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Teacher Appreciation Week
Each of our schools celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week with treats, gifts, and signs of 
thanks for our instructional staff K-12. DHS Student Senate organized and distributed 
flamingo floaties, reusable cups and a soft drink for teachers to “Stay ‘Afloat’” and make 
their own root beer floats! At the high school, the HELP (Having Empowered Leaders as 
Peers) Club along with support from Sonic Drive-In treated teachers to a sweet “Shake Up.” 
At DMS it was a week filled with appreciation lunches and treats sponsored by the DMS 
Student Council and the National Junior Honor Society.

The Depew Girls Varsity Volleyball Team won their first ever B2 Sectional Final in May versus Springville! Go 
Wildcats!

Connect with Depew Schools

Like us on Facebook and follow on Twitter to 
stay up to date with district news!

www.facebook.com/depewschools.org 
www.twitter.com/depewschools

Get the Depew Union Free School District App 
in the Apple or Google Play stores. Subscribe 
to notifications to stay up to date on important 
information and school news and events. 
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Superintendent
As we begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel of the last fifteen months, it was so encouraging to see students 
back in our schools; in greater numbers and for more days at the end of the school year. I think that we can all agree 
that we have been through a lot together and as a school-community, I truly believe that it has made us stronger! 
Collectively, we have successfully navigated through an unprecedented pandemic that entailed feeding children, 
securing one-to-one devices for instruction, designing and delivering different learning models, performing safety 
checks on children and their families, providing COVID-19 testing and vaccination opportunities, as well as providing 
childcare for working parents/guardians. Without the support of one another, we would not be where we are at today.

With that being said, we still have work to do and need to prepare to shift our focus on summer and the myriad of opportunities to address 
the learning losses of our children. We have prepared by more than doubling our summer school budget and staffing and have invited twice 
as many students to summer school than we have in the past. We are also, once again bringing back our popular Wellcats Summer Camp 
Program and this year it will be housed on our main campus.

For the fall of 2021, we targeted six Full Time Equivalent (FTE) positions to specifically work toward addressing learning loss and 
focusing on Social and Emotional Learning. In fact, in the 2021-2022 fiscal plan, we identified two FTEs for Literacy Support, two FTEs 
for Numeracy Support, one FTE for a Pre-Kindergarten Teacher and one FTE for a Kindergarten-5th grade Social and Emotional Learning 
Support School Counselor. With these added supports, our goal will now be to attend to our students who have been impacted by the 
Pandemic Achievement Gap.

In reviewing the 2021-2022 fiscal plan, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Depew School-Community for once again 
supporting the District’s budget. On Tuesday, May 18th the community came out and approved the plan by a 74% margin. Although, we 
had the lowest turnout ever for a school budget vote, 225 residents voted yes on our $47,267,774 plan. In addition, we had 243 supporters 
for the $674,760 purchase of four 66-passenger buses with Wi-Fi and two 48-passenger buses with Wi-Fi. The District will now surplus six 
vehicles with over 459,061 cumulative miles.

As we look beyond 2021 and toward a brighter future, we have begun to plan for our next major Capital Project. Since 2011, the Depew 
Union Free School District has consistently reviewed its facilities and their mechanical systems through a Building Conditions Survey, 
which is used to develop a future plan for facility improvements. The District utilizes a Facility Improvement Team (FIT) that meets with 
our architect to review the future plans and information collected during the Building Conditions Survey.

The Team will begin to look at the systems that require repair and/or replacement as well as the academic program needs of the District, in 
order to develop items for a potential capital project. The Depew-School Community’s input is always vital for the Facility Improvement 
Team (FIT) to consider in its decision-making process. With that in mind, we conducted a Thoughtexchange, so everyone had a chance to 
share their perspectives and understand what’s most important to the school-community. The top four thoughts focused on updating our 
bathrooms throughout the district, adding air conditioning in all of our buildings, adding outdoor learning spaces, and adding an auditorium 
to Cayuga Heights Elementary School. 

