
Board of Education 

         Regular Meeting 

Open Session 

         July 17, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 100 was 

held Thursday, July 17, 2014 in the office of the Board of Education.   The regular meeting was 

called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Ed Test, President.  Other board members present were: Amanda 

Vaughn, Secretary; Sherry Droste, Ruth Eschbach, Stan Kary, and William Yamnitz.  Julie 

Pohlman, Vice President was absent.  Also in attendance were Lori Hopkins, Superintendent; 

Alan Churchman, District Administrator; Mary Schell, Director of Human Resources and 

Finance; Michelle Bidlack, Principal/Early Childhood Director; Dennis Williams, Maintenance 

Supervisor; Tom Bott, The Telegraph; Bob Crossen, Jersey County Journal; Ted Kuebrich, 

district employee; Judy Kuebrich, Jo Test, Cindy Kary, Sara Berghoff, Kennedy Berghoff, Mary 

Smith, Ed Darabcsek, Kim Darabcsek, Ed Amburg, Bobbie Amburg, Tracie Trexler, Karen 

Bechtold, Thora Buis, Anne Tyree and others. 

 

The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA   
A motion was made by Kary, seconded by Vaughn to amend the consent agenda to add the 

names of Kathy Shalley and Christy Schilling as Illini Student Council Co-sponsors; and remove 

the personnel item for the employment of East Elementary principal for discussion in closed 

session.  On roll call, Droste, yes; Eschbach, yes; Kary, yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes, Yamnitz, 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Eschbach, seconded by Kary to approve the following consent agenda as 

amended:   

 

I. Minutes & Finance 
    

  
A. Approve Board Minutes 

    
1. Open Session(s) 

      
a. Regular Meeting - June 19, 2014 

      
b. Special Meeting - None 

    
2. Closed Session(s) 

      
a. Regular Meeting - June 19, 2014 (held) 

      
b. Special Meeting - None 

        

  
B. Bookkeeper's Financial Position/Treasurer's Reports 

        

  
C. Budget Report - June 2014 

        

  
D. Approve Expenditures - July 2014 

        II. Personnel Items 
    

  
A. Accept Resignation(s)  

         1. Fredricka Hatfill, Educator, Illini Middle School, effective the end of the 2016-17 school year  

          for the purpose of retirement 

        2. Patricia Hutchinson, Paraprofessional, Grafton Elementary, effective the end of the  

          2014-15 school year for the purpose of retirement 



  

  
B. Approve Extra-Curricular Assignment(s)   

    
1. Courtney Schroeder, Assistant Girls' Track Coach 

    
2. Brad Kimble, JCHS Speech and Debate Coach 

    
3. Kathy Shalley and Christy Schilling, Illini Student Council Co-Sponsors 

        

  
C. Approve Leave of Absence - None    

        

  
D. Approve Non-Certified Personnel - None   

        

  
E. Approve Temporary Disability Leave - None 

            F. Employ Certificated Personnel - None   

        

  
G. Employ Educational Support Personnel - None 

 

On roll call, Eschbach, yes; Kary, yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

RECOGNITION OF GUESTS/WELCOME VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT 

The following guests spoke regarding the recent decision by the board to change the boundaries 

for Grafton Elementary School and the reduction in the number of sections: 

 

Mr. Ed Amburg spoke, asking the board what the problem was in Grafton.  He stated that the 

district was trying to put the good students with the bad.  He feels the district is creating a big 

problem.  He wants to try to get along.  He believes that the problem could be solved by getting 

in a car and driving the line and that volunteers could be found to come into the Jerseyville 

schools.  Mr. Amburg also stated that the amount of money saved in transportation was not much 

considering the amount of the deficit that the district is trying to reduce. 

 

Mrs. Thora Buis spoke to the board about the decision by her husband and herself to send their 

boys to Dow Elementary, and then Grafton Elementary even though they did not live within the 

boundaries for those schools.  They have provided their own transportation.  She stated that her 

oldest child was forced to leave Grafton for fourth grade.  She does not feel it will be in the best 

interest of her youngest child, a third grader, to transfer to another school.  Mrs. Buis said that 

her boys have asked why they keep being sent to a different school.  She asked that the decision 

be reversed.  

 

Mrs. Sarah Bergoff spoke about her child, who is hearing impaired, and who had been 

mainstreamed at Grafton.  She does not feel it is in the best interest of her child to transfer to a 

larger school.  She asked the board to rethink their decision. 

