
ST. CLAIRSVILLE-RICHLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING

 OCTOBER 27, 2022
   

The meeting convened at 7:00 a.m. for the St. Clairsville-Richland City School District
Board of Education with President Mike Jacob presiding.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

Roll Call: Mike Jacob  - Present
Mike Fador - Present
James Cook - Present
Harry White - Present
F. William Zanders - Present

Also present were:  Christina Laudermilt, Carri Graham, Justin Sleutz, Amy Porter and Walt
Skaggs

Executive Session

Mr. Fador moved and Mr. Cook seconded that the Board go into executive session under
Ohio Revised Code 121.22(G)(1)-1, 4, and 8.  The roll call vote was:

Aye: Cook, Fador, White, Zanders, Jacob.
Motion carried.

Time In: 7:01 A.M.

Time Out: 8:49 A.M. - President calls to come out of executive session

Approve Resolution - Principal Sleutz

Mr. Fador moved and Mr. Zanders seconded that the Board approve the following
Resolution:

WHEREAS, the District immediately began to review an incident after learning that a racial
slur was repeated by Principal Sleutz when explaining what type of language was unacceptable. 
Immediately after learning of the statement, the District issued a statement saying that the language
was inappropriate and offensive; and

WHEREAS, the next day, Principal Sleutz issued a public apology letter.  That apology letter
remains posted on the front page of the District’s website; and

WHEREAS, because the District views Principal Sleutz’s conduct as a teachable moment,
it has met with students, staff, administrators, parents, community leaders, and community members
to listen to concerns and develop strategies to address these issues.  Strategies discussed have
included providing staff professional development, hosting grade-level appropriate assemblies,
providing informal settings for students to express concerns, and evaluating District culture and
inclusivity.
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Approve Resolution - Principal Sleutz (Cont’d)

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the St. Clairsville-
Richland City School District, Belmont County, Ohio, that:

Section 1: The Board affirms the issuance of a written reprimand to Principal Sleutz that
specifies that any further conduct will result in additional discipline, up to
and including termination of employment, and that requires Principal Sleutz
to participate in a day-long sensitivity training and reflection in addition to
any training that is completed by District staff.  As a part of its response to
the foregoing incident, the Board also supports the following items.

a. Establishing a professional development day on October 21, 2022, for all
staff, which featured an outside speaker presenting on cultural competency.

b. Require staff to complete sensitivity training on an annual basis;

c. Planning assemblies during the 2022-2023 school year for high school and
middle school students, which will feature an outside speaker presenting on
cultural sensitivity;

d. Making community leaders available for informal lunch sessions so students
can discuss issues and concerns; and

Section 2: It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Board
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an
open meeting of the Board and that all deliberations of this Board and any of
its committees that resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to
the public, in accordance with all legal requirements, including Section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code and any amendments thereto.

The roll call vote was:

Aye: Fador, White, Zanders, Cook, Jacob.
Motion carried.

 
Adjournment

There being no further business brought before the Board, President Jacob adjourned the
meeting at 8:54 A.M.

The next scheduled Board of Education meeting is November 9, 2022 at 7:00 a.m.

                                                                                                                                                
President     Treasurer


