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5-8 Campus Construction Progresses at Impressive Pace
Construction at the Grades 5-8 school complex is on
schedule for planned completion in August.
With the entire structure now completely roofed,
crews are busy with interior installations. In early June, work
will begin to configure and test electronic and technical
systems on the complex. Furniture is scheduled to arrive in
early July.
Exterior work continues with installations of brick
veneer and siding on all structures. Paving work is nearing
completion in the North parking lot.
The Ridgefield High School expansion project is
scheduled in June. Construction will begin immediately after
the last day of school and continue for a year, with completion scheduled in August 2019, ready for the start of school.
The new two-story structure will replace the building
currently housing the library and administrative offices.
Modular buildings will accomodate these spaces during
construction.
Designs of the remaining projects in the bond
program are nearly complete. Bidding for both projects
(security upgrades at Union Ridge and South Ridge, and
the re-purposing of View Ridge) is scheduled to begin next
month.
Construction progress updates for all projects in the
2017 Bond Program are posted each week. Visit the district
website at: http://www.ridgefieldsd.org/bond--2 and click
on Construction Updates.

View of the Grades 5-8 schools complex on March 7th (Hillhurst Road is shown on the left).
Drone photo courtesy of Tapani.

IMPORTANT DATES / UPCOMING EVENTS

MAR

CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOR GRADES K-5
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW
English Language Arts curriculum
Ridgefield School District Office (Mar 12-23)
Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

MAR

3 GRANDS CONCERT & BENEFIT
RHS Performing Arts Center
7:00 PM
A presentation of Ridgefield Youth Arts Month
and Ridgefield Lions Club

MAR

JUNIE B. JONES - THE MUSICAL
RHS Performing Arts Center
March 23 7:00 pm & March 24 2:00 and 6:00 pm
Advance tickets available March 20
A presentation of Ridgefield Youth Arts Month

MAR

DISTRICT ART SHOW
RHS Commons
5:00-7:00 PM
A presentation of Ridgefield Youth Arts Month

12

18

23
27

MAR

ARTS IN ACTION SHOWCASE
RHS Performing Arts Center
6:30 pm
A presentation of Ridgefield Youth Arts Month

APR

START OF SPRING BREAK
April 2 -6
NO SCHOOL

APR

START OF KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Union Ridge Elementary School and
South Ridge Elementary School

28

02

09
APR

26

FOOTLOOSE - THE MUSICAL
RHS Performing Arts Center
April 26-28, 7:00 pm
May 3-5, 7:00 pm

Spring 2018

UNLIMITED

Sports
Headline Registration
Kindergarten
Kindergarten registration for the 2018-19 school
year starts on April 9th at
both South Ridge Elementary
and Union Elementary School.
Both elementary schools provide kindergarten classes that
are all-day, every day.
If your student will be
five years old before September 1, 2018, he/she is eligible to
enter kindergarten in the fall.
Parents will need to provide
proof of their child’s birthdate
(such as a copy of their child’s
birth certificate) and a completed and signed Washington
state Certificate of Immunization Status form.

Parents can find out
which school their child will
attend by calling the district’s
Boundary Office at 360-6191309.
Plan to enroll your
child early. Doing so helps the
district plan for the number
of teachers and classrooms
required to serve our youngest
students.

Curriculum Materials Public Review
The public is invited
to review proposed English
Language Arts curriculum
materials, ReadyGen (2016),
published by Pearson, which
has been selected for classroom use in Grades K-5 in the
Ridgefield School District in
the 2018-19 school year.

Sample textbooks
and evaluation materials are
now available for review at the
District Office, 2724 S. Hillhurst
Road, Ridgefield, Washington
through March 23, 8:30 am to
4:30 pm, Monday-Friday.

