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Report of Rome Board of Education — Action Compiled by Mr. Trevor Metzger, Special Education Specialist 

 

Mrs. Collins called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.  Dr. Dixon gave the opening prayer and led 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
At Mrs. Collins request, Mr. Metzger called the roll and determined that the Board had a quorum. 
 
On a Jones/Huffman motion, the board members present unanimously approved the minutes for 
the January 12, 2016 regular board meeting, financial, and other reports.   
 
Public Recognitions 

Georgia Northwest Regional Technical Fair 

Ms. Huffman recognized the following students for winning first place in the Georgia Northwestern 
Technology Fair: 
 

 Connor Ray/Elm Street Elementary School/3rd grade – son of Casey and Megan Ray  

 Owen Rogers/West Central Elementary School/2nd grade – son of Nick and Beth Rogers  

 Josiah Boykins/North Heights Elementary School/3rd grade – son of Ashley Boykins  

 Lamaria Studyvent/North Heights Elementary School/3rd grade – daughter of Keith 
Studyvent and Chrisyetta Finley  

 Judy Diaz/North Heights Elementary School/3rd grade – daughter of Edwin Cabrera and 
Rosa Vasquez  

 Jasmin Aguilar/North Heights Elementary School/3rd grade – daughter of Jose Paredes and 
Rosa Geronimo 

 Delilah Hubbard/West End Elementary School/6th grade – daughter of Pepper Powell and 
Stoney and Susan Stovall  

 Diana Ward/Rome High School/12th grade – daughter of David Ward and Karie Farr  

 Emily Phillips/Rome High School/10th grade – daughter of Steve and Julie Phillips  

 Amy Guzman-Reyes/Rome High School/10th grade – daughter of Rene Guzman and Leticia 
Reyes de Guzman  

 Ashley Romo-Hernandez/Rome High School/10th grade – daughter of Eleazar and Zenadia 
Romo  

 Renee LaPointe/Rome High School/12th grade – daughter of Stephen and Susan LaPointe  

 Tempest Thomas/Rome High School/12th grade – daughter of Ted Thomas  

 Tyanna Slack/Rome High School/12th grade – daughter of Kevin and Demetrias Smith  

 Tiffany Woods/Rome High School/11th grade – daughter of Sylvia Johnson 
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Boardroom Art Display 

Mrs. Collins recognized the students and faculty at East Central Elementary School for the artwork 
display in the foyer. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 

Attendance 
Dr. Buck reported the attendance for the fifth month of school. Elm Street Elementary School had 
the highest percentage of student attendance at 97.34 percent.  Rome Middle School had the 
highest secondary student attendance rate at 96.22 percent. The school with the highest 
percentage of staff attendance was Main Elementary School at 96.91 percent. 
 
Personnel 
On a Dixon/Beeman motion, the board members present unanimously approved Dr. Buck’s 
personnel recommendations: 
 
Certified Employment 2015-2016:  Katherine Gray Hulsey/RMS 
 
Support Employment 2015-2016:  Bellanira Hilbert/WC  Sarah Ann Self/WC 

 Julie A. Reid/CO Natasha “Star” Smith/CO 
 
Focus on Student Achievement 

At Dr. Buck’s request, Mrs. Kristin Teems presented the Focus on Student Achievement for East 
Central Elementary School. Accompanying Mrs. Teems from East Central Elementary School were 
Dr. Drummond, Ms. Smith, Ms. Lawson, Ms. Acree, Ms. Wright, Ms. Cole, Ms. Stover, and Mr. 
Hester. 
 
Mrs. Teems titled her presentation, “East Central Elementary – Excellence in Everything”.  She 
began her presentation with a review of data from the Criterion Reference Competency Test 
(CRCT), Georgia Milestones End of Grade Assessment (EOG), and Scholastic Reading Inventory 
(SRI).  In 2013-2014, CRCT scores in reading and English language arts (ELA) were exceptional 
across third through sixth grades. In 2014-2015, EOG scores in reading, science, and social studies 
were above the state average in third through sixth grades.  EOG math scores were above the 
state average in third, fifth, and sixth grades.  Assessing Comprehension and Communication in 
English State-to-State (ACCESS) test scores from the 2012-2013, 2013-2014, and 2014-2015 
school years reflect a steady increase in students who improve one or more proficiency levels and 
a steady decrease in the number of students who show no improvement. SRI scores for fifth 
graders in 2014-2015 indicated that 77% of students scored at the proficient or advanced level.  In 
comparison, as third graders in 2012-2013, only 28% of students scored at the proficient or 
advanced level. SRI scores for sixth graders in 2014-2015 indicated that 85% of students scored 
at the proficient or advanced level.  As fourth graders in 2012-2013, only 45% of students scored 
at the proficient or advanced level. Other assessments used to measure student 
understanding/progress include the following: Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS), Individual Knowledge Assessment of Number (IKAN), Global Strategy Stage (GloSS), 
module assessments, and benchmarks.  Mrs. Teems stated that the success of students at East 
Central Elementary School is a credit to teachers, parents, and students who work both hard and 
smart.   
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East Central Elementary School is in the first year of implementing Positive Behavioral Intervention 
Systems (PBIS).  Mrs. Teems stated that the students at East Central Elementary School put their 
best “PAWS” forward.  PAWS is an acronym that stands for the following: positive attitude, act 
responsibly, work hard, and show respect.  To emphasize the aspects of good behavior, East 
Central Elementary School students participate in group mentoring sessions every Monday 
morning.  During this time, teachers emphasize what good behavior looks like and celebrate 
students who have exhibited good behavior. 
 