We will now convene the Facilities Improvement Team multiple times over the summer to design the project, which will be based on the 
input from the School-Community, coupled with the remaining items left on our 5-Year Facilities Study list. Once the project is sketched 
out, we will make a presentation to the Board of Education in August/September of 2021. When the project is finalized, the Board of 
Education will take action on it in September/October of 2021.

We would then put it up for a School-Community vote in November/December 2021. This timeline would then allow us to package the 
project to be sent to NYSED in early 2022 with a potential approval in the fall of 2022. We can then take advantage, as we have in the past, 
of bidding the project in January of 2023. Bidding in January has always been very favorable for us, as we have come out under budget 
each time by approximately $1.5 million.

We have a very busy summer planned; between our extensive summer learning and camp opportunities for our students, to our faculty and 
staff participating in professional development and growth activities, and planning not just for the Fall of 2021, but well into the future. I 
wish everyone a safe, relaxing, and re-energizing summer recess. I look forward to seeing everyone’s smiling faces again in September. 

Sincerely,

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction & Personnel

Reflecting on Achievements 
and Looking Forward
As we wrap up a truly 
unprecedented year, I would 
be remiss not to recognize our 
parents for their support and 
trust in our ability to educate 
the children of Depew.  This 
enabled our amazing team of administrators, 
teachers, and support staff to not only reopen 
school, and ultimately bring most students back 
in the building, but provide the best educational 
program we could.

Our group of dedicated, creative, and tireless 
staff is the epitome of Wildcat Pride!  In 
reviewing the past 12 months, we have met 
the challenge of educating and serving our 
students in unimaginable ways.  It would be 
impossible to list the accomplishments of all of 
our departments, but it was the commitment and 
hard work of everyone that made this year work 
so well.  

The work is not over, however, just because the 
“regular” school year is coming to an end.  Our 
staff will be busy this summer helping students 
and preparing for a new school year.

The district is preparing to run K to 12 summer 
programs to help close the gaps.  We have 
revived the Wellcats summer camp for students 
in grades K-5, and a newly created Grade 6 
Bootcamp to help transition to Middle School.  

Teachers will be working in teams throughout 
the summer, adjusting curriculum to better 
address any learning loss that may have occurred 
as well as to the changes made to the learning 
standards.  They will also be taking courses 
during the summer to improve their skills, as 
teachers, and to stay ahead of the curve.  It was 
this kind of hard work that put us in a position to 
be successful despite the challenges of the past 
18 months.

We are looking forward to the 2021-2022 school 
year and all the promises that it brings.  

Have a safe and healthy summer!

Joseph D’Amato, Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction and Personnel

7th Annual Lunch Hero Day
For the past seven years the Depew Union Free School District has  
celebrated its 
amazing food service 
workers with a day 
of appreciation, 
called Lunch Hero 
Day. To celebrate 
their hard work and 
commitment, School 
Lunch Hero Day was 
celebrated on May 7 
by students and staff.

This year food 
service workers have 
continued to provide 
free and nutritious 
breakfasts and lunches 
to the students 
learning at school and 
at home through twice 
weekly meal pickups. 
Along with healthy 
and nutritious meals, 
they also deliver 
smiles. Nutritious 
meals are a vital component to our students’ ability to learn and grow.

“With every change over the past year, our nutritional professionals have 
demonstrated their flexibility and dedication to providing our students with the 
comfort of a friendly face and the nutritional benefits of delivering a tasty meal, 
no matter if our students were in the cafeteria or at home. Depew’s nutritional 
professionals are truly heroes to our school-community and deserve to be 
recognized,” Dr. Jeffrey Rabey, Superintendent of Schools, said.

At Cayuga Heights Elementary, students at all grade levels made large artwork 
thanking the lunch ladies “Bunches for the Lunches!” At the middle school, the 
eighth-grade class made cards with Tim Hortons gift cards for the food service 
workers. At the high school, the HELP Club sweetened up their day with milkshakes 
from Sonic Drive-in.

