
        Board of Education 

         Regular Meeting 

         December 20, 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 100 was held 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 in the office of the Board of Education.  The tax levy hearing preceded the 

meeting at 6:15 P.M.  The regular meeting was called to order at 7:28 P.M. by Ed Test, President.  Other 

members present were Julie Pohlman, Vice President; Cindy Cannon, Secretary; and Sherry Droste.  Board 

members Bob Gross, Don Mellenthin and Amanda Vaughn were absent.  Also in attendance were Ed 

Settles, Superintendent; Ken Schell, District Administrator; Alan Churchman, Curriculum Director; 

Tammy Steckel, Director of Business Affairs; Keith Norman, Director of Technology; Lisa Schuenke, 

Principal; Lori Hopkins, Principal; Freddy Hatfill, Scott Tonsor, Kim Speidel, Sara Eichoff, Matt East, 

Wayne Schell, Gary Goode and Debbie Trochuck, District Employees; Jo Test; Roger and Brenda Chappel; 

Marilyn Parsell; Howard Landon; Gary Schafer; Richard Killion; Larry Sievers; Gene Abbott; John Hefner; 

William Schafer; Gary Schafer; Ryan Frye; David Crone; Chris Crone; Hollis Ward; Richard Lott; Scott 

Woelfel; Nicholas Woelfel; John Houseman; Stephanie Houseman; Carol Brown; Candice Cangelosi; Bob 

Crossen, The Jersey County Journal; Tom Bott, The Telegraph and others. 

 

 

TAX LEVY 

The tax levy hearing was held beginning at 6:15 P.M.  Tammy Steckel reviewed the tax levy process, 2011 

rates and extensions, and the proposed 2012 levy.  A comparison was given of surrounding tax rates for 

2011 taxes payable in 2012.  Of the 14 districts in ROE # 40 Jersey is 9
th

 with 5 districts having lower tax 

rates.  All off the five Mississippi Valley Conference districts comparable to Jersey have higher tax rates.  

From the total of 19 districts Jersey is 14
th

 with 5 districts having lower tax rates.  Questions and answers 

followed.   

 

Gary Schafer stated that there is animosity in the county toward the district. He feels if the property tax 

extension limitation law passes it will affect everyone, including the townships, and the commissioners 

may not clear snow or ice covered roads for the school buses to pass through or not allow the buses to pass 

over the roads due to weight. 

 

John Hefner stated that he realizes that the tax levy is a complicated process but felt an increase in this 

economy is unconscionable and asked the board to readdress the issue. 

 

Board members Cindy Cannon and Ed Test explained that there are many state mandates that the district 

must follow while at the same time they are decreasing funding to the district. 

 

Dave Crone did not feel that a comparison to other districts mattered. 

 

Chris Crone stated there were two buses that passed his house each day nearly empty.  Gary Goode stated 

that he would like to have a committee of bus drivers formed to help find ways to decrease costs.  

Transportation Director Ken Schell explained that the district has been working on routes since the 

beginning of the year due to the closing of two buildings and earlier concerns of bus overcrowding.  He 

pointed out that possibly the buses Mr. Crone sees passing are starting or ending a route. 

 

John Houseman questioned the need for an activity bus just for athletics.  Mr. Schell explained that with 

sports teams of less than 15 taking the smaller bus it allows the coach to drive rather than hire a driver.  Mr. 

Settles stated that the Speech Team used the bus and other district groups such as the FFA and others would 

benefit from the use of the smaller bus.  Board member Sherry Droste added that several years ago the 



district purchased a computer program that increases efficiency in mapping routes.  She also pointed out 

that the smaller bus can be used for small groups other than athletics, such as FFA, environmental science 

field testing students, and the speech team.  Mrs. Droste also made the group aware that the district is not 

mandated to provide transportation. 

 

Mr. Crone asked about leasing all our busses.  Mr. Settles explained that he has had previous experience 

with leasing in another district and it did not prove to be cost effective or beneficial.   

 

Board president Ed Test noted that rumor has it that the state will be cutting transportation funding even 

more. 

 

The tax levy hearing ended at 7:20 p.m. 

 

The regular board meeting opened at 7:28 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Mr. Test thanked the Jersey County Education Association for the Christmas baskets and passed a 

Christmas card from Mrs. John Copley.   

 

Mr. Test introduced the new Superintendent, Lori Franke-Hopkins, who will take her new position July 1. 

 

A motion was made by Pohlman, seconded by Cannon to amend the consent agenda by adding the 

employment of Dena Sauerwein as a 6 hour cook at the high school under Personnel Item D.  On roll call, 

Cannon, yes; Droste yes; Pohlman, yes; Test, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA   
A motion was made by Droste, second by Cannon to approve the consent agenda as amended. 

