
 

 

 

American Rescue Plan Safe Return Plan (ESSER III) 

Blue Ridge CUSD#18 

2021-2022 School Year 
 

Learning Plan: 

Blue Ridge CUSD#18 will follow ISBE guidance by resuming fully in-person learning for all 

student attendance days, provided that remote instruction be made available for students who 

are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine and are under a quarantine order by a local public 

health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health. 

 

Blue Ridge Schools ended the 2020-2021 school year with in-person learning five days per 

week, with an early dismissal at 2:20. For the 2021-2022 school year, our dismissal time will 

return to 3:10, with a few exceptions. The first three days of school, August 18-20, 2021, will 

dismiss at 2:20 to allow for staff training and meetings. A copy of the 2021-2022 school calendar 

can be found here: https://5il.co/prg3. 

 

Remote Learning Information: 

During the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation that impacted the 2020-2021 school year, 

students were provided with an option to be fully remote learners. Blue Ridge used the 

Edmentum platform for fully remote learners.  

 

For the 2021-2022 school year, ISBE has passed a resolution that districts are to resume fully 

in-person learning for all student attendance days, provided that remote instruction be made 

available for students who are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine and are under a quarantine 

order by a local public health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health. When 

required, this remote instruction will use district curriculum and be directed by Blue Ridge 

classroom teachers. With our 1:1 technology, teachers and students will have the option to 

connect synchronously through Google meets for remote instruction. Other options include 

sharing recorded lessons, using Google classroom, and providing tangible copies of learning 

materials. Students who are learning remotely due to being ineligible for the vaccine and under 

quarantine will be provided with five hours of instruction, with the goal of 2.5 hours of daily 

synchronous instruction, made possible through the 1:1 technology. Students will have the 

opportunity to request a jetpack for home internet access as needed. Should there be a 

situation in which a student has a medically documented condition that would prohibit in person 

instruction, parents are asked to contact the respective building principal. 

 

Continuing Safety Measures: 

To maintain the safety of all students and staff, the Blue Ridge School District will continue to 

follow the CDC/IDPH safety guidance regarding COVID-19. This includes the following 

measures when recommended/required by CDC/IDPH guidance: 

 Proper mask wearing for all individuals, other than while eating, or while outside and 

maintaining social distancing 

https://5il.co/prg3


 

 

 Art and music classes delivering instruction in the K-6 general education classrooms; 4th-

6th grade cohorts remaining in their homeroom space while teachers rotate. 

 Signage and teaching reminders for handwashing and respiratory etiquette; sanitizing 

stations available for use before and after lunch and recess 

 Custodial staff sanitizes classrooms daily; teachers sanitize classroom spaces when 

student groups change; common spaces are sanitized throughout the day between uses 

 Compliance with contact tracing in cooperation with local health departments 

 Promotion of local diagnostic testing facilities to lessen time away from the learning 

environment 

 Continual compliance with vaccination clinics 

 Student and staff accommodations due to COVID-19 health concerns 

 

All students and staff self-certified their daily health status prior to entering the school bus 

and/or building. As required by CDC/IDPH guidance, we are prepared to do the same during the 

2021-2022 school year. 

 

For the 2020-2021 school year, K-12 lunch periods were modified by using additional spaces 

and additional serving sessions in order to maintain social distancing during lunch. As required 

by CDC/IDPH guidance, we are prepared to do the same during the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

Continuity of Services: 

The administrative team developed a summer school plan to begin addressing student learning 

loss. Assessment data was examined and used to create an initial enrollment list; principals 

made individual invites to the respective families. K-8 classes focused upon critical standards 

from the 2020-2021 school year. The 9-12 students focused on credit recovery in math and 

completion of online courses.  

Our 2020-2021 remote learners were offered a continuation of their learning platform and our K-

8th grade in person learners were provided with digital reading and math programs to use over 

the summer. 

To address social and emotional needs, we have expanded our social work services from four 

days to five days for the 2021-2022 school year. Additionally, we have hired a social emotional 

learning coach to work with the district for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Our three school buildings are serviced by two district nurses. We have worked collaboratively 

with Gibson Area Hospital, the National Guard, and the DeWitt Piatt Bi-County Health 

Department to host vaccination clinics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


