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Outline:  
 

To be battle-ready…  
1. We must acknowledge the battle is not _____________ __________________, vv. 13-14, 

6:1-2 (cf. 2 Kings 6:15-17; Romans 8:31-39; Ephesians 6:10-18; 2 Thessalonians 3:3). 
 

2. We must ensure that we are on _____________ _____________, vv. 5:13-14 (cf. Numbers 
15:39-41; Psalm 118:6-9; Colossians 1:9-14; Romans 8:28-31). 

 
3. We must take on a posture of ___________________  ____________________, vv. 14-15 

(cf. Exodus 3:2-5; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 2:19-22; James 4:6-10). 
 

 
True or false?  Sometimes siblings argue.  What kinds of topics/issues 

prompt(ed) arguments between siblings in your home?  How often in those 

arguments is there an effort to get mom or dad to take one child’s side?   

In a home dedicated to discipling children to follow Christ, on whose side must a 

parent be when helping siblings work through an argument?  How does a parent discern what 

God’s side would be?  Discuss this with your family and put together a process for resolving 

arguments by first seeking God’s side on the topic/issue at hand.      

 

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 

1. Read Joshua 5:13-6:2. Just as Joshua is about to lead the people of Israel into their first 

major battle, the commander of the LORD’s armies comes. What does it appear is the 

purpose for his coming? Does it appear that Joshua is encouraged or discouraged by it?  In 

light of Exodus 3:1-12, how is this appearing to Joshua a gift of grace and another testimony 

to God’s faithfulness?  How has God graciously encouraged you as you faced a difficult 

situation?  How is this passage an encouragement for future difficult situations you might 

face?   

2. In v. 13, Joshua asks the commander whose side he is on.  The commander replies in v. 14, 

“Neither” (NIV).  What do you think he meant by that?  What’s the difference between God 

being on our side, and we being on God’s side?  Which is more important for us to consider 

and why?  To help you, read Romans 8:28-39.  What comes before God is for us (vv. 28-30)?   

3. What are some major or important decisions you’ve made in the past?  Did you make the 

decision and then ask the Lord to bless it, or did you first seek God’s direction before 



making the decision?  Given question 2, why does the order matter?  What are some future 

decisions you have to make?  Before you make the decision, ask God, “Am I on Your side in 

this decision?”  Consider how His Word speaks to the decision and respond accordingly.    

4. Why was it important for Joshua to have a time of humble worship before God before going 

into battle?  How does a posture of humble worship toward God prepare us for the battles 

that lie ahead?  What is the danger of going into a trial or challenge without a proper 

attitude towards God? Consider the cross references in point #3 above in your answer. 

 
NEXT WEEK:  Pastor Steve Hardy, “Shepherd the Flock of God” 
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