
 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues,  

As long as people have farmed the earth, they have adapted plants 

to fit their needs. In our latest issue of Louisiana Agriculture 

magazine, you can learn about AgCenter’s plant breeding program 

and the success we have had developing new crop varieties that 

work for today’s farmers.  

 

It’s been a busy summer for our 4-H and FFA youth. 4-H’ers are 

participating in summer day camps happening across the state. 

They competed in 4-H University held earlier this month and many 

will participate in the state Horse Show next week. Louisiana FFA 

members were able to take part in a hybrid state convention held 

June 7-10. We are excited to have our youngsters active again and 

finding some normalcy in club events.  

 

Hope you are enjoying your summer and taking some time to rest 

and recharge.  

   

Until later, 

Bill 

 

William B. Richardson 

LSU Vice President for Agriculture, LSU AgCenter 

Dean, LSU College of Agriculture 

brichardson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

June 2021 

 

Bill Richardson 
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Packing a week 

into a day: On the 

road with Camp 

Grant Walker 

For decades, the highlight of many Louisiana 

4-H participants’ summer has been their trip to 

the LSU AgCenter’s Camp Grant Walker, 

where they spend a fun-filled week learning 

new skills and making new friends. 

 

The campgrounds in Pollock are empty this summer, though, as several buildings that were damaged 

during hurricanes in 2020 await repairs. 

 

Camp staffers didn’t want 4-H’ers to completely miss out on this beloved summer tradition. So one-day 

sessions of arts and crafts, games and educational activities are being held this month and next in 

several parishes around the state. 

 

 

Read Article   
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AgCenter names two department heads 
 

The LSU AgCenter and LSU College of Agriculture have named P. Lynn Kennedy (left) head of the 

Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness. Kennedy has served on the faculty of the 

department for 27 years and is the Crescent City Tigers Alumni Professor for Agricultural Economics. 

He replaces Michael Salassi, who is now the AgCenter associate vice president and program leader of 

animal and plant sciences. Read more about Kennedy. 

 

The LSU AgCenter and Louisiana 4-H are pleased to announce that Todd Tarifa has been named 

department head for 4-H youth development effective July 1.Tarifa received his doctorate in human 

resource education and workforce development from Louisiana State University in 2006. He rejoins 

the AgCenter after nine years of serving as an agriscience teacher at Northshore High School in 

Slidell. Read more about Tarifa.  

 

 

 

 

Soft-shell crab production in Louisiana 
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Ever wondered how we get delicious soft-shell crabs? Daniel Edgar, owner of St. Mary Seafood & Marina 

and Swamp People star, provides a tour of his soft-shell blue crab operation in Franklin.   

 

 

   

 

 

 

New name, eye 

toward the future 

for the LSU 

AgCenter Food 

Innovation 

Institute 

What’s in a name? For the LSU AgCenter 

Food Innovation Institute, it is the promise of partnering researchers with entrepreneurs to shape the 

future of food production, consumption and, as the name suggests, innovation. 
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Launched in July 2013 as the LSU AgCenter Food Incubator, the institute — known as FOODii — began 

with 10 tenants. Its mission was to develop emerging food ventures and provide technical services to 

companies to help them survive and grow during the start-up period by providing business support, 

services and resources. 

 

Read Article   

  

 

 

 

AgCenter investigates 

food systems to 

combat obesity in 

rural parishes 

Changing health behaviors in a population is no small 

task, but the LSU AgCenter has been working 

diligently in communities across the state to lower 

obesity rates and improve quality of life by increasing 

access to healthy foods. 

 

In 2018, the LSU AgCenter entered a five-year 

agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention for a High Obesity Program to address the 

nutrition and physical activity environments of six rural 

Louisiana parishes with an adult obesity rate over 

40%. 
 

 

Read Article   
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Louisiana farmers completing sweet potato planting 

Cut the cost of keeping cool this summer 

AgCenter to reopen forage lab on LSU campus 

Pearls of wisdom: Unhinging facts about oysters 

 

Read More News   

 

 

 

 

 

New AgCenter publications: 
 

Timber Tales: Issue No. 171 

 

Louisiana Super Plants: Suncredible Yellow Sunflower 

 

Louisiana Super Plants: Virginia Willow 

 

Harvest of the Month Poster - Greens 

 

Sugarcane Variety Performance  

 

More Publications   

  

 

 

 

Follow us: 
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ABOUT The LSU AgCenter 

The LSU AgCenter provides Louisiana with research-based educational information to improve lives 

and economic well-being. The AgCenter plays an integral role in supporting agricultural industries, 

enhancing the environment and improving the quality of life through 4-H youth, family and consumer 

sciences and community development programs. The AgCenter is one of the 8 LSU campuses, and 

consists of 16 research stations, 64 parish extension offices and 13 academic departments, a 

statewide campus bringing university information and outreach to every corner of Louisiana. 

 
Visit our website: www.LSUAgCenter.com 
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