“During these challenging times, the Depew food service staff were here every day 
since day one, making sure every child’s basic need of food was met. I am so proud 
and honored to say I work with these wonderful, giving, and compassionate heroes,” 
Barbara Albi, Depew’s Food Service Manager, said.

This is the eighth year Lunch Hero Day has been celebrated nationally. Between 
preparing healthy and delicious meals for America’s students, adhering to strict 
nutrition standards, navigating student food allergies, and offering service with 
a smile, school nutrition professionals are true heroes. The Depew Food Service 
Department employs 22 staff members. In the month of April, more than 283,677 
meals were distributed to Depew students for breakfast and lunch, both in-person 
and remotely.
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Congratulations to the Top 10% of the Senior Class of 2021 
Using grade point averages from seven semesters, we are happy to announce the Top 10 percent of the Class of 2021. We wish all our graduates 
much success as they start their path of lifelong learning. Congratulations on your achievements during your time at Depew Schools. Students 
were asked to reflect on their favorite memory from their time at Depew High School.

1. Brianna L. Shaw 
Valedictorian
Canisius, Biology –  
Pre-Med Track
Ignatian Scholarship
Parents: Tim & Linda Shaw
Favorite Memory: Spending time with 
friends. 

2. Caitlin M. Kowalczyk 
Salutatorian
Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Environmental 
Sustainability Health & Safety
Presidential Scholarship
Parents: Peter & Melissa Kowalczyk  
Favorite Memory: Riding on the motorcade 
for the big Rivalry Game against Lancaster.

3. Hannah M. Steiner
Buffalo State College, 
Marketing and 
Communications - Honors 
Program
Presidential & Honors Scholarships
Parents: Karl & Peggy Steiner 
Favorite Memory: Winning the Section VI 
Basketball Championship.

4. Alyssa M. Amirato
Daemen College, Biology/ 
Pre-Veterinary
President’s & Academic 
Achievement Scholarships
Parents: Joe & Lisa Amirato 
Favorite Memory: Traveling to Disney for 
the marching band trip.

5. Moriel T. Addesa
Gap year, then Nursing School
Parents: Anthony & Christina 
Addesa 
Favorite Memory: Being a part 
of the musicals.

6. Cadence Rae Brunecz
University of Rochester, 
Mechanical Engineering
Xerox Award for Innovation 
and Information Technology
Parents: George & Rachel Brunecz 
Favorite Memory: Decorating during spirit 
weeks and the trebuchet competition.

7.  Stephen M. Kaus
SUNY Fredonia, Sound 
Recording Technology
Parent: Elizabeth Hackbarth 
Favorite Memory: 
Performing in the musicals as Flounder and 
the Scarecrow. 

8. Ashley G. Zielezinski
SUNY Fredonia, Music 
Education
President’s Award for 
Excellence
Parents: Karl & Melissa Zielezinski 
Favorite Memory: Traveling to Disney and 
Washington D.C. for band and chorus trips. 

9. Maria H. Hehr
Buffalo State College, 
Psychology - Honors 
Program
Provost Scholarship
Parents: David & Marie 
Bukowski-Hehr 
Favorite Memory: Being on stage with 
everyone involved in the musicals.

10. Elizabeth Kopacz
St. John Fisher College, 
Psychology
Trustees’ Scholarship
Parents: Gary & Marcia 
Zgoda
Favorite Memory: Participating in Track 
and Field.

11. Kyle Tran
University of Buffalo, 
Computer Science
Parents: Hue Tran & Nhan 
Tonnu 
Favorite Memory: Getting his first win 
on the JV soccer team.

12. Logan T. Schwartz
SUNY Brockport, 
Psychology - Honors 
Program
Prometheus Scholarship
Parents: Dominic and Kristin Schwartz 
Favorite Memory: Playing sports with all 
of his best friends.

