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Spring offers literacy, health plans 
The spring semester of the 2017-2018 academic year in the 
Hope Public School District offers the introduction of school-
based healthcare and early childhood literacy plans. 

 

School-based health clinic proposed      

The Hope Public School District is preparing a grant application that will create a 
free school-based health clinic for students and teachers in the school district at the 
Hope High School campus. 

Public support for the initiative is currently being sought by Renee Sells, RN, 
district nurse, and campus nurses Marcia Widel, RN, at Yerger Middle School and 
Geri Maxfield, LPN, at Beryl Henry Elementary School/Hope Academy of Public 
Service. 
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Spring Calendar 
April 4 – Early 
release day. 

May 2 – Early 
release day. 

May 7-11, Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 
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“It’s 2018 now; school has changed,” Sells told the Hope Evening Lions Club and Hope Kiwanis Club in 
meetings this week. “Students come from all types of homes; we even have homeless students in our district. 
They all need good healthcare to stay in class and succeed.” 
Sells said the district is currently seeking a $500,000 grant from the state through the Arkansas Department of 
Education that will open and establish operations for the proposed clinic for its first five years of service. 

“This year, we are going to be up against applications from 32 other school districts,” Sells said. 
The proposed Hope clinic is to be housed in the former home and family sciences “cottage” on the HHS 
campus. Sells said the proposed clinic will offer both physical and mental health services, based upon grant 
guidelines, under a school/community/family partnership approach. 
 
Renovations to the “cottage” will be undertaken with the first $150,000; while, much of the furnishings and 
equipment needed for initial operations has already been donated by Wadley Regional Medical Center-Hope. 
Plans call for beginning operations in the Spring, 2019, semester. 
“We have a plan,” Sells said. “We are going to make this happen.” 
 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library Partnership 

Harvard Medical School research has shown that 85 percent of a child’s brain architecture is in place by age five. 
Consequently, the learning curve for each child literally hits its peak in the first five years of life, Dr. Charlotte Green, 
assistant professor of education at the University of Central Arkansas, told the Hope Kiwanis Club. That focus is at the 
heart of a literacy partnership founded by country music legend Dolly Parton, which the Hope Public School District is 
seeking to bring to Hope and Hemsptead County. 

“Our goal is that one day each child that is born gets a book each month of their life until age five,” said Dr. Green, who 
is also the director of the Arkansas Imagination Library, a partner of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library established 
by Parton in her hometown of Pigeon Forge, Tenn. “If 85 percent of brain development is complete by age five, if I 
want to impact learning, it starts here.” 
 
She said the relationship between parental interaction with children in the formative first year of life through age five is 
vital to the foundation for a child’s learning thereafter. 
 
“Playing really is building the architecture of the brain,” Green said. 
 
The same thing applies to reading to a child in that timeframe because it builds upon the “serve and return” relationship 
between parent and child in which the child initiates contact through cooing, babbling, or action, and the parent returns 
similar interaction, Green said. This kind of relationship creates learning where parents relate sounds and objects to the 
child to develop early vocabulary, such as pointing to a picture of a cat and pronouncing the word “cat;” and, higher 
order learning that equates certain sounds with symbols, such as letters, to learn the alphabet and to read. 
 
Green said research has shown that if a child reads on the third grade level by the time they reach the third grade, they 
have a greater chance for academic and social success in life. 
 
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library initiative “is an open door for every community,” Green said, in that it works 
through community partners to provide books free to every child within a community between birth and age five. 
She said the books are appropriately age-level so that every child receives a book on his or her age level. The average 
cost to local partners for the program is $25 per child per year, roughly $2 per month.  
 
Green said the DPIL pays for operational overhead and logistics, providing everything necessary for the national 
program to operate. The partnership requires a non-profit 501c3 tax status and an institutional funding partner. The 
Hope Kiwanis Club is exploring its participation as a 501c3 partner, and the Hope Public School District is working 
with the DPIL to become an institutional partner. 
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People 
The vitality of Stephonia Casteel-Terry was recalled by friends and colleagues in the 
Hope Public Schools here at the passing of   Mrs. Casteel-Terry on Feb. 2.  Known as 
Stephanie to friends and colleagues, Casteel-Terry was a member of the faculty at 
Yerger Middle School in Hope and she also served as the parental involvement 
coordinator for the Yerger campus.  
 

