
GREENWOOD SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES 
September 8, 2022 

 
 

The Greenwood School Board met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, September 
8, 2022 in the Administration Building.  Members present were Dr. Brad Johnson, 
Stephanie Griffith, Greg Hasley, Dr. Kelli Henning, Cliff James, Todd Hales, Elysa 
Turner and Superintendent John Ciesla.   
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by President Brad Johnson. The Board and 
audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. (6:00 p.m.)     

 
II. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda was approved as submitted. (6:01 p.m.) 

 

III. ANNUAL REPORT TO THE PUBLIC 
Building Administrators, Demaris Barnett and Mr. Ciesla, Superintendent 
presented information to the public about Greenwood Schools for the 2021-
2022 school year.  This satisfied the requirement of the Annual Report to the 
Public. No vote needed.  (7:31 p.m.) 

 
IV. WESTWOOD PROPERTY UPDATE 

Mr. Hesslen, Deputy Superintendent presented an update on Mercy Health’s 
request to purchase property on Liberty Drive.  The proposal from Mercy 
Health is to purchase 4.69 acres for $306,444 which is $65,340 per acre to 
construct a new Mercy Clinic. 
 
Board voted to give Mr. Ciesla, Superintendent approval to continue 
negotiations with Mercy Health for an offer or agreement that would be more 
suitable to both parties than the current offer. On a motion by Todd Hales 
and a second by Elysa Turner the Board voted 7-0 to approve this 
request.  (7:39 pm) 

 

V. PURCHASE ORDERS 
Mr. Ciesla, Superintendent, presented a request for approval of two purchase 
orders:  $34,000 for the purchase of 8 marching tubas and $52,000 to purchase 
new weight equipment and flooring in H.B. Stewart Arena.  On a motion by 
Kelli Henning and a second by Cliff James, the Board voted 7-0 to approve 
this request.  (7:40 pm) 

 
VI. 2022-2023 BUDGET & FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

Mr. Ciesla, Superintendent, presented the 2022-2023 budget for board 
approval.  The presentation included how district funds are expended in 
various categories.  On a motion by Greg Hasley and a second by 
Stephanie Griffith, the Board voted 7-0 to approve this request.  (7:47 pm) 



 
 

VII. ESSA STATEMENT OF ASSURANCES 
Mr.Ciesla, Superintendent, asked the board to approve a Statement of 
Assurances that takes the place of the previous ACSIP plan approval by the 
board.  This is an assurance that the local board will abide by laws/rules 
regarding federal and categorical fund expenditures for the 2022-2023 school 
year.  On a motion by Todd Hales and a second by Stephanie Griffith, 
the Board voted 7-0 to approve this request.  (7:48 pm) 

 
 

VIII. ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS 
Mr. Ciesla, Superintendent, gave an overview to the board regarding recent 
actions by the ALC Peer Subcommittee in regard to 119 schools who have 
already presented their intent to accept or reject the ALC’s recommendation 
to give each employee a $5,000 retention/recruitment payment for certified 
staff, $2,500 for non-certified, and $1,250 for part-time employees.  Mr. Ciesla 
requested approval by the board for him to work with PPC and Ready for 
Learning Committees to disburse $4,000 to full-time contracted certified staff 
members, $2,000 to full-time non-certified staff members and $1,000 to part-
time staff members (those who work less than 25 hours).  Cost of this is 
$1.975 million.  Staff already received $1,000 retention bonus last year so the 
total amount will meet the ALC recommendation.  Payment disbursement will 
either be in 2 payments (December and May or one time during the 2022-
2023 school year).  $2.6 million is currently being held by the state. On a 
motion by Greg Hasley and a second by Cliff James, the Board voted 7-
0 to approve this request.  (7:51 pm) 

 
IX. APPROVED ARCHITECT LIST 

Mr. Ciesla, Superintendent asked the board to select three qualified firms 
from those interviewed recently and authorize administration to work with 
those firms to negotiate a contract for the elementary school project in 
Chaffee Crossing. 
 
After Stephanie Griffith, Elysa Turner and Cliff James stated they saw 
strengths in three particular agencies however all agencies seem to be more 
than capable of doing a great job, the consensus seemed to be all members 
wanted to move forward with BILD, MAHG and Height Jackson and gave Mr. 
Ciesla approval to have further discussions with all three agencies about the 
upcoming elementary school plans in Chaffee Crossing.  On a motion by 
Cliff James and a second by Greg Hasley, the Board voted 7-0 to 
approve this request.  (7:55 pm) 

 
 
 

 
 



EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The Board retired to executive session.  Upon return to the open meeting, 
the Board voted to approve the following personnel items: 
 
On a motion by Todd Hales and a second by Cliff James, the Board voted 
7-0 to accept the resignation of Rodney Rollings. (8:06 pm) 

 

On a motion by Greg Hasley and a second by Cliff James, the Board voted 
7-0 to hire Serena Veloso and Flavia Bankuti as paraprofessionals. (8:07 pm) 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The Board voted 7-0 to adjourn on a motion by Cliff James and a second by 
Todd Hales.  (8:07 pm) 

 

 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________ 
  President     Secretary  
 

 