 

I. Minutes and Finance 
 

A. Approve Board Minutes 
1. Open Session(s) 

 Regular Meeting – November 15, 2012 

 Special Meeting  – November 19, 2012 

 Special Meeting  – November 28, 2012 
 

2. Closed Session(s)  

 Regular Meeting – November 15, 2012 (held) 

 Special Meeting  – November 19, 2012 (held) 

 Special Meeting  – November 28, 2012 (held) 
 

B. Bookkeeper’s Financial Position/Treasurer’s Reports 
 

C. Budget Report – November 2012 
 

D. Approve Expenditures – December 2012 
 

II. Personnel Items 
 

A. Accept Resignation(s) 
1. Cliff Kaminsky, Dean of Students, JCHS, effective the end of the 2012-13 year  



for the purpose of retirement 
2. David Allsup, Teacher, JCHS, effective November 30, 2012 for the purpose of retirement 
3. Susan Allen, Paraprofessional, JCHS, effective the end of the 2012-13 year for the purpose of 

retirement 
4. Alberta Clothier, Cook, Illini, effective the end of the 2012-13 year for the purpose of 

retirement 
5. Dennis Krueger, Custodian, West Elementary, effective June 28, 2013 for the purpose of 

retirement 
 

B. Approve Extra-Curricular Assignment(s)  
1. Volunteer Basketball Coaches 

 Errol Brown   

 Ryan Brunaugh   

 Zach Ficker 

 Nick Gettings 
 

C. Approve Leave of Absence - None 
 

D. Approve Non-Certified Personnel  
1. Employ Alisha Gibson as temporary bus rider 
2. Dena Sauerwein as a 6 hour cook at JCHS 

 
E. Approve Temporary Disability Leave – None 

 
F. Employ Certificated Personnel  

1. Approve the employment of Hannah Bush as high school Spanish teacher 
 

G. Employ Educational Support Personnel - None 
 

On roll call, Droste yes; Pohlman, yes; Test, yes; Cannon, yes. Motion carried.  

   

RECOGNITION OF GUESTS/WELCOME VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Richard Lott of the Salvation Army presented Lisa Schuenke, JCHS Principal, the Bell Ringing 

Award on behalf of student Eric Welch who remained at his station ringing the bell on an evening 

that Mr. Lott was late arriving to pick up the donations.  Mr. Lott commended all students and 

faculty in the district who participated and reported on the number of hours donated, projected 

amounts raised, and the amount of canned goods collected. 

 

 Fredricka Hatfill stated that school funding in Illinois is not fair.  She feels that the board and staff 

do a good job cutting expenses, but the state is not doing their part.  She invited anyone interested to 

attend a rally planned on January 3
rd

 and 4
th

 in the rotunda in Springfield and gave additional 

information about the event.   

  

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS  

No report.  Discussion was held regarding meeting in January. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  

 

Enrollment and Suspension and Expulsion Reports 



Reports provided for informational purposes. 

Director’s Reports 

District Administrator 

Ken Schell reported on the roof repair over the tech hub area at Illini and the purchase of two used buses 

for the price of a new bus. 

 

Director of Business Affairs 

Mrs. Steckel reported on the payments received by the State of Illinois. The state now owes the district 

$1,382,183.89.  Of that amount $780,600 is due the Educational Fund and $601,584 is due the 

Transportation Fund. General State Aid payments are on time.  

 

Superintendent Report 

Mr. Settles reported that on January 24, 2013 the district will be visited by representative of the Canton 

School District and a district in Indiana who are interested in learning about the digital conversion process.  

The district will eventually be providing summer in-services for other districts. 

 

He also reported on an open house he and Mr. Schell attended at the Journey School.  The students held a 

fundraiser to benefit the humane society.  In talking with the students he and Mr. Schell observed that they 

are using the skills that they are learning there.   