Awards 
Former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee, left, presents Hope High School 
student Jazmin Mejia with one of four $1,000 Rotary Club Mike Huckabee 
Servant Leadership Scholarships given by the Hope organization in recognition 
of the service to the world represented through Rotary, and to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of Rotary in Hope. Hope Rotary Club President Terri James 
made the announcements with Huckabee during the 100th anniversary 
celebration at Hempstead Hall.  

 

Wins 

The Hope Academy of Public Service eighth grade robotics team won the 
Vilonia Eagle Engineering VEX Tournament held in Vilonia, Arkansas. The 
team includes Alecia Bradley, Mika Brown, Juan Leon, Timothy Minney, 
Joseph Postlewait, Sergio Martinez, Yahi Jimenez, Lili-Ann Adamson, 
Jaelyn Lara, Jacquelin Jimenez, Carter Berry, Brian Martinez, Cesar 
Marquez, Jesse Barton, Jena Brown, Katie Arroyo, Sarahi Acosta, Jose 
Martinez, Aaron Smith, Fabian Aguilar, Jamesha Sorrells, and Amber 
Cisneros. 
 
Successes 
Students on three campuses of the Hope Public Schools collected a total 
of $1,425.04 for the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Circle of Friends. HPS 
Superintendent Bobby Hart, Yerger Middle School Principal Josclyn 
Wiley, Hope Academy of Public Service Principal Dr. Carol Ann Duke, 
and Beryl Henry Elementary School Principal Dr. Roy Turner presented 
the donation to ACH volunteer Robert Beeson. 
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CAMPUSES 
What’s positive on the campuses of the Hope 

Public School District? 

Hope Schools Vision… 

Arkansas Teacher Corps 
Hope High School principal says teacher 
development program is positive approach 

…World Class Students, World 
Class Learning, World Class 
Citizens. 

Hope Schools Mission… 
The mission of the Hope Public 
Schools is to provide all students a 
quality education through the 
collaborative efforts of the schools, 
families, and all stakeholders to 
create productive citizens in our 
ever-changing society. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER 

                                                           

B0BCAT TRACKS is a 
publication of the 
Hope Public Schools. 
Ken McLemore, Editor 

Building success one student 
at at time; it is what all 
educators try to accomplish. 
Hope Public Schools realizes 
that the strength of the 
group is the individual; and, 
the stronger each individual, 
the stronger the group. Our 
staff strives daily to focus on 
the unique needs of each 
learner in our system. 

To all our students, parents, staff and 
community members, we say, “Thank you for 
your support of the Hope Public Schools.” 
Together, we ALL can “Build Success One 
Student at a Time.” 

HPS Supt. 
Bobby Hart 
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Hope High School Principal Bill Hoglund calls the 
Arkansas Teacher Corps “a godsend.”  
Teacher shortages nationwide have beleaguered 
school principals when filling vacancies; but, the 
University of Arkansas program has given Hoglund 
and other Hope principals an Arkansas-based solution. 
“The young people we get from Arkansas Teacher 
Corps are better prepared to step into the classroom 
than many first-year teaching graduates,” Hoglund told 
the Hope Kiwanis Club. 
HHS currently has five ATC fellows on faculty, 
according to Chris Collier, ATC director of 
organizational development. 
“Hope is one of our favorite districts; it’s a great 
partnership,” Collier told the Kiwanians. 
A non-profit initiative of the University of Arkansas 
College of Education and Health Professions, 
Arkansas Teacher Corps was established in 2013, and 
has grown to place 60 teachers in 23 public school 
districts in Arkansas. 
“We pride ourselves in being homegrown,” Collier said. 
Most applicants to the ATC fellowship program are 
Arkansans, he notes. 
“What we have found is the people we have placed 
love to be there,” Collier said. 
The three-year fellowships are open to any individual 
who has a bachelor’s degree, or will graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree by June of the application year, in 
any discipline. Applicants must be legally eligible to 
work in Arkansas, and must have a minimum 2.7 
grade point average, although a GPA of 3.0 or higher 
is recommended. 
ATC applicants and fellows need not be an education 
major to qualify; but, all ATC Fellows are required to 
complete a seven-week summer institute prior to 
entering the classroom to teach the following fall. 
Fellows teach in school districts for three years under 
normal contract conditions while becoming 
provisionally licensed in Arkansas through ATC. 
Teaching positions are full time, paid classroom 
positions, and stipend payments totaling $15,000 over 
the three-year initial commitment are paid by ATC. 
Bonus stipends are available through the Arkansas 
Department of Education Office for Teacher 