13. Lindsey N. Parini
Buffalo State College, 
Biology - Honors Program
Muriel A. Howard Honors 
Scholarship & Presidential 
Scholarship
Parents: Anthony and Monica Parini
Favorite Memory: Traveling to Disney 
for the marching band trip her freshman 
year. 

14. Joshua D. Rath
University at Buffalo, 
Physics - Honors College
Pride of NY Scholarship
Parents: Darren & Karen Rath
Favorite Memory: Attending sporting 
events and celebrations and making 
friends along the way.  
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SENIOR CELEBRATION GALLERY
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French 
Department News
DHS French students 
have continued to learn 
collaboratively- both inside 
our classroom, with masks 
and plexiglass dividers, and 
outside in the beautiful weather! Our 
French Club has welcomed several guest 
speakers this year via Zoom, and this has 
also expanded our educational horizons. 
On April 28, Sandrine Peres, a young 
French native and local engineer, gave 
a presentation on growing up in France.  
She discussed the French school system, 
cultural celebrations, and the special 
attractions of her hometown - which 
included a reserve with wild horses 
and images of the many Roman ruins 
there!  On April 30, Professor Zenaide 
Ntiranyibagira of SUNY ECC joined our 
Zoom to discuss growing up in Burundi, 
a French-speaking African nation.  For 
DHS Juniors taking French for college 
credit, this was the culmination of our 
study of francophone literature.

Although the DHS French Club was 
unable to hold most of its annual events, 
we still had a good year together, 
enjoying our regular Zoom meetings and 
French delicacies. We look forward to 
the start of a great year of fun activities 
together!  For all the DMS 8th graders 
studying French, we look forward to your 
membership in our club next year. To our 
graduating senior members, we wish you 
all the best.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Depew Senior Inducted into NTHS

Savanna Zdonczyk

Depew senior Savanna Zdonczyk was inducted into the 
Erie 1 BOCES’ chapter of the National Technical Honor 
Society (NTHS) earlier this year. She is enrolled in the 
Early Childhood Education program. Visit www.e1b.org/
NTHS2021 to watch the virtual ceremonies.

In order to qualify for acceptance into NTHS, a student 
must be nominated by his or her teacher, have a 90 percent 
or higher average in their career and technical education 
(CTE) course, and maintain an overall grade average of 
least 85%. Furthermore, students must demonstrate skill 
development and leadership and hone their responsibility and 
good character. NTHS takes a holistic approach to evaluating 
students’ success in the classroom.

Academy of Finance News
The Depew High School Academy of Finance had a busy year that allowed for students 
to have opportunities and 
experiences despite the changing 
learning environment. 

In February, we held our 
first ever virtual networking 
event, featuring our Academy 
of Finance Advisory Board 
members. 

Starting in March, we began a 
successful career guest speaker 
series. A special thank you 
to our speakers, including 
Gwendolyn Bork of Queen City 
Collaborative, Lawley Insurance 
representatives, Forcier Orthodontics, Rich Marasciulo of All State Fire & Security, Donna 
Scalfaro of Chem-Dry of Buffalo, Nicole Fenz, attorney the Law Office of Gary M. Schaff, 
and Michael Lomas, founder of The Financial Guys. These speakers helped make our 
students future ready!

In May, the AOF helped the Depew Police distribute flyers, reminding residents to lock their 
car doors to reduce the number of thefts and break ins.

In lieu of the annual Car & Bike Show, we held a Big Ticket Auction and Theme Tray 
Raffle on June 9. This fundraiser was very important and meant a lot to the students and our 
business partners. We would like to thank the school community for your support in making 
it a success!

Finally, for the first year, the AOF held a Day of Caring Food Drive on June 15. Community 
members were able to place their non-perishable food donations in front of their homes and 
students collected them for the Tri-Community Food Pantry. 

Thank you to our students, staff, and partners for another great year in the Depew High 
School Academy of Finance!

Academy of Finance student hear from guest speaker Gwendolyn Bork 
of Queen City Collaborative.