Mrs. Teems expressed her appreciation to the Board for the technology that has been provided to 
the students and teachers at East Central Elementary School.  East Central Elementary School 
currently has thirty SMART Boards, two classroom sets of iPads, two classroom sets of 
Chromebooks, thirty-two document cameras, a Mac lab, and a Mac mini lab.  Mrs. Teems stated 
that these technological devices are used on a daily basis. 
 
East Central Elementary School provides students with many opportunities to expand their learning 
opportunities, experiences, and knowledge through what Mrs. Teems refers to as “extras”. These 
programs and experiences include the following: math team, Cardboard Challenge, Responsibility 
Increases Student Excellence (R.I.S.E.) Program for sixth grade, academic nights, can food drive, 
field trips, community helpers for kindergarten, community guests, and the fun run.  
 
Mrs. Teems concluded her presentation by stating that the students at East Central Elementary 
School work hard, learn hard, and play hard. Students at East Central Elementary School strive to 
improve every day in order to one day graduate from Rome High School prepared for college or 
work. Mrs. Teems stated that East Central Elementary School’s success is a credit to the hard work 
of the faculty and staff.  
 
Black History Month 
At Dr. Buck’s request, Mrs. Cassie Parson and Mrs. Esther Vaughn presented on school activities 
in celebration of Black History Month.  Following a wonderful opening by Hayley Sanders, seventh 
grader at Rome Middle, and Alan Hester, eleventh grader at Rome High School, Mrs. Parson 
discussed this year’s Black History Month contest. 
 
Mrs. Parson stated that the Black History Month Committee, under the leadership of Mrs. Vaughn, 
decided to focus the theme of this year’s contest on “Influential African Americans from Rome City 
(Living Legacies) and important places in Rome (Hallowed Grounds)”. Contest options included 
the following: essay, oratorical, visual arts/technology, and performing arts.  Students have the 
opportunity to work individually or in groups.  The grade categories for the contest are as follows: 
kindergarten and first, second and third, fourth through sixth, seventh and eighth, ninth and tenth, 
and eleventh and twelfth. To assist students in the completion of these projects, there will be twenty 
Black History Program speakers presenting at Rome High School. 
 
In addition to the Black History Month contest, Mrs. Parson provided the Board and Dr. Buck with 
a folder that included the activities that each school was completing to celebrate Black History 
Month. 
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SPLOST IV      

Mr. Byars gave an update on the SPLOST IV revenues. He stated that the January 31, 2016 
collections for the tax period of December 2015 were $503,110 which was $69,110 above 
projections for the month ($434,000).    
 
New Business 

Resolution Certifying the Completion of the Anna K. Davie Elementary School Project 

Mr. Byars provided the Board with the following information regarding the completion of the Anna 
K. Davie Elementary School Project. 
 
Resolved, that the Rome City Board of Education, at a duly held meeting adopted a resolution that 
does hereby certify that all accounts for labor, materials and services for the construction of Anna 
K. Davie Elementary, State Project Number 14-785-143, have been paid in full and that there are 
no claims of any nature outstanding, either liquidated or disputed: and RESOLVED FURTHER, that 
the secretary is directed to furnish a copy of this resolution to the Georgia Department of Education, 
Facilities Service Section. 
 
On a Swann/Beeman motion, the board members present unanimously approved the resolution. 
 
Resolution Certifying the Completion of the Main Elementary School Cafeteria Project 

Mr. Byars provided the Board with the following information regarding the completion of the Main 
Elementary School Cafeteria Project. 
 
Resolved, that the Rome City Board of Education, at a duly held meeting adopted a resolution that 
does hereby certify that all accounts for labor, materials and services for the construction of Main 
Elementary, State Project Number 15-785-002, have been paid in full and that there are no claims 
of any nature outstanding, either liquidated or disputed: and RESOLVED FURTHER, that the 
secretary is directed to furnish a copy of this resolution to the Georgia Department of Education, 
Facilities Service Section. 
 
On a Dixon/Huffman motion, the board members present unanimously approved the resolution. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
 


