
        Board of Education 

        Special Meeting 

        March 14, 2011 

        6:00 P.M. 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 

100 was held Thursday, March 14, 2011 in the office of the Board of Education.  The 

meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Greg Brown, President.  Other members 

present were Jessica Andre, Cindy Cannon, Angie Cory, Pete Hatfill, Julie Pohlman, and 

Ed Test.  Also in attendance were Ed Settles, Superintendent; Ken Schell, Alan 

Churchman, Tammy Steckel, District Administrators; Maggie Borman, The Telegraph; 

Robert Lyons, The Jersey County Journal; Jo Test, Mark Vanausdoll, Dennis Williams, 

Marty Vanausdoll, Dave Loellke, Don Millenthin, Abigail Millenthin, Don Mellenthin, 

Robert Lyons, Bob Gross, Bill Yamnitz, Jeff Lorton, and Cathy Barlow. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Public Comments 

Jeff Lorton asked if the Board could hold off on voting for the consolidation of schools 

until after the new board is seated in April.  Who will benefit by an early decision? 

 

Angie Cory commented that it is an honor to be on the school board, the students in our 

district matter to her and she is taking offense to the comments being made. 

 

Ed Test feels the comments being stated by candidates are not truthful and no one is 

benefiting by the lies, especially the children. 

 

Superintendent Settles spoke to both parties, the board and the public, to please keep 

brevity and an appropriate decorum.  He asked that all involved to please conclude their 

comments and get back to the agenda.  Order was achieved.   

 

Don Mellenthin stated it makes no sense to close the successful schools just to have 

parity and it makes no sense to spend 6 million dollars at a time like this. 

 

Garry Goode would still like to see a budget cut, and stated after walking the town, 

people are saying they will never vote again.    

 

Pete Hatfill stated his involvement in Springfield at the state level.  He said we are behind 

already trying to save and help education.  The direction of the State is to consolidate 

schools.  He feels the people will not pass a bond referendum and the reality in 

consolidation is on the horizon.  

 

Abigail Mellenthin agrees with Mr. Hatfill to save money by consolidating.  After 

knocking on 420 doors, approximately 95% of the people opposed to the renovation of 

East Elementary. 

 



Bill Yamnitz asked if everyone could take a 10% cut in pay and asked what about the 

possibility of bussing students to the smaller schools since they have the better test 

scores.  He feels renovating East is just a band aide to the bigger problem.   

 

Greg Brown explained the outlying schools have better test scores resulting from smaller 

class sizes and most of the students with special needs are bussed to town schools to 

receive special services.  Mr. Brown feels we have to do what is best to move this district 

forward and provide a good level of education. 

 

Julie Pohlman feels this is not a rush deal.  The decision to close schools has been coming 

since she was seated as a board member 2 years ago.  Mrs. Pohlman feels the board has 

been very transparent and held the open meetings to listen to comments and discussion 

for hours. 

 

Bob Gross is wondering why we need the high school building.  If there is room for the 

8
th
 graders to be moved to JCHS, why do we have the building?  

 

District Realignment 

Mr. Settles reported after receiving notification from the Attorney General’s Office, the 

Board will reaffirm their vote for the district realignment. He thanked the Board and the 

public for the openness and concerns shared regarding the district realignment.  Mr. 

Settles thanked the board for what they have endured. 

 

Mr. Settles announced public comments will be taken again at the March 17
th
 board 

meeting before reaffirming the district realignment vote.  He asked if there are like topics 

to please have a spokesperson represent your group.  Mr. Settles reminded the public the 

board and administration has spent numerous hours to listen and be open to the public.  

Mr. Settles feels he has not taken this decision lightly but feels this cannot be put on hold.  

Mr. Settles invited and welcomes anyone wanting to come to his office and discuss the 

issue.   

 

A motion was made by Cory, seconded by Test to move to closed session to hold 

interviews for the Performance Contract Company to complete the renovation of East 

Elementary.  On roll call, Andre, yes; Brown, yes; Cannon, yes; Cory, yes; Hatfill, yes; 

Pohlman, yes; Test, yes.  Motion carried.  The Board, along with Mr. Settles, Mr. Schell, 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Mark Vanausdoll, Mr. Marty Vanausdoll, and Mr. Loellke adjourned 

to closed session at 6:35 P.M. 

 

Honeywell presented to those represented by District 100 and concluded their 

presentation approximately 7:55 P.M.   

 

After a small set up time and restroom break CTS representatives gave their presentation.  

It lasted to approximately 9:00 p.m.  After the gathering of their items and equipment the 

Board continued their discussion about cost, companies and mechanical systems. 

 



The Board returned at 10:17 P.M.  A motion was made by Test, seconded by Hatfill to 

reconvene the open session.  On roll call, Brown, yes; Cannon, yes; Cory, yes; Hatfill, 

yes; Pohlman, yes; Test, yes; Andre, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

No action was taken resulting from closed session. 

 

A motion was made by Test, seconded by Hatfill to adjourn.  Motion carried.  The special 

meeting of March 14, 2011 adjourned at 10:18 P.M.   
 


