
Benton School District 

Meeting Minutes 
Printed : 9/3/2020 3:56 PM CST 

Benton Board of Education   

07/13/2020 05:30 PM 

Chenault Administration Building 

207 N Conway 

 

  
 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by board president, Dio Vannucci, at 5:31 p.m. 

 

II. Establishment of Quorum 

All Board members were present:  Paul Childress, Jarrod Hambric, Chris Ledbetter, 

Holley Little, Randy Mitchell, Dio Vannucci, Jonathan Woolbright. 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

IV. Consent Agenda 

5:31, Randy Mitchell made motion to approve the consent agenda. 

Jonathan Woolbright seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

A. Reading of Previous Minutes 

 

B. Financial Reports 

 

C. Approval of Audit Contract 
 

D. Approve School Improvement Plans 
 

E. Approve School Resource Officer invoice for Qtr 1  
 

F. Approve agreement for Juvenile Probation Officer 2020-21 school year 
 

G. Contract disclosure/resolution renewals 
 

H. Boy and Girls Club Annual Payment  

 



I. Approve MOU with Arkansas State University Three Rivers 
 

J. Benton Parks Agreement for Tennis Team 

 

K. Approve BHS Swim Team Agreement 
 

V. Action Items 

 

A. Sale of 2.55 Acres of land along highway 35, Benton - Dr. Skelton 

Dr. Skelton presented the paperwork for the sale of 2.55 acres along highway 

35.  He explained that the previous offer fell through due to the land being 

deemed unbuildable; hence dropping the value of the property. 

5:32, Chris Ledbetter made motion to approve the sale. 

Jonathan Woolbright seconded the motion.   Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Approval of Athletic Insurance for 2020-21 - Scott Neathery 

Scott Neathery presented the option for Athletic Insurance for 2020-21 school 

year.  He informed the board that this is a different company from last year.  

The policy will be paid from operating account. 

5:25, Dio Vannucci made motion to approve as presented. 

Jarrod Hambric seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Approve purchase of playground equipment for Angie Grant - Kevin Chastain 

Kevin Chastain presented the quotes for playground equipment for Angie 

Grant Elementary.  He noted that the cost includes installation. 

5:36, Randy Mitchell made motion to approve purchase of playground 

equipment for Angie Grant Elementary. 

Holley Little seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

D. Activity Account Cleanup - Chris Hinson 

Chris Hinson presented the request for Activity Account Cleanup.  These are 

accounts that have been inactive for extended periods of time.  The funds will 

be relocated to campus general activity accounts.  By doing so, the funds will be 

less restricted and used for students. 

5:40, Dio Vannucci made motion to approve the transfer for activity account 

cleanup. 

Randy Mitchell seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 



E. Approve Woolbright Contract disclosure/resolution - Chris Hinson 

Jonathan Woolbright exited the meeting at 5:41. 

Chris Hinson presented the contract disclosure/resolution for Mr. Woolbright.  

His son will be used for various video/technology events in the district. 

5:42, Holley Little made motion to approve as presented. 

Jarrod Hambric seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Woolbright reentered the meeting at 5:43. 

 

F. BHS Textbook Purchase - Karen Hilborn 

5:44, Jarrod Hambric made motion to approve the textbook purchase as 

requested. 

Dio Vannucci seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

G. Resolution for the suspension of District Policy to Align with Emergency COVID-

19 Legislation and Statutory/Rule Waivers - Dr. Larry Smith 

Dr. Larry Smith presented the resolution.  He explained that this allows the 

district to adjust policies as deemed necessary to align with state 

requirements.  ASBA wrote the resolution to assist districts in the process. 

5:49, Randy Mitchell made motion to approve the resolution for the suspension 

of District Policy to Align with Emergency COVID-19 Legislation and Statutory 

Rule Waivers. 

Holley Little seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

VI. Executive Session (If Needed) 

The board went into executive session at 5:49, and reconvened at 6:25. 

 

VII. Personnel Recommendations - Dr. Larry Smith 

6:25, Jarrod Hambric made motion to approve the personnel recommendations. 