 

Mrs. Kim Darabcsek, mother of a third grade child, spoke about the class sizes. 

 

Mr. Test responded that the decision was based on a blend of cost savings and parity.  The board 

is also working under restrictions. 

 

Discussion was held. 

 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS  

None 



  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  

 

Enrollment and Suspension and Expulsion Reports 

None 

 

Principal’s Reports 

None 

 

Director’s Reports 

District Administrator – Mr. Churchman 

Mr. Churchman reported on the completion of the Illini Middle School gym floor; the work in 

progress on the addition of a new elementary driveway exit at West Elementary and the 

shingling over the gym; and an upcoming facility committee meeting with board members 

William Yamnitz and Stan Kary to do a walk-through of the facilities. 

 

Special Education Coordinator  

None 

 

Director of Finance and Human Resources  

None 

 

Director of Technology  

None 

 

Early Childhood Director 

None 

 

Director of Transportation 

None 

 

Superintendent Report 

Dr. Hopkins reported to the board on the following events and circumstances: 

 

 Dr. Hopkins congratulated the winners of the Jersey County Fair Pageant, Jersey CUSD 

No. 100 students Lauren Kight and Annalee Green.  She served as Master of Ceremonies 

for the pageant. 

 

 After building the budget based on the reported decreased contribution rate of 7% the 

district has learned of the decision by TRS to reverse the reduction leaving districts with 

a contribution rate of 33%. 

 

 Crisis training was held at the high school June 26th-27th with 25 district employees plus 

participants from surrounding districts. 

 

 Online registration will open July 21st and will run through August 6th with in-school 

registration to be held on August 5th-6th for new students and those unable to register 

online. 

 



  

 As requested by Grafton Mayor Thompson, a town hall meeting was held on July 15th in 

order to squelch rumors of Grafton Elementary closing.  Concerns about the changing 

boundaries were also discussed. Twelve parents with concerns were able to speak with 

Dr. Hopkins after the meeting. 

 

 Dr. Hopkins and Mr. Norman presented to a group of community members through a 

program sponsored by the Wellness Center for the purpose of educating our elderly about 

what is happening in our community.  A tour of the technology center was given and 

information presented on the technology one to one movement. 

 

 A Leadership in Action meeting was held on July 16th at the district office with business 

leaders present.  The purpose of the meeting was to raise awareness about the duties, 

responsibilities and purposes of organizations in the community.  Dr. Dale Chapman, 

LCCC; Dr. Lori Hopkins, Superintendent; and Mr. Ed Test, Board President presented.  

 

 Pictures of the Illini gym floor after completion were shown to the board.  The project 

was made possible through fundraising. 

 

 Mr. Norman, the technology department staff, and district digital coaches are facilitating 

training to volunteer staff during the summer. 

 

 Dr. Hopkins was invited to participate in the July 4th ceremony at Chautauqua, Illinois by 

Mr. Tom Tomlinson.  It was a great event and proved that patriotism is alive and well. 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS 
1. Intergovernmental Agreement – Southwestern CUSD No. 9 

After discussion motion was made by Kary, seconded by Vaughn to approve the 

Intergovernmental Agreement with Southwestern CUSD No. 9 serving as a transportation 

agreement for special education students traveling to Region III schools as presented.   

On roll call, Kary, yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes; Eschbach, yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

2. Baseball Infield Bid 

Mr. Churchman reported that  a bid opening was conducted on June 13, 2014 with one 

vendor present.  The bid came in at approximately $10,000 over what had been collected 

through fundraising.  The vendor agreed to do the work at a reduced price.  Mr. 

Churchman recommended accepting the bid from Houska, Inc. at a price of $51,655.00 

 

A motion was made by Kary, seconded by Droste to approve the bid from Houska, Inc. 

as presented.  On roll call, Test, yes; Vaughn, yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes; Eschbach, 

yes; Kary, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Illini Notification System Bid 

Mr. Churchman reported that a bid opening was conducted July 10, 2014 at the district 

office with three vendors submitting bids and two vendors present.  Mr. Churchman 

recommended the low bid of $30,800 from Trico Electrical Contractors for installation of 

wiring.   



  

A motion was made by Kary, seconded by Droste to approve the low bid of $30,800 for 

installation of wiring from Trico Electric as presented.  On roll call, Vaughn, yes; 

Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes; Eschbach, yes, Kary, yes; Test, yes. 