Moving Ahead in
AdvancED Accreditation
During the 2015-16
school year, the Ridgefield
School District was honored to
become the first Washington
state school district to receive
AdvancED System accreditation. During the review
process, three areas in need of
improvement were identified
by AdvancED: assessment
practices, communication and
professional development.
The district has worked
to improve in these areas in the
last two years, and earlier this
year, submitted its progress
report to AdvancED, showing
the steps taken to address

improvements in each of the
three areas.
In late February, the
district received the news
that it successfully passed
AdvancED’s progress check,
advancing it to the next step in
the accreditation process--an
Engagement Review in spring
2021. This will be conducted
by a review team from
AdvancED during an on-site
visit to the district. To prepare
for the review, the district will
continue its work towards
improvement in each of these
specific areas.

Last Day of School Adjusted
Due to the snow
day closure of all Ridgefield
schools on Wednesday,
February 21, the last day of
school is now Friday, June 15th
to ensure that the school district meets the mandatory 180

days of instruction required by
the state. 		
Should inclement
weather result in another snow
day, the district will extend the
school year into the week of
June 18th.

“Women In STEM” Event
Set for March 24
Here’s an opportunity
for girls in Grades 5-8 interested in STEM careers.
The Evergreen School
District will be hosting a
county-wide “Women In STEM”
event at Heritage High School
on Saturday, March 24th from
8:30 am - 1:30 pm.
Ridgefield School
District joined the STEM
Network this year through the
Career & Technical Education
(CTE) Program.
This is a great
opportunity for students to
preview STEM classes and
careers that are available to
them.

The sessions will be
run by professionals in the
STEM field and by teachers in
STEM classes. Interactive
tables will be set up and
staffed by business partners
and high school staff. Students
will participate in break-out
labs during the event,
The event is organized
in coordination with The STEM
Network and all Clark County
school districts. Lunch and
T-shirts for student and adult
participants will be provided.
Register online at:
bit.ly/2018WIS.

Community Education News

Athletics News
The winter sports
season finished with some
great highlights for several
athletes.
Our Boys Basketball
team qualified for the District
tournament for the first time in
six seasons.
Coach Jason Buffum
was named Coach of the Year
by his peers, and senior Kade
Ramey was selected 1st Team
All League.
Gymnast Kyra
Blanchard qualified for State in
the vault event.
Wrestler Dawson
Lieurance was the 220 lb.
District Champion, 1st Team All
League and placed 6th at Mat
Classic.

Teammates Dylan
Draper (1st Team All League)
and Miles Bethel also advanced
to State and went 1-2.
Bowlers Jenna Martin
and Hailey Harris were named
to 2nd Team All League, and
the team won the 2A WIAA
Academic State Championship
with a 3.71 GPA.
The RHS Forensics
(Speech) team qualified for
State with Jake Milanowski
winning Districts impromptu
and extempore. Natalie Dean
was also a District Champion in
exposition.
--Debbie Bentler

The Spudder Bowling Team won the 2A WIAA Academic State Championship
with a 3.71 GPA. Go Spudders!
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Ridgefield Youth Arts
Month is in full swing, offering
an abundance of opportunities
for children and the Ridgefield
community to discover their
creative side through art and
music during the entire month
of March.
A variety of classes are being offered (many
are free) in arts and crafts,
music and dance. Visit http://
spudderactivities.weebly.com/
classes--registration.html and
click on 2018 Catalog to view
the RYAM brochure of course
offerings.
In addition, don’t miss
upcoming theater productions
and performances presented
by RYAM:
3 Grands Concert & Benefit,
Sunday, March 18, 7:00 pm at
RHS Performing Arts Center
Featuring award-winning blind
pianists, Mac Potts, Nick Baker
and Brent Gjevre with

performances by the RHS Jazz
Choir and jazz vocalist, Darcy
Schmitt. The concert proceeds will benefit RHS scholarship programs and district
music programs. Advance
tickets are $20 adults, $10
students; $25 adults/$15
students at the door. Children
age 5 and under FREE.
Junie B. Jones – The Musical
Friday March 23, 7:00 pm and
Saturday, March 24, 2:00 pm
and 6:00 pm, RHS Performing
Arts Center. Featuring our
talented Ridgefield students!
Tickets on sale starting March
19 on ridge.revtrak.net.
Arts In Action Showcase,
Wednesday, March 28, 6:30
pm at RHS Performing Arts
Center. Watch our amazing
students dance to funky jazz
from the hit Broadway musical,
“School of Rock”! Free
admission.