 

Mr. Settles wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 

Due to questions raised Mr. Test noted to the group that if people move from our district the EAV goes 

down and taxes will go up.  Mrs. Steckel expanded on her presentation, answering questions about the fire 

prevention levy, IMRF and Social Security. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 
1. Tax Levy 

A motion was made by Pohlman, seconded by Cannon to adopt the following resolution levying 

taxes for Community Unit District No. 100, Jersey and Greene Counties, Illinois for the year 2012 

authorizing the filing of a Certificate of Tax Levy.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 100, 

Jersey/Greene Counties, Illinois (the “District”): 

 

Section 1: That there be and there is hereby levied upon all the taxable property in the district 

the following direct annual taxes for the year 2012:  the sum of $5,940,400 as special tax for 

educational purposes; the sum of $1,614,200 as a special tax for operations and maintenance 

purposes; the sum of $645,700 as a special tax for transportation purposes; the sum of $161,400 for 

special tax for working cash purposes; the sum of $616,700 as a special tax for Illinois Municipal 

Retirement purposes, the sum of $526,800 as a special tax for Social Security purposes; the sum of 

$161,400 as a special tax for fire and prevention and life safety purposes; the sum of $1,000,000 as 

a special tax for tort immunity purposes; the sum of $129,150 as a special tax for special education 

purposes; and the sum of $161,400 for leasing purposes. 

 

Section 2: That the President and Secretary of this Board of Education be and they are hereby 

authorized and directed to file, or cause to be filed with the County Clerks of Jersey and Greene 

Counties, Illinois, a certificate of Tax Levy substantially in the form attached and made part hereof 

on or before the last Tuesday in December of this year.  It shall be the duty of said County Clerks to 

ascertain the rate necessary to produce the taxes herein levied and extend the same for collection on 



the tax books against all of the taxable property within the District in order to raise the respective 

amounts aforesaid for the year 2012, and a certified copy of this resolution and said Certificate of 

Tax Levy shall be filed with the School Treasurer who receives the taxes of the District. 

 

Section 3: That all resolutions, order or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 

 

Section 4: This resolution shall be in full force immediately upon its passage. 

 

On roll call, Pohlman, yes; Test, yes; Cannon, yes; Droste, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

ADOPTED this 20
th

 day of December, 2012. 

 

              

       President, Board of Education 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Secretary, Board of Education 

 

 

2. Closed Session Minutes 

After discussion a motion was made by Cannon, second by Droste, to keep closed the June 2012 

through November 2012 closed session minutes.  On roll call, Test, yes; Cannon, yes; Droste, yes; 

Pohlman yes. Motion carried. 

 

3. School Calendar 

After discussion a motion was made by Cannon, second by Droste to approve the 2013-14 school 

calendar as presented.  On roll call, Cannon, yes; Droste, yes; Pohlman, yes; Test, yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

4. Graduation Date 

After discussion a motion was made by Pohlman, second by Droste to approve the high school 

graduation date of May 19, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. as presented.  On roll call, Droste, yes; Pohlman, yes; 

Test, yes; Cannon, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

1. County Sales Tax 

Discussion was held regarding raising funds through a county sales tax.  A presentation was given 

by Tom Crabtree and Sean McCarthy of Stifel, Nicolaus & Co., Inc. The funds collected can only 

be used for school facility purposes such as new facilities, additions and renovations, land 

acquisition, ongoing maintenance, parking lots, durable equipment, fire prevention and safety, 

disabled access and security, energy efficiency, demolition, and roof repairs.  Some items would not 

be affected by the tax, such as cars, trucks, ATV’s, boats and RV’s, mobile homes, unprepared 

food, drugs, farm equipment and parts, farm inputs. Property owners could benefit by a reduction or 

avoidance of levying property taxes by using sales tax funds to pay for facility projects.   

 

2. Dow Facility Rental 

Discussion was held regarding possible terms of an agreement with Dow Baptist Church and 



possible events for which they would use the facility.  

 

 

3. Superintendent Transition 

Mr. Settles reported that Mrs. Hopkins has taken time and will continue to do so in order to meet 

and make the transition a smooth one.   

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS  
None 

 

Attendee Ryan Frye thanked the board for clarification on the tax issues and commended them for their 

choice for the new Superintendent.  He is a former student of Mrs. Hopkins and felt that she cares for 

students. 

 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S PREROGATIVE 

Mr. Test thanked everyone for coming. 

 

CLOSED SESSION  

A motion was made by Cannon, second by Pohlman to move to closed session for the purpose of personnel 

and student discipline.  Motion carried.  Board members Cannon, Droste, Pohlman, and Test, along with 

Mr. Settles, Mr. Schell, and Mrs. Trochuck moved to closed session at 8:26 P.M.    

 

The Board returned from closed session at 9:24 P.M.  A motion was made by Pohlman, seconded by 

Cannon to reconvene the open session.  Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Droste, second by Cannon to approve the hiring of Kim Wackerly as Principal of 

East Elementary School effective the 2013-14 school year.  On roll call, Pohlman, yes; Test, yes, Cannon, 

yes; Droste, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Cannon, second by Pohlman.  Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of December 20, 2012 adjourned at 9:25 P.M. 

 


