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HOUSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, May 6, 2021  
 

I. Call to Order – Chair Stilin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  Members present:  Arlin 

Peterson, Tom Stilin, Mark Swenson, Gene Lundak, Josh Norlien, Mimi Carlson, Richard 

Erdmann and Krin Abraham. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Agenda Approval – A motion was made by Lundak to approve the Agenda.  Seconded by 

Swenson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

IV. Public Comment – Superintendent Abraham shared a request she received for more 

information regarding a contact person for the Hurricane Foundation.   

V. Consent Items – A motion was made by Swenson to approve the Consent Items. Seconded by 

Peterson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

A. Minutes 

1. Approval of April 15, 2021 – Regular Board Meeting 

2. Approval of April 15, 2021 – Special Board Meeting 

3. Approval of April 22, 2021 – Special Board Meeting 

B. Personnel 

1. Contract 

a. Mikayla Simmons – Activities/Communications 

2. Hiring Memos 

a. Tammy Bartz – Accompanist 

b. Jessica Dankers – Musical Wardrobe 

c. Lisa Evans – HHS Co-Jr Class Advisor 

d. Anna Frauenkron – HHS Co-Jr Class Advisor 

e. Cecilia Hamrick – HHS Musical Assistant 

3. Resignations 

a. Jill Diana – Social Worker 

b. Brianna Meyer – HHS English 

c. Conager Mrozek – HHS Math 

d. Jessica Olson – MNVA Sped Assistant 

e. Amy Sollie – MNVA Elementary 

VI. Discussion Items 

A. COVID-19 Update – Superintendent Abraham shared current COVID-19 numbers and 

noted recent increases in cases in surrounding zip codes.  She also shared announcements 

from Governor Walz regarding upcoming changes in mask and social distancing 

mandates across the state.  Other highlights included updated graduation plans, vaccine 

availability for 12 – 15-year-olds and ESSER II funding.  

Richard Erdmann arrived at 6:16 PM.  

B. Staffing and Planning for Next Year – Superintendent Abraham made a recommendation 

to replace the elementary social worker position with an individual that has expertise in 

behavioral strategies, social and emotional learning and family outreach. She noted the 

importance of this change in helping elementary students with gap closure due to the 

pandemic.  Other recommendations made were to create a half-time Instructional Coach 

position for the local schools, continue targeted services by keeping the Wednesday early 

out schedule for the 21-22 school year and have a full-day schedule on Wednesday, June 

2 and a half-day on Thursday, June 3. She noted that this schedule change will be 

beneficial for year-end testing, technology reclamation and following the teacher’s 

Master Agreement.  Discussion was held regarding the benefits of these proposed 

changes for students, impact on parents and their timing in light of the new  
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superintendent starting on July 1.  Board members were encouraged to review these 

requests for further discussion and approval at the May 20 meeting.   

C. Principal Updates – Superintendent Abraham shared updates from MNVA Principal 

Angela Specketer and Houston Elementary Principal Richard Bartz.  MNVA updates 

included enhanced training for the new D2L tools, finalization of graduation plans and 

status of year-end events.  Houston Elementary updates included the success of the 

Kindergarten Open House, use of tent space, MCA testing and summer school planning.  

Principal Michael Mangan was present to share highlights from recent Houston High 

School events including prom, the Spring Fling and athletic activities.    

VII. Old Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. Superintendent Contract – Chair Stilin reviewed the changes made in Article VI. Section 

2 regarding vacation time.  A motion was made by Lundak to approve the 

Superintendent Contract.  Seconded by Peterson.  Motion passed unanimously.    

VIII. New Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. Resolution Accepting Donations – Board member Lundak introduced the resolution 

accepting donations from the American Legion, Joseph Krage Estate, Blain’s Farm and 

Fleet and Inez Abraham.  Seconded by Swenson.  Board members expressed gratitude 

for the generous gifts from the individual donors.  A roll call vote was taken, and the 

resolution passed unanimously.   

B. Policies for First Reading and Comment – No changes were made to these policies and 

Board members were encouraged to review them for approval at the May 20 meeting.   

1. Policy 901 – Community Education 

2. Policy 905 – Advertising  

IX. Announcements  

A. Important Events – Superintendent Abraham noted that May 3 – 7 is Teacher 

Appreciation Week and on behalf of the Administration she thanked teachers for their 

dedicated service to the students of the district.  She also congratulated Houston High 

School band students for their success at the April 28 Solo and Ensemble contest.  

Congratulations were also given to the group of MNVA students that won the Minnesota 

State SkillsUSA Championship and was named the outstanding Minnesota Chapter.   

B. Meeting and Committee Updates – Board member Lundak shared details of a recent 

Hiawatha Valley Education District Meeting where an announcement was made that two 

new directors and an MNVA School Psychologist were hired.  Board member Peterson 

highlighted conversation at a recent Minnesota State High School League meeting where 

spring tournament schedules were approved, and funding issues discussed.    

C. Board/Superintendent Feedback/Thank You’s/Future Agenda Items – Superintendent 

Abraham shared a note from the HHS girls’ basketball team thanking the Board for the 

opportunity to participate in basketball this season in light of the pandemic.  A thank you 

was also shared from the Michael Stanke family for benevolence given after his recent 

death.   

X. Adjourn – A motion to adjourn was made by Peterson and seconded by Erdmann.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.  


