
Board of Education 

Special Meeting 

November 1, 2011 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 100 was 

held Tuesday, November 1, 2011 in the office of the Board of Education.  The meeting was 

called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Ed Test, President.  Other members present were Cindy Cannon, 

Secretary; Bob Gross, Don Mellenthin, Julie Pohlman, Vice-President; and Amanda Vaughn.  

Also in attendance were Ed Settles, Superintendent; Ken Schell, District Administrator; Jo Test, 

Ms. Mellenthin and 3 community members. 

 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

None 

 

BOARD MEETING PROCEEDURE 
Ed Test would like to stay with the Consent Agenda with the option of pulling out items to 

discuss separately.  However, he would like to be made aware of what items a member intends to 

pull out in advance.  He encouraged the board members to call in and get questions answered in 

advance.  Mr. Test asked Don Mellenthin to call him directly due to the fact that Mr. Mellinthin 

does not want to speak with Mr. Settles.   Amanda Vaughn asked how they could get questions 

answered in advance if they did not receive the list of bills in advance.  Mr. Test commented that 

there should be enough time prior to the meeting to review.  Discussion followed regarding Ms. 

Vaughn’s question at the previous meeting regarding the number of books purchased for the 

price paid.  Mr. Test explained that the purchase had previously been approved and also gave 

information about why the books would be purchased.  Cindy Cannon said that she often calls in 

ahead and talks to the person who can best answer her question or asks prior to the start of the 

meeting.  In response to Don Mellenthin’s concern about receiving the board packet by mail 

usually on Monday, Julie Pohlman informed him that he could have someone else pick up his 

board packet since they are sealed. 

 

ESTABLISH BOARD CANDIDATE CRITERIA 
Ed Test has a list of 8 items that he felt were important and that he had mentioned at the previous 

meeting.  He stated they were a template and additions were accepted and editing possible.  Julie 

Pohlman asked to add criteria involving the familiarity and use of technology.  A list of 

suggested criteria was handed out with the following: 

 

1. Board Experience 

2. Leadership 

3. Must have a vested interest in our school district and care about children 

4. Must have lived in our school district for some years and learned the “pot holes” 

5. Must be a person who will continue to work with our district after his/her board term 

6. Must have time for committee meetings (average 2+ per month) 

7. Must be willing to work with our Superintendent and staff 



8. Must be willing to work to ensure good governance by taking advantage of board 

member development opportunities, such as sponsored by state and national school board 

associations 

9. Technology background 

 

Julie Pohlman asked what having a vested interest meant.  Ed Test responded that it would be 

having children in the district.  Julie and Cindy Cannon both commented that it would be 

important also.  Don Mellenthin questioned the use of these 9 points vs. the state statutes.  

Explanation was given by Mr. Test, Mrs. Cannon, and Mrs. Pohlman that it was for the purpose 

of the board’s discussion and that the previous board used the same type of criteria list in hiring 

the Superintendent. It gives a baseline to follow.  Don Mellenthin felt it was important to have 

someone who had the time to research issues, was familiar with curriculum and boundaries, 

experience with unions and would be balanced regarding school improvement and taxpayer 

interest.  Mrs. Pohlman commented that it should be noted all of the board members are 

taxpayers.  Mrs. Cannon also noted that you look at things differently when you have children 

attending the district. 

 

Mr. Settles passed out a list of questions from the Illinois Youth Survey for informational 

purposes. 

 

Cindy Cannon gave a report on what she had found in looking for an alternate service to the 

IASB in Illinois.  The agency that came closest is the State School News Service – Jim 

Broadway.  You can subscribe to his newsletter for approximately $20.00 per year, however, this 

is informational.  Mr. Settles commented that Mr. Broadway follows legislative activity and 

reports on it but does not provide policy.   

 

CLOSED SESSION 
At 7:21 P.M. a motion was made by Don Mellenthin, seconded by Cindy Cannon to move to 

closed session for the purpose of discussion of board member candidates and personnel.  Motion 

carried.  The board along with Mr. Settles moved to closed session at 7:23 P.M.  Mr. Schell 

entered closed session shortly after the session began.   

 

The board returned from closed session at 9:18 P.M.  A motion was made by Julie Pohlman, 

seconded by Don Mellenthin to reconvene open session.  Motion carried. 

 

ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 

No action taken. 

 

 

A motion was made by Don Mellenthin, seconded by Bob Gross to adjourn.  On roll call, 

Cannon, yes; Gross, yes; Mellenthin, yes; Pohlman, yes; Test, yes; Vaughn, yes.  Motion carried.  

The special meeting of November 1, 2011 adjourned at 9:19 P.M. 


