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The majority of Oklahoma legislators have been willing to cross aisles recently to vote for measures they 
would not normally support.  Both Democrats and Republicans have shown a willingness to compromise 
in order to solve some of Oklahoma’s long-festering problems.  They have proven themselves true 
stateswomen and statesmen.  Considerable progress has been made and I believe they deserve praise 
for their willingness to be Oklahomans first, not partisans.   

A small group of both Republicans and Democrats, however, have taken a different approach, and I 
must presume you are acting from sincere and noble principles.  I will not disparage any of you, for I do 
not know your heart.  I sense that some of you hope teachers walk-out, but it’s not just teachers ready 
to explode.  Several groups of state-funded employees could be next.  And while a small percentage of 
educators are eager to walk-out, most are extremely reluctant to do so.  Nevertheless, they feel they 
have run out of options to get your attention. 

I have never seen Oklahoma educators more frustrated, and pay is only part of the issue.  Most of their 
frustration comes from their inability to meet your constituents’ children’s needs.  Our teachers love 
your children; they want what is best for them, but from the inside looking out, they see no action.  
From the inside looking out, they see opportunities across the Red River.  From the inside looking out, 
they see teachers fleeing.  From the inside looking out, they see people taking jabs at them and their 
cubs.  They have no hope, and when people lose hope for themselves and the ones they serve, they will 
embrace drastic means. Most educators do not want to step out and fight, but I believe they will do so. 

For classroom educators, this can all be captured in one word: respect.  Respect for their profession.  
Respect for their credentials.  Respect for their service to your constituents’ children.  We will either give 
them respect, or they will demand it, but please remember: Oklahoma teachers are not the activist 
teachers we hear about on the east and west coasts.  They are not prone to knee-jerk reactions or 
strikes or protests or walk-outs.  Oklahoma teachers are your neighbors, your church members, your 
family members.  They are servants, and it takes a lot of frustration for a servant to make a stand.  Once 
they do, however, they will not back down. 

When I am asked what I will do if teachers walk out, the answer is simple: Lawton Public Schools will 
have no choice but to suspend operations until they return.  I do not believe they will return until they 
believe that you – the partisan minority – have been forced to compromise.  You have stood on your 
principles, but your principles will cost this state dearly.  No one wins in a fight, and this fight can be 
avoided.  Anyone who pokes a bear can expect the bear’s wrath, and Oklahoma educators are like bears 
guarding their young right now. If they ever feel so threatened that they need to step out of the den 
they will not return until their cubs are safe.  

I am like every educator in this state; I hate the idea of a walkout, but I am not sure any of us can stop it.  
It is now up to you, a small group of legislators, to stop this from happening. We are going to do 
everything as a community to send legislators such a loud message that our local educators do not feel 



the need to walk out, but it may be too late.  I hope I have been respectful, and I pray you have ears to 
hear from those guarding your constituent’s cubs, because from the inside looking out, they feel 
provoked, and I worry for everyone when that happens. Please pray for our Great State, for wisdom, 
and for our students’ safety this second Sunday of the month.  

 