French
Club

Alexa Missland, Renee Martin, Ashley Matter, 
Rhegan Zubler, Mila Belsky and Mary Bauer.
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National Honor Society Induction Ceremony
Twenty-two students were inducted into the Depew High School National Honor Society during a ceremony in April. 

2021 Inductees: 

• Amber Allen
• Lauren Arena
• Miranda Arena
• Joshua Argentino
• Alyssa Bashaw
• Mary Grace Bauer
• Katrina Brooks
• Anthony Fazio
• Bethany Fuer
• Valantina Hasan
• Mya Jackson
• Nicholas Karnyski
• Matthew LaFratta
• Emma Minotti
• Michael Robinson
• Joshua Spaulding
• Hannah Stocklosa
• Jillian Sujka
• Hailee Torres
• Kaitlin Whalen
• Nolan Witt
• Rhegan Zubler

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL

Pep Band 
News 
By Miranda Arena and Michael 
Marranca

The 2021 Pep Band and Color 
Guard season was unlike any 
other.  This year, the band 
and color guard as a whole 
faced many challenges, from 
having to play 12 feet apart, 
staying conscientious of 
social distancing, learning 
the music in a short period 
of time, and practicing in the 
auditorium.  However, given 
the unpredictable nature of the 
world through the pandemic, 
it was really fun to play all that we did. Probably the biggest challenge this year was not being able to play during the football games. 
After everyone worked so hard to make amazing music as a whole for the first time in over a year, it was pretty devastating. We were 
fortunate enough to still be able to play for the spectators and the football team before the game. Although it was a very short season, it 
was so rewarding to be a part of such an incredible group.
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Depew Middle School Student Creates 
Homework App
During a school year when classroom activities and homework moved to online programs, 
Depew Middle School student Cody Williams wanted to create a way to make it all easier 
for his classmates and teachers. 

The eighth grader started developing the app at the beginning of 2021 and has continued to 
improve it since releasing the first version for his friends. 

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
Summer Treats
The 7th grade officers put together a 
Summer treat bag for every 7th grade 
student to enjoy. It included: cookies, 
popcorn, fruit snacks, a blow pop, 
lemonade mix singles and a water bottle 
to keep hydrated! The treat bags were 
funded by the DMS PTO.

Seventh grade officers Bailey Adamczyk and Mya 
Ferris package summer treats for their classmates.

Depew Tang Clan
In an effort to 
keep students 
engaged and 
incorporate 
his favorite 
hip-hop group, Wu Tang Clan, Mr. Cena 
created the Wu-Wall. Every time students 
completed their independent reading 
assignments, their picture was posted on 
the Wu-Wall along with their Wu Tang 
name from an official online generator. 
The students enjoyed the Wu-Wall and 
Mr. Cena’s other fun activities. Eighth 
grade student officer Aleigha Sharpe 
wanted to thank Mr. Cena and decided to 
reach out to Method Man, a member of 
Wu Tang Clan. 
Aleigha, Mr. Cena and all his eighth 
grade students were excited to see 
Method Man’s video response, where he 
says, “I want to shout out Depew Tang 
Clan … and also especially Joe Cena, 
AKA Excessive Gallant. I love what you 
are doing over there. You are keeping 
learning fun and you’re including Wu 
Tang. Salute to you, brother. Hats off!”

Eighth grader Cody Williams

“When creating the app I learned, you need 
patience,” Cody said. “Even if something doesn’t 
work the first time, you just keep trying.”

The app gathers assignments in one place, so that 
work is all centrally located for students. There is 
also a separate teacher view. 

He has received encouragement and feedback 
from his beta testers and from faculty and 
administration. 

“Cody stopped me one day between classes to 
show me what he had developed. I immediately 
realized the potential that the application had, not only for Cody, but for our entire student 
population here at the middle school. I thought the functions of the app would be beneficial, 
especially with the hybrid or remote learning models,” Academic Support Teacher Mrs. Jodi 
Obrochta said. 

