of even more practice assignments. 

8. A gifted student’s advanced vocabulary can be used to manipulate or be 
overly dictatorial in play and work. Other friends and students can see the 
gifted student as pushy, rigid and seemingly superior. This is not helpful in 
group work or the world of work in the future. 	  
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Common Characteristics of Gifted Individuals 
 
Because gifted children are so diverse, not all exhibit all characteristics all of 
the time. However, there are common characteristics that many gifted 
individuals share: 

• Unusual alertness, even in infancy 
• Rapid learner; puts thoughts together quickly 
• Excellent memory 
• Unusually large vocabulary and complex sentence structure for age 
• Advanced comprehension of word nuances, metaphors and abstract 

ideas 
• Enjoys solving problems, especially with numbers and puzzles 
• Often self-taught reading and writing skills as preschooler 
• Deep, intense feelings and reactions 
• Highly sensitive 
• Thinking is abstract, complex, logical, and insightful 
• Idealism and sense of justice at early age 
• Concern with social and political issues and injustices 
• Longer attention span and intense concentration 
• Preoccupied with own thoughts—daydreamer 
• Learn basic skills quickly and with little practice 
• Asks probing questions 
• Wide range of interests (or extreme focus in one area) 
• Highly developed curiosity 
• Interest in experimenting and doing things differently 
• Puts idea or things together that are not typical 
• Keen and/or unusual sense of humor 
• Desire to organize people/things through games or complex schemas 
• Vivid imaginations (and imaginary playmates when in preschool) 
• Asynchronous development across cognitive, emotional and physical 
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