
  
  
  
  

July   5,   2021   
  
  
  

Dr.   Carmen   Ayala,     
  

We   would   like   to   thank   you   for   your   leadership   during   the   course   of   the   COVID-19   pandemic.   Now   that   
Illinois   is   in   Phase   5,   we   ask   for   your   advocacy   to   allow   educators   to   be   the   primary   decision   makers   for   
how   schools   will   run   for   the   2021/22   school   year.   The   sense   of   “normal”   Phase   5   has   brought   to   
everyone   has   allowed   people   to   take   a   deep   breath   and   have   one   less   stressor   as   they   attempt   to   resume   
all   parts   of   their   lives.   However,   if   schools   continue   to   be   held   to   different,   more   restrictive   standards   
than   the   community   at   large   (and   sports   held   to   even   different   standards),   the   stress   level   will   rise   again.   
The   inconsistencies   between   sports,   schools,   and   the   community   are   frustrating   for   people   and   quite   
frankly   difficult   for   educators   to   explain   or   defend.   Science   appears   to   no   longer   be   the   sole   guiding   
light   for   guidance   and   mitigation   factors.   
  

Schools   should   be   the   first   to   open   and   last   to   close.   This   has   been   what   IDPH,   ISBE,   and   the   CDC   have   
promoted   and   we   support   that   wholeheartedly.   To   make   this   a   sustainable   reality,   we   are   asking   that   the   
focus   shift   from   solely   prioritizing   COVID   mitigations   to   also   understanding   the   need   to   prioritize   
student   health   comprehensively   (inclusive   of   their   mental   and   social-emotional   well-being),   safety,   and   
learning   at   the   same   level.   We   are   now   in   a   different   phase   of   the   pandemic   and   we   are   no   longer   
seeking   to   bend   the   curve.   We   are   learning   to   live   with   the   existence   of   COVID   and   put   measures   into   
place   to   monitor   the   spread   and   keep   numbers   as   low   as   possible.   Vaccines   are   readily   available   and   
many   districts   have   worked   to   improve   the   ventilation   in   their   schools   thanks   to   the   ESSER   funds.     
  

As   educators,   we   know   how   to   address   teaching   and   learning   and   have   developed   great   partnerships   to   
deal   with   mental   health   and   social-emotional   concerns.   Over   the   past   year,   we   have   also   become   
extremely   knowledgeable   about   COVID   and   mitigation   measures.   The   metrics   have   dropped   and   stayed   
at   levels   lower   than   we   have   ever   seen   throughout   the   pandemic.   In   fact,   the   state   now   only   updates   
metrics   Monday   through   Friday   as   yet   another   step   toward   normalcy.   We   would   like   to   request   that   
schools   also   be   allowed   to   shift   to   normal   functioning.   This   would   mean   being   able   to   operate   at   normal   
capacities   and   under   normal   operating   conditions   reporting   COVID   cases   and   implementing   additional   
protocols   when   they   occur   in   the   schools   similar   to   other   communicable   or   chronic   infectious   diseases.     
  

We   propose   that   schools   be   allowed   to   open   for   full   in-person   instruction   for   the   2021/22   school   year   
with:     

● A   focus   on   cleaning/disinfecting   protocol,   handwashing,   and   isolation   of   COVID   positive   staff   
and   students.   We   have   asked   for   and   have   not   been   provided   with   any   data   that   shows   isolating   
students/staff   identified   as   a   “close   contact”   was   effective   or   resulted   in   the   quarantined   person   
contracting   COVID.   As   a   result,   we   do   not   believe   quarantining   students   for   being   a   close   
contact   has   done   anything   but   exclude   them   from   school.     

● Masks   recommended   but   not   required   or   at   a   minimum   not   required   for   fully   vaccinated   
individuals   (staff   and   students).   This   would   provide   consistency   between   how   businesses   and   
schools   operate.   Additionally,   the   heat   of   the   fall   months   in   combination   with   limited   or   no   
air-conditioned   buildings   and   masks   may   aggravate   conditions   for   some   creating   additional   
health   concerns   that   wouldn’t   occur   if   masks   were   recommended   but   not   required.   

● For   populations   not   eligible   for   the   vaccine,   participation   in   a   voluntary   screening   testing   
program   should   allow   for   masks   to   be   optional   for   those   who   participate.   Staff   and   students   
being   able   to   see   each   others’   faces   is   important   to   the   teaching   and   learning   process   and   is   
crucial   for   some   students   who   depend   on   non-verbal   cues   and/or   lip   reading   to   communicate.   By   
giving   the   option   of   masks   for   those   who   voluntarily   participate,   families   can   make   their   own   
decisions   regarding   their   child(ren)   while   keeping   an   active   weekly   screening   on   participants   to   
catch   any   increase   in   metrics   within   the   school   environment.   

  



  
  

Additionally,   it   should   be   noted   that   most   schools   will   not   be   able   to   open   for   full   in-person   learning   
without   lifting   capacity   limits   on   buses   and   relaxing   social   distancing   in   the   cafeterias   and   classrooms.   
Without   these   changes,   many   districts/schools   will   not   be   able   to   transport   and/or   house   all   students   for   
in-person   learning   on   a   daily   basis   for   full   days   of   instruction.   

   
We   are   happy   to   meet   with   you   to   discuss   how   to   use   metrics   to   trigger   mitigations   if/when   a   problem   
arises   instead   of   requiring   restrictive   metrics   at   this   stage   of   the   pandemic.   We   are   also   happy   to   discuss   
the   inconsistencies   in   the   mitigation   measures   that   currently   exist   that   are   hard   to   defend   and/or   explain   
to   our   communities.   We   are   asking   that   the   decisions   for   schools   be   returned   to   the   educators   and   are   
asking   for   your   partnership   with   and   advocacy   of   our   request.   
  

Sincerely,   
  

Kathy   J   Hinz,   Superintendent Sandy   Ozimek,   Superintendent Lea   Damisch,   Superintendent   
District   47 District   3 District   165   
  

John   Bute,   Superintendent Steve   Olson,   Superintendent David    Engelbrecht,   Superintendent   
District   46 District   155 D154   
  

Corey   Tafoya,   Superintendent Dan   Johnson,   Superintendent Christine   Conkling,   Superintendent   
District   50 District   12 District   18   
  

Susan   Wings,   Superintendent Brian   Coleman,   Superintendent Tiffany   Elswick,   Superintendent 
District   36 District   26 District   19   
  

Tom   Lind,   Superintendent Ryan   McTague,   Superintendent Josh   Reitz,   Superintendent   
Districts   2   &   157 District   156   District   15   
  
  

Cc:   Governor   JB   Pritzker     
Deputy   Governor   Jesse   Ruiz   
Illinois   State   Board   of   Education   Board   Members     
Illinois   Department   of   Public   Health   
McHenry   County   Department   of   Health   