In March, Cody presented his work in progress to high school business teacher Mr. David 
Maroshick and Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Personnel Mr. Joseph D’Amato. 
Cody plans to continue developing the app for better ease of use based on their feedback. 

“This whole journey is a learning experience for me. It’s always good to learn something 
new,” Cody added. 
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DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
Beyond Borders
Innovation Station students from Mrs. 
Rosch’s 8th grade class took advantage 
of online opportunities to meet up with 
students from an innovation class in 
the Lewiston-Porter School District on 
May 18th.  In an event titled, “Beyond 
Borders” students collaborated across 
school districts to discuss important ideas 
in education.  They worked to define 
what school is, and then brainstormed 
ideas about what school could be.  
Discussion included what the students 
found 
worked, 
or didn’t 
work, in 
hybrid 
and 
remote 
learning 
this year.  
Their 
ideas 
about the 
future of 
school 
will be 
shared 
at the annual TIF Con (Tech Integrators 
Forum Conference) sponsored by Erie1 
BOCES.  Next year, the Innovation 
Station class plans to incorporate more 
cross-district opportunities for students, 
including with schools in the Greater 
Toronto Area.

NJHS 
Collects 
for Food 
Pantry
During the month of 
March, the National 
Junior Honor Society 
sponsored a small, 
canned food drive 
which normally takes 
place before Winter 
Recess. Students in 
NJHS were split into 
two teams in order 
to try to collect enough items to create boxes of food to donate to the Tri-Community Food 
Pantry. We are so proud of our NJHS students who were able to donate the items during a 
challenging time to help families in need.

Dylan Thomas, 8th grader, on the 
Zoom conference with students from 
Depew and Lewiston-Porter.

Students’ Reading Challenge Win 
Means Mr. Cena Goes Blonde
With a prize this good, students couldn’t help 
but rise to the challenge. Earlier in the year 
Mr. Cena’s eighth graders were offered the 
challenge if they could read 200 independent 
books before February break, then he would 
dye his hair. 

In addition to the literature covered in class, 
students are responsible for reading their own 
independent novels and then taking an AR 
quiz to prove that they read it. The students 
blew that goal out of the water and voted for 
Mr. Cena to go blonde! 

Mr. Cena went to Lindsay Sobkowiak, a 
Depew alumna from the Class of 2011, to 
complete his transformation. Mr. Cena said 
he is happy his students were reading but has 
had to endure some teasing from his wife. 

“Because it’s been a totally different year for 
these students, I tried to find something that 
would encourage their continued reading,” 
Mr. Joseph Cena said. “It’s incredibly fun to 
see kids who didn’t necessarily like reading be able to find a new genre or author that they 
enjoy.”

Lindsay Sobkowiak and Mr. Joseph Cena after having 
his hair dyed. 

Pictured from Left to Right: 8th Grade Officers of NJHS - Gabriella Redman 
(President), Aleigha Sharpe (Vice President), Sarah Schenk (Treasurer) and Allyson 
Skotarski (Secretary).

8th Grade Picnic

Eighth grade students got to celebrate the end of 
the school year with a picnic outside!
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Cayuga Heights Students’ Generosity 
Helped Save Lives!
Cayuga Heights Elementary does their part to help save the lives of children across the 
country.  Each year, Cayuga Heights participates in the American Heart Association’s Kids 
Heart Challenge.  The Kids Heart Challenge is a fun and exciting event where students 
learn about their hearts while helping others by raising money for the American Heart 
Association. It prepares children for success through physical and emotional well-being.  
This year’s fundraising event was extra special.  The students raised a total of $6,838.74, 
the highest amount ever raised at Cayuga Heights!  This just proves how much the Depew 
community cares about helping others, even during a pandemic.  Every dollar raised goes 
directly to the American Heart Association to assist those in need with heart conditions.  As 
a thank you to those students who helped raise money for this wonderful cause, students 
received “thank you gifts” from the American Heart Association. Mr. Oldin and the entire 
Cayuga Heights Elementary Physical Education staff want to thank the 81 students who 
took part in fundraising this year.  Go Cayuga Heights!

