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Report of Rome Board of Education — Action Compiled by Ms. Kristina Wilder, Public Relations Coordinator 

 
Mrs. Collins called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. Dr. Jones gave the opening prayer and West 
Central fifth-grader Aaron Lewis and first-graders Macy Lewis and Henry Lewis, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
At Mrs. Collins’ request, Ms. Kristina Wilder called the roll and determined that the Board had a quorum. 
 
On a Dixon/Beeman motion, the Board unanimously approved the minutes for the October 10, 2017 
regular board meeting, financial, and other reports.   
 
Public Recognition 
Berry College Math Team Competition 
Mr. Byington recognized the East Central Elementary sixth-graders who competed in and won the very 
rigorous Berry College Math Team Competition on Berry College’s campus. There were 15 other teams 
in the competition from Rome City, Floyd County, and the surrounding area. The competition consisted 
of a written test, a ciphering speed round of 10 two-minute questions, and a team four part question/task.  
In addition, Brendan Strickland, the team captain, placed first individually in the competition out of 75 
sixth grade students. 
The students are Anna Grace Clark, daughter of Mr. Chase and Mrs. Lynn Babineaux and Mr. Jason 
Clark; Jacob Fisher, son of Dr. Mark and Mrs. Jill Fisher, Tyler Hewitt, son of Mr. Christopher and Mrs. 
Jessica Hewitt; Andrew Loveman, son of Mr. Alan and Mrs. Gina Loveman; Brendan Strickland, team 
captain, son of Mr. Lawrence and Mrs. Emily Strickland; Sam Thomas, son of Mr. Jay and Mrs. Meredith 
Thomas; Christina Tomlin, daughter of Mr. David and Mrs. Julie Tomlin; and Jaden Wood, son of Dr. Phil 
and Mrs. Kathy Wood.  
 
National Merit Scholar Letters of Commendation 
Mrs. Beeman recognized the two Rome High School seniors who received a Letter of commendation in 
the National Merit Scholarship Program. These two students are among about 34,000 commended 
students nationwide who have shown exceptional academic promise. 
The students are Cannon Rogers, son of Mr. Chip and Mrs. Kathy Rogers; and Jaaie Varshney, daughter 
of Mr. Upkar and Mrs. Smita Varshney. 
 
One Book/Many Voices Essay Winners 
Dr. Dixon recognized three Rome City Schools students for winning the One Book/Many Voices Essay 
Contest. 
Czareah Lattimer is the Phoenix Learning Center school-level winner as, well as the second place overall 
essay winner. Czareah received $75 for submitting the second place overall winning essay.  
Gracie Walker is the West End Elementary school-level winner and the third place overall winner of the 
essay contest. Gracie received $50 for submitting the third place essay. 
Caleb Henaro Sabino is the Rome High School school-level winner. 
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Board Room Art Display 
Mrs. Collins recognized the students at West Central Elementary School for their artwork display in the 
foyer. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Attendance 
Mr. Byars reported the attendance for the third month of school.  West End Elementary School had the 
highest percentage of student attendance at 97.69 percent. At the secondary level, Rome Middle School 
had the highest percentage of student attendance at 95.92 percent.  The school with the highest 
percentage of staff attendance was Anna K. Davie Elementary School at 98.18 percent. 
 
Personnel 
On a Jones/Beeman motion, the Board unanimously approved Mr. Byars’ personnel recommendations: 
 
Certified Employment 2017-2018:    
Tenesia M. Eanes/RHS 
Julie C. Edwards/AKD 
Ranesia Johnson/AKD 
               
Classified Employment 2017-2018: 
Lynda Karakos/Central office 
Jennifer L. Pilcher/WC 
Jason L. Rucker/RMS     
 
Focus on Student Achievement 
At Mr. Byars’ request, Mrs. Leslie Dixon presented the Focus on Student Achievement for West Central 
Elementary School. Accompanying Mrs. Dixon from  
West Central Elementary School were Carrie Nobles, Hannah Woodrow, Shelley Raley, Jennifer Uldrick, 
Eileen Galang, Allison Skeen, Erin Hall, Brandy Riddle-Clayton, Quincy Nation, Sherri Cromer, Martha 
Hufstetler, Ruth Cipolla, Jim Bowen, Stephanie Meadows, McKensey Wheeler, Brandi Tripp, Hilary 
Reaves, Kim Bussey, Katie O’Rourke, Karen Colbert, Stephanie Lewis, LeAnna Daniel, Chet Lindemann, 
Steve Price, Beka Geier, Kacie Burnette, Beth Rogers and Stephanie Dean. 
 