Did you know that logging in to Skyward Family Access
from your computer provides you with a multitude of options
such as:
•
•
•
•

Adding funds to student lunch balances
Paying student fees
Updating contact info like address, email, phone number
Updating emergency contact information
You can even set up notifications for
low student lunch balances, missing
student assignments, and weekly
grades.
To access Skyward Family
Access, click on the “Skyward” link
from the list of Useful Links at the
bottom of the Ridgefield School
District web page and enter your
Login ID and Password (which can be
obtained from your school secretary
if you don’t have one). Make sure that
“Family/Student Access” is displayed
in the Login Area field. The Ridgefield
School District logo must also display.

Once logged in, select “Open Family Access”. From here,
you can choose Food Service, Fee Management, Attendance,
Report Cards, Health Info or Login History.
To make payments, select Food Service (to add funds to
your student’s lunch balance) or Fee Management (to pay student
fees) and choose “Make a Payment”. Once your payment amount
is updated, choose “Pay with Vendor”. This will take you to the
online RevTrak Web Store and your cart. RevTrak will then guide
you through the checkout process. Note: You will need a RevTrak
account to log in to the Web Store.

Paul Lewis Innovation Grant Opportunity

Do you have an innovative idea that can inspire new
learning opportunities for students, solve real problems and lead
to significant, positive change? The Ridgefield Public Schools
Foundation (RPSF), in partnership with Columbia Credit Union is
now accepting applications for the Paul Lewis Innovation Grant, a
new grant offering starting this year.
The grant was created in honor of the work and contributions of Paul Lewis, co-founder and past president of RPSF. It
will fund opportunities aligned with Ridgefield School District’s
“Pursuing Premier Goals and Planning Blueprint” to benefit a large
number of students in the district. Grants will be awarded up to
$5,000 and is open to all district employees, high school age
students and school programs.

Eligibility
• Applications must be a certificated employee, a classified
employee or a high school student enrolled in Ridgefield School
District.
• Staff members may apply individually or collaboratively.
• High school students must be sponsored by a certificated staff
member.
• Applicants must have support of their principal and assistant
superintendent for the proposed project.
• Applicants may submit only one proposal during this application
cycle.
• Applicants must be willing to provide updates in overall student
progress and use of funding to the Foundation during benchmark
check-ins via a template provided by the Foundation.
• Applicants must be willing to attend a Ridgefield School District
Foundation meeting to share the results of the project.
To apply for the grant, download an application at:
http://www.ridgefieldpsf.org/paul-lewis-innovation-grant/.
Grant applications must be submitted by Monday April 9 via email
to innovation@ridgefieldpsf.org.
Questions about the grant can be emailed to:
info@ridgefieldpsf.org.

District Policy Changes
Ridgefield School District is pleased to share with you the following policy, which was recently revised and approved by the district’s Board of Directors. You can review the policy in its entirety
on the district’s website at: http://www.ridgefieldsd.org/o/district/
browse/4800 .

Board Meeting 2/13/18
2409 Credit for Competency Proficiency
The district will continue to update the website as policy changes
are approved, and we will notify you of these changes in future
district newsletters.
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In recognition of Dr. Seuss’ birthday, Beaches Restaurant sponsored and provided breakfast for first graders at Union
Ridge and South Ridge on Tuesday, February 27th. Each student
received a Dr. Seuss hat, enjoyed a delicious Green Eggs & Ham
breakfast with their families and even got to have a Dr. Seuss

www.ridgefieldsd.org		

360-619-1305

book read to them. In addition, there were drawings for gift certificates to Beaches Restaurant. Not to be missed, this fun event
is held every year to make reading an important part of the day!
The district is thankful to members of the Ridgefield City Council
and Ridgefield Police Department who helped with the event.

carolyn.enos@ridgefieldsd.org
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