100 Days of 
School
In February, students in Miss Tedesco’s 
math class were asked to create a 
collection of 100 small items of their 
choice for the 100th day of school.  
Siblings, Carter and Ariele DuFrane 
showed their creativity in making their 
100th day projects by using 100 noodles 
to make a dinosaur and collecting 100 
goldfish! They celebrated their hard work 
by taking a photo together in front of our 
“We Are 100 Days Smarter” celebration 
wall! 

Paint Night
Mrs. Smaczniak’s second grade class.

This April over 50 of Mrs. 
Pawlikowski’s grade 2-5 art 
students volunteered to be 
part of the Cayuga Heights 
Under the Sea themed 
Paint Night Event. The 
students who participated 
each received a canvas 
and painting supplies to 
create their very own ocean 
themed masterpiece. The 
students followed along with 
Mrs. Pawlikowski’s pre-recorded instructional videos to learn how to make sea creature 
silhouettes and mix tints and shades. The results were beautiful! This was such a fun event, 
and we hope to have many more events like this offered in the future.

Thomas Nagy Mia Mancini

Math Games
Miss Tedesco’s 2nd grade 
mathematicians have been working 
vigorously during their math block.  
Students participated in a number sense 
routine called 
This or That 
to determine 
which 
expression 
is greater on 
the screen 
(left side or 
right side).  
Students can 
represent each 
expression 
concretely 
using either 
their place value blocks or paper money 
to find the greater total!  Keep up the 
awesome work in third grade!

Emma Woodard and Addison 
Swiderski
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Peeps and Math  
Take a peep at 
what students 
learned! 
Second grade 
mathematicians 
in Miss 
Tedesco’s class 
used their place 
value strategies 
to solve 3-digit 
addition and 
subtraction 
problems! They 
worked hard 
to use the tools 
in their math toolbox to show their work 
two different ways. Students celebrated 
their work by turning them into spring 
“Bunny Peep” hats!

Virtual Royal 
Family Ball
On April 24, 
the Depew 
High School 
IMPACT 
Team hosted 
a Virtual 
Royal 
Family Ball. 
This event 
was hosted 
in lieu of 
the annual 
Father-
Daughter 
Dance, 
which was cancelled in February. The 
Virtual Royal Family Ball included a 
live session of BINGO, and pre-recorded 
activities for families to watch and enjoy 
together. Some of the activities included 
DIY Paper Crown Creations, a Puppet 
Show, Learn to Baton Twirl, DIY Mini 
Catapult, Storytime, and lots of music to 
dance to. Families were encouraged to 
have fun together and submit photos of 
their evening.

Jacob Allen and Brynn Groff

Fifth Grade Moving Up Ceremony

Fourth Grade 
Spelling Bee
On June 4, 18 fourth graders 
competed in the annual Cayuga 
Heights Spelling Bee.  The 
ceremony started by honoring all 
finalists with a presentation of 
participation trophies. All students 
persevered through this challenging 
year and were excited to be live on 
stage for this event.  The runner-up 
Julian Gavin and the champion, 
Samantha Schilling, were both 
from Mrs. Schebell’s classroom. 
Samantha correctly spelled the word 
“agreement” to secure the first-place 
finish.  All contestants proudly 
represented their classrooms and 
showcased superior spelling abilities 
in this friendly competition.

Quinn Maeder watches the 
puppet show.

Fourth grade spelling bee champion, Samantha Schilling and 
runner-up, Julian Gavin.

Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Barsottelli, and Mrs. Phillips’ classes stand during one of the three Fifth Grade 
Promotional Ceremonies held on June 4 in the football stadium. Superintendent Dr. Rabey asked that students 
stand and clap for those who have supported them. 
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Field Day Celebrates Olympics

Cayuga Heights students celebrated 
field day with outdoor activities, a 
magician and participation in the Walk 
to Stop Diabetes. The day started with 
an opening flag ceremony, just like at the 
Olympic Games!