 

4. Illini Concrete Project  

Mr. Churchman reported that the sidewalk in front of Illini Middle School is breaking up 

and becoming hazardous.  He recommends doing the project in stages.  Three quotes 

were received for the labor to do the front entrance project with Kallal Concrete 

submitting the low quote of $5,950.  Concrete will be purchased by the district.   

 

A motion was made by Eschbach, seconded by Pohlman to approve the front entrance 

concrete project as presented.  On roll call, Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes; Eschbach, yes; 

Kary, yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

5. West Elementary Notification System Quote Approval 

Mr. Churchman reported that three quotes were received for the installation of wiring for 

the new notification system at West Elementary with Trico Electrical Contractors 

submitting the low quote of $9,545.  

 

A motion was made by Kary, seconded by Eschbach to approve the quote from Trico 

Electrical Contractors for the installation of wiring as presented.  On roll call, Eschbach, 

yes; Kary, yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes.  Motion carried.   

 

6. Underground Tank Financial Assurance Resolution 

After discussion a motion was made by Vaughn, seconded by Eschbach to approve the 

following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION designating $20,000 of Operations & Maintenance fund balance of Community 

Unit School District Number 100, Jersey and Greene Counties, Illinois for financial assurance 

for underground storage tanks. 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education (the “Board”) of Community Unit School District Number 

100, Jersey and Greene Counties, Illinois (the “District”), has a Operations & Maintenance fund 

balance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board is required by the State Fire Marshal Office to designate $20,000 as 

financial assurance for underground storage tanks owned by the District; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT and It is Hereby Resolved by the Board of Education of 

Community Unit School District Number 100, Jersey and Greene Counties, Illinois, $20,000 of 

the Operations & Maintenance fund balance will be designated as financial assurance for the 

underground storage tanks owned by the District. 

 

Adopted July 17, 2014 

       ________________________ 

       President, Board of Education 

 

       _________________________ 

       Secretary, Board of Education 



  

On roll call, Eschbach, yes; Kary, yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes.  

Motion carried.

 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

1.   School Partnership – WellSpring Resources 

Mrs. Anne Tyree, Chief Development Officer for WellSpring Resources, a not for profit agency,  

spoke to the board about a partnership with Jersey CUSD No. 100 in which a part time master level 

clinician would work with the district social workers to manage top tier behavioral health issues at 

no cost to the district. 

 

2. ISDA Property/Casualty Insurance Renewal and WCSIT Renewal 

Mrs. Schell informed the board that the district is looking into other options for worker’s 

compensation insurance.  The current agreement runs through 2015. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS  
None   

 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S PREROGATIVE 

Mr. Test asked that Mrs. Pohlman be rememberd at this time.  Her grandfather is ill. 

 

Mr. Test spoke in reference to the concerns about changes made at Grafton in regard to working together to 

solve problems; Grafton being the city with the most growth in our county; and that the district must live 

within its budget.  

 

CLOSED SESSION  

A motion was made by Kary, seconded by Droste to move to closed session for the purpose of the 

appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of 

the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged 

against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its 

validity; and student disciplinary cases (5 ILCS 120). An aye or nay vote was taken with all in favor, none 

opposed. 

  

Board members Test, Vaughn, Droste, Eschbach, Kary, and Yamnitz along with Dr. Hopkins, Mr. 

Churchman, Mrs. Schell and Mrs. Trochuck moved to closed session at 7:54 PM. 

 

The board returned from closed session at 8:36 PM. 

 

A motion was made by Kary, seconded by Droste to resume open session.  An aye or nay vote was taken 

with all in favor, none opposed. 

 

ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 

A motion was made by Eschbach, seconded by Droste to approve special education extended year teachers 

Mr. Chip Fabry and Mrs. Rachel Evans as replacements for Mrs. Marsha Erwin.  On roll call, Kary, yes; 

yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes; Eschbach, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Eschbach, seconded by Droste to approve the employment of Mrs. Kristie Hurley 

as principal at East Elementary School effective the 2014-15 school year.  On roll call, Test, yes; Vaughn, 

yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes; Eschbach, yes; Kary, yes.  Motion carried. 



  

 

 

A motion was made by Eschbach, seconded by Vaughn to remove Mrs. Cheryl Rawe as special education 

extended year summer school paraprofessional.  On roll call, Vaughn, yes; Yamnitz, yes; Droste, yes; 

Eschbach, yes; Kary, yes; Test, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Vaughn, seconded by Kary.  An aye or nay vote was taken with all in 

favor, none opposed. Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of July 17, 2014 adjourned at 8:39 PM. 

 

 

 

 


