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HOUSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 

 

I. Call to Order – Chair Stilin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  Members present:  

Mimi Carlson, Tom Stilin, Gene Lundak, Mark Swenson, Josh Norlien and Krin 

Abraham. Absent:  Richard Erdmann and Arlin Peterson. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Agenda Approval – A motion was made by Lundak to approve the Agenda. Seconded by 

Swenson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

IV. Public Comment - None 

V. Consent Items – A motion was made by Swenson to approve the Consent Items.  

Seconded by Carlson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

A. Minutes 

1. Approval of March 4, 2021 

B. Payment of Bills 

VI. Discussion Items 

A. COVID-19 Update – Superintendent Abraham was pleased to announce a decrease 

in COVID-19 numbers this week for our zip code and the surrounding towns.  She 

also noted that only four students are in quarantine and there have been no recent 

COVID cases in our community.  Superintendent Abraham also explained that 

2021-2022 ESSER II and GEER II funding has been released to Minnesota, but 

allocation amounts for schools are not yet available.  She updated the Board 

regarding the May DC trip and noted that the graduation and prom guidelines have 

been distributed and will be discussed by the COVID committee before sharing 

with the Board.   

                         Board member Norlien arrived at 6:02 PM.   

B. Targeted Services/Summer School – Superintendent Abraham reviewed Principal 

Mangan’s March 4 High School update that explained the need for academic 

assistance for students missing assignments and targeted services for students 

failing courses.   She also informed the Board that postings will need to be done for 

both Special Education and general education teachers for the June 7 – 18 Summer 

school session.   Discussion was also held regarding the possibility of food services 

for summer and Superintendent Abraham noted that we do not meet the 50% 

qualification criteria to offer summer meals.  Approval of the Summer school 

teacher postings will be included at the April 1 Board meeting.   

C. 10-Year LTFM Plan – Superintendent Abraham reviewed timelines for the July 

submission for the Long-term Facility Maintenance plan and recommended that the 

air quality measures for the 1957 addition and high school kitchen be included as 

2022 projects.  She also shared the need to update the district camera system and 

its server to enhance our security systems.  Discussion was held regarding the need 

to start the bid process for these projects in a timely manner so contractors can be 

secured in time for construction.    

VII. Old Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. Rescheduled Drama Club Trip – A motion was made by Norlien to approve the 

rescheduled Drama Club trip.  Seconded by Lundak.  Discussion was held 

regarding the trip availability for this year’s graduates, liability for their 

participation and cost of the trip.  Motion passed unanimously.   

B. Policies for Second Reading – A motion was made by Swenson to approve policies 

711, 712 and 714. Seconded by Norlien.  Motion passed unanimously. 

1. Policy 711 – Video Recording on School Buses 
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2. Policy 712 – Video Surveillance Other Than on Buses 

3. Policy 714 – Fund Balances 

VIII. New Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. Resolution Accepting Donations – Houston High School Scoreboard – 

Superintendent Abraham reviewed the list of donors and thanked them for their 

generosity.  A motion was made by Lundak to adopt the resolution accepting 

donations from the American Legion, Donald Carlson Estate and Ross Himlie 

Photography.  Seconded by Swenson.  Discussion was held regarding the 

possibility of adding a side panel to the scoreboard and it was noted that they are 

very expensive and require a separate controller, which would add long term costs 

to the athletic program.  Resolution passed with a vote of 5:0.   

IX. Announcements  

A. Important Events – Superintendent Abraham reminded the Board of the March 25, 

2021 Special Board Meeting regarding the interview process for Superintendent 

candidates.  It was also noted that this meeting will be held via ZOOM.  

B. Meeting and Committee Updates – Board member Carlson shared highlights from 

the Finance committee meeting that was held earlier. Along with the LTFM 

projects discussed earlier, she noted that revenue amounts are still being 

determined pending more information from the State.   

C. Board/Superintendent Feedback/Thank You’s/Future Agenda Items – None noted. 

X. Adjourn – A motion to adjourn was made by Lundak and seconded by Carlson.  Motion 

passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:49 PM.   