Mrs. Dixon said that one of the things she likes to say about her school is that “There is only one West 
Central.” The book “Only One You” has had a big impact on the students this year and the look of the 
school. Every student and staff member at the school has painted a rock that has been used to line a 
path in front of the building. This project helps show the creativity and individuality of the school and its 
students.  
 
The school has focused on giving back this year, raising money and donating supplies to hurricane relief. 
Mrs. Dixon said this builds empathy and helps the students realize there is a world out there beyond the 
school.  
 
Mrs. Dixon said that the school has had an art explosion this year as well. Teachers have started art 
clubs and painted affirmations on the walls of the school. 
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West Central earned a five star climate rating from the Georgia Department of Education for the second 
year in a row. Scores from the Georgia Milestones have been showing improvement as well. One area 
in which the school especially excels is in bringing children up to the proper level.  
 
The school also had the third-highest College and Career Readiness Performance Index score in the 
system, Dixon added. 
 
Once they receive the data from test scores, Dixon said the school’s staff spends a lot of time analyzing 
it. They use the data to help them address different challenges they have in the school.  
 
This year is the first for the ASPIRE program. West Central has the largest group – 56 – of students 
attending the after-school program in the system.  
 
West Central is home to the RCS Teacher of the Year, Stephanie Dean.  
 
The school also hosts an innovative Spanish for Teachers program, in which 32 teachers have been 
taking Spanish lessons. Mrs. Dixon explained that she has been wanting to hold a class like this since 
she started at the school. 
 
West Central specializes in low-key, fun, family-oriented events, such as Family Picnic Night, Family 
Movie Night and Trunk, Treat and Read. Parents really respond, Dixon said, with 400 people attending 
the most recent picnic and more than 300 coming to Trunk, Treat and Read.  
 
Mrs. Dixon ended the presentation with the fact that the teachers and staff are working hard every day 
to ensure that “All students will graduate from Rome High School prepared for college or work.” 
 
SPLOST IV      
Mr. Williams gave an update on the SPLOST IV revenues.  He stated that ESPLOST IV receipts for the 
tax period September 2017 indicate the actual amount collected was $438,000. The amount anticipated 
was $434,000, which indicates a positive variance of $4,000. 
 
Georgia Power Light Project 
Mr. Williams discussed a proposal from Georgia Power that will upgrade the existing lighting at West 
End and West Central to new LED bulbs. This could give the system energy savings of 50 to 80 
percent. The annual savings from the installation would pay for the upgrades and Georgia Power will 
provide Rome City Schools a written guarantee of energy savings.  
 
The decision was made to test two rooms, one at each school, to evaluate the amount of savings. If it 
shows significant savings, plans will be made to use ESPLOST IV money to pay for the full installation. 
 
Northwest Georgia Housing Authority Work-Based Learning Partnership 
On a Jones/Huffman motion, the Board unanimously approved Mr. Byars’ receommendation that the 
system develop a Memorandum of Understanding with Northwest Georgia Housing Authority for the 
construction pathway that is about to begin at Rome High School. 
 
Mr. Williams explained that the Northwest Georgia Housing Authority has a building on Avenue B that is 
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currently being used for storage. The building contains table saws, band saws, miter saws, planers, an 
air compressor, a drill press and a router. Housing Authority directors are offering Rome City Schools 
use of the building so that Rome High School students may use the equipment and gain real life 
experience with tools as the system develops the construction pathway. 
 
Other Items 

• The Rome High School Wolves will host the Southwest DeKalb High 
School Panthers in the second round of the Class 7-AAAAA playoffs at 
Barron Stadium on Friday, November 17, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. 

• The schools will be closed November 20-24, 2017, for Thanksgiving 
holidays. 

• The school district will be closed November 22-24, 2017, for 
Thanksgiving holidays. 

• Mr. Byars congratulated Floyd County Schools on their College and Career Academy being 
named the academy of the year at Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle’s Business and Education Summit. He 
also thanked the voters of Rome and Floyd County for voting yes and passing ESPLOST V on 
November 7. One of the proposed projects is a CCA for Rome High School. 

 
New Business 
First Reading of Board Policies GAD, GBA and JBCCA(2) 
On a Dixon/Jones motion, the Board unanimously approved, on first reading, Board Policies GAD 
(Professional Learning Opportunities), GBA (Compensation Guides and Contracts), and JBCCA(2) 
(Unsafe School Choice Option) as presented by Dr. Dawn Williams.   
 
Dr. Williams informed the Board that policies GAD and JBCCA(2) are edits to existing policies. These 
edits include additions of definitions of terms and slight changes to match state board of education 
requirements. 
 
GBA is a new policy which the system did once have, but was purged. This policy has been brought back 
as a federal requirement and some wording changed and updated.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 