Chris Ledbetter seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

VIII. Department Reports 
 

A. Facilities Report - Kevin Chastain 
 

B. Transportation Report- Danny Revis 
 

C. Athletics Report - Scott Neathery 
 



D. Child Nutrition/Food Service Report - Stacy Adams 
 

E. Special Education - Angela McWhorter 

 

F. Technology/PR -  Isabella Bradley 
 

G. Elementary Education - Dr. Kim Anderson 

 

H. Secondary Education -  Dr. Eric Saunders   
 

I. Human Resources/Student Services - Dr. Larry Smith 
 

IX. Superintendent's Report 
 

A. July 30, 2020 New Teacher Orientation 
 

B. August 10, 2020 - Regular Board Meeting 

 

C. August 11, 2020 @ 8:00 a.m. - District Staff Meeting At River Center 
 

D. August 13, 2020 - First Day of School 
 

X. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:27. 

 

 

 

President 

 

 

Secretary 

 

 



Benton School District 

Meeting Minutes 
Printed : 9/23/2020 7:29 AM CST 

Benton Board of Education - Special Meeting 
08/24/2020 05:00 PM 

Benton Professional Development Center 
211 N. Border Street 

 

  
 

I. Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 by board vice president, Randy Mitchell. 

 

II. Establishment of Quorum 
Board members present:  Paul Childress, Jarrod Hambric, Chris Ledbetter, Holley 
Little, Randy Mitchell, Jonathan Woolbright. 
Board members absent:  Dio Vannucci 

 

III. Action Items 
 

A. Adopt Refunding Bond Resolution -Jack Truemper 
Jack Truemper, Stephen's Inc., presented the refinancing of a bond for the 
savings to the District of $329,345.   This did not extend the debt, just resold at 
a lower interest rate. 
He asked the board approve the resolution granting the refinance. 
5:13, Jonathan Woolbright made motion to approve the resolution as 
presented. 
Chris Ledbetter seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Risk Management Insurance Approval - Chris Hinson 
Dr. Skelton presented this annual payment.  He informed the board the cost did 
increase slightly. 
5:16, Holley Little made motion to approve action item B as presented. 
Jarrod Hambric seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Salt Creek Property Sale - Counter Offer 
Dr. Skelton explained the buyer of the property had an inspection done on the 
property and had changed their offer to a lower dollar amount.   
5:19, Chris Ledbetter made motion to reject the counter offer. 
Paul Childress seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 



D. Student Transfer Requests - Dr. Larry Smith 
Dr. Smith presented the student transfer requests stating these are requests 
that were not ready to present at the Regular Meeting.   
5:20, Jonathan Woolbright made motion to accept action item D as presented. 
Holley Little seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
  

 

IV. Personnel Recommendations 
5:22, Paul Childress made motion to approve personnel recommendations as 
presented. 
Chris Ledbetter seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

V. Information/Discussion Items  
 

VI. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:23. 

 

 

 

President 

 

 

Secretary 

 

 











































Benton School District 
Meeting Minutes 
Printed : 6/21/2021 10:19 AM CT 

Benton Board of Education   
05/10/2021 05:30 PM 

Professional Development Center 
211 North Border 

 
  
 

I. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Board President, Holley Little, at 5:30 p.m. 
 

II. Establishment of Quorum 
All Board members were present:  Paul Childress, Luke Fulcher, Jarrod Hambric, Chris 
Ledbetter, Holley Little, Randy Mitchell, Jonathan Woolbright. 
 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

IV. Panther Pride 
 
A. ROTC - Saunders/Barger 

 
B. Admin Award - Mike Skelton 

 
C. Counselor of the year - Curt Barger 

 
D. Nurse of the Year - Cheryl Watson 

 
E. Capturing Kids' Hearts Showcase Schools 

 
F. 2020 Educational Award Program Recipients - Mr. Barger 

 
G. Athletic Awards - Scott Neathery 

 
1. All State Athletes (Fall/Winter Sports) 

 
2. 6A & Overall State Weightlifting Championship 

 
3. Conference Champions Fall/Winter Sports 

 
a. Boys Cross Country 

 
b. Volleyball 

 
c. Boys/Girls Bowling 

 
d. Boys Swim 



 
V. Consent Agenda 

6:01, Paul Childres made motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Jarrod Hambric Seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A. Reading of Previous Minutes 

 
B. Financial Reports  

 
C. Approval of Gifts/Donations  

 
D. Aramark Annual Renewal  

 
E. Aramark Invoice 

 
F. Approve Renewal of Dr. Charles Stein, C Stein, LLC, Facilities Contract 

 
G. MOU for the 2021-2022 school year for Early Childhood Special Education 

services with Dawson Co-OP  
 

H. Approve MOU with Benton Police Department for SRO's 
 

VI. Action Items 
 
A. Approve Final Audit - Mr. Mike Cobb 

Mr. Cobb presented the Final Audit and informed the Board of no findings and 
no weak areas. 
 
6:11, Randy Mitchell made motion to approve the final audit as presented. 
Jonathan Woolbright second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Policy 5.17 Recommended Change - Curt Barger 
Mr. Barger presented the request for change to policy 5.17, to add AP Statistics 
for honor grad course. 
6:25, Randy Mitchell made motion to send back to policy to committee with the 
Junior High and the Middle School included in meetings.   
No second.  Mr. Mitchell retracted the motion. 
6:26, Randy Mitchell made motion to reject policy change as worded. 
Chris Ledbetter second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

C. Approve Contract Disclosure/Resolution for Ronda Wagner - Chris Hinson 
Chris Hinson presented the Contract Disclosure/Resolution on Ronda Wagner. 
6:32, Paul Childress made motion to approve. 
Randy Mitchell second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 



D. Matching Funds request for Caldwell Elementary - Chris Hinson 
Chris Hinson presented the request for matching funds for Caldwell 
Elementary.  Caldwell's Parent Organization will pay just over $6000 for risers 
for the music program and are asking the district for $5000. 
6:34, Jarrod Hambric motion to approve action item D. 
Jonathan Woolbright second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

E. Approve payment of Freshman Academy Sign - Kevin Chastain 
Kevin Chastain presented the information for purchase of the signage for the 
new Freshman Academy. 
6:36, Jonathan Woolbright motion to approve. 
Luke Fulcher second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

F. Approval to purchase Six Buses - Danny Revis 
Danny Revis presented the request to purchase six new buses using ESSR 
Funds.  He stated that by ordering now, the delivery time would likely be 6 or 7 
months. 
6:39, Chris Ledbetter motion to approve. 
Paul Childress second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

G. Approve MOU with Arch Ford for ALE Special Education Services - Dr. Skelton 
The MOU with Arch Ford for ALE Special Education Services was presented to 
the board after being tabled at previous meeting.   
6:42 Jarrod Hambric made motion to reject the MOU. 
Paul Childress second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

H. Architect Selection 
6:43, Jarrod Hambric made motion to table the Architect Selection once again 
to have more time to discuss.  He would like to have a workshop for the board 
to discuss.  Mr. Mitchell stated he would like to see the paperwork on the top 
two architects. 
Luke Fulcher second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
  
 

I. Approve new staff positions - Dr. Larry Smith 
Dr. Larry Smith presented the request and the need to add two new staff 
positions, bright futures/social worker and and Occupational Therapy 
Assistant. 
6:49, Randy Mitchell motion to approve adding the staff positions and refer to 
CPPC for salary discussions. 
Jarrod Hambric second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
1. Bright Futures/Social Worker 

 



2. Occupational Therapy Assistant 
 

VII. Executive Session (if needed) 
The board went into executive session at 6:50 and reconvened at 7:23 p.m. 
 

VIII. Personnel Recommendations 
7:24, Jarrod Hambric motion to approve personnel recommendations as presented. 
Randy Mitchell second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

IX. Departmental Update - Danny Revis, Transportation Director 
 

X. Department Reports 
 
A. Facilities Report - Kevin Chastain 

 
B. Personnel and Student Services - Dr. Larry Smith 

 
C. Transportation Report- Danny Revis 

 
D. Athletics Report - Scott Neathery 

 
E. Child Nutrition/Food Service Report - Stacey Adams 

 
F. Special Education - Angie McWhorter 

 
G. Technology/PR  -  Isabella Bradley 

 
H. Elementary Education - Dr. Kim Anderson 

 
I. Secondary Education - Dr. Eric Saunders 

 
XI. Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 
A. May 11, 2021- Senior Awards Night 6:00 p.m. 

 
B. May 27, 2021- Official Last Day of School 

 
C. June 14, 2021 - Regular Board Meeting 

 
D. May 13, 2021 - Graduation (War Memorial Stadium) 7:00 

 
XII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 
 

 



 
President 

 

 
Secretary 
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