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Maple Run
Unified School District
The Maple Run Unified School District is
where inquiring minds, compassionate
hearts, creative expression, healthy lives
and service to the community develop so
all can learn, achieve and succeed.
Bellows Free Academy
Collins Perley Sports Center
Fairfield Center School
Northwest Technical Center
St. Albans City School
St. Albans Town Educational Center
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COLLEEN EDELSTEIN AND HELENE BIGGIE ENJOYING STAFF FUN NIGHT

Central Office
A great deal of the focus over the last month has been on
presenting the budget to taxpayers. A supplement in the SA
Messenger was created with design support from Agnieszka
Gagne. The supplement gave an overview of the budget and
highlighted each of our schools.

Central Office

A FAQ on the budget was developed and posted on the website.
The budget was presented to school staff, and an information
hearing was held on February 28.
This is the second year of our limited Elementary Transfer
program. This year, the Board approved that MRUSD staff can
select the school for their children to attend without affecting
the ten slots allotted for the transfer program. Three staff
members have taken this opportunity. Also, of the 15 requests
currently received, three of them have siblings at the school of
choice so they will receive first options. That will leave seven

SACS Students presented to the Board at its Feb 21 meeting.

CENTRAL OFFICE
spots to be
chosen by
lottery. This is all
contingent on
whether there is
room in the
grades requested
at the school of
choice.

COVER SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:
ST. ALBANS CITY SCHOOL
BFA HIGH SCHOOL
COLLINS PERLEY COMPLEX
FAIRFIELD CENTER SCHOOL
NORTHWEST TECHNICAL CENTER
ST. ALBANS TOWN EDUCATIONAL CENTER
ADDITIONAL PICTURES

f
Each month the second Board meeting is hosted by one of the
schools, giving the Board members the opportunity to see the
school. The host school typically has a student presentation. The
last meeting was at SACS, where students presented HOPE
(Hands on Practical Education). As shown below left. Enjoy
Armand Messier's BFA Chamber Singers entertained Kathy Finck
and the Central Office Staff. How Wonderful!

Students with BFA Arts performing at SACS
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Celebrating Successes

Across Our District
Cover School of the Month:
St. Albans City School
MISSION - The Maple Run Unified
School District is where:
inquiring minds,
• Our Thematic Units aligned prek-8th
grade and we had a school-wide
culminating event, The School Mall, in
December. This was an incredibly
successful event well received by
students, staff and families. Already
deemed a ‘tradition’, there is talk
about what some will do next year.
• Making at our school has become
prominent. Because of the Economics
Unit, more students and staff are
comfortable with the tools, and using
them to bring student ideas to life.
One student is doing an internship
supporting peers in the Makerspace.
That student is part of the 3D project
team that includes both SACS and
SATEC students who state that they
are competing together “to put St.
Albans on the map”.
• SACS has a business in HOPE (Hands
on Practical Education), with many
internships where students are
creating real products for a specific
customer. This, too, has grown as a
result of the Economics Unit and the
tools available to us. We have recently
created a business from a need
identified through the Stewardship
Committee for reusable mugs.

compassionate hearts,
• Conscious discipline work in our school
continues with adults, students and our
Parent Community Council (PCC). On
March 20th our PCC will sponsor Brain
States training for our families.
• Restorative Practice is a tool our
teachers can use with Conscious
Discipline. This is an additional tool
that provides more specific support
helping students own and fix
problems.
• SACS held a full school training on
implicit bias led by Jamilah Vogel.
creative expression,
• Our Art teachers collaborated with Pin
Box to have our 5th grade students
create pinball machines, which were
on display at Unified Arts Night.
• Dance is a new elective for our 7th and
8th grade students, and it was on
display at Unified Arts Night.

healthy lives and
• Our students love when the snow
tubes and snow shoes come out or
when 4th to 6th grade go skiing.
• Friday, February 23rd was our first
Staff Fun Night. From 3-5 there were
activities throughout the school.
Making, Omnikin, Baking, Crochet,
Jewelry Making and Sit and Paint are
all options for adults.

service to the community
develop so all can
• Our Stewardship Committee is
looking at how to minimize our impact
on the planet with the concept of
reduce, reuse, recycle. The committee
is creating videos to help with this
education process. One of the stars is the talking trash can.

learn,
• 20 teachers are taking a Math Class
with Sandi Stanhope and John Tapper.
The Lesson Studies have started,
where three teachers look at a lesson
taught in 1-3, 4-6 and 7-8, and share by
debriefing their work together.
• We have started work with Leah
Mermelstein from Columbia
University around Writer’s Workshop.
achieve and succeed.
• One of our 5-6 Boys Basketball
teams has gone 10-0 this year. The
team’s coaches are Macy Lavoie and
her dad.
• Our facility team has done an
amazing job, despite being
understaffed, to support use of our
facility for basketball 7 days a week.
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BFA St. Albans
MISSION - The Maple Run Unified
School District is where: inquiring
minds, compassionate hearts,
creative expression, healthy lives
and service to the community
develop so all can achieve and
succeed.
Student Accomplishments: On January
8, 2018, senior Jared Sparr, was
recognized at the Statehouse in
Montpelier as a Presidential Scholar
Nominee. According to the VT Agency
of Education, Jared will be invited to
apply to the U.S. Presidential Scholars
Program, one of the most prestigious
honors for high school students.
Congratulations to BFA's Poetry Out
loud champion Julia Remillard. Ella
Simmons, pictured below, earned
second place and Julia Scott finished
third. We are very proud of all our
participants who recited challenging
works with poise and enthusiasm. Here
is a link to the YouTube video.

Events: BFA held a magnificent dance
concert on January 12 and our Winter
Ball on January 20. Our athletic teams
are now entering post season
competition. All of us are looking
forward to the fun and excitement of
this time of year. Best wishes to all our
teams.
Class meetings were held on February 23
and are planned for March 7 as we
upgrade and communicate all aspects of
our Emergency Guidelines.
We will be hosting a presentation by the
Anti-Defamation League for all MRUSD
athletic coaches on the topic of implicit
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bias on March 15. We will also be hosting
a seminar for the New England
Association of Secondary Schools on
April 10 as we begin preparations for our
upcoming accreditation visit.
All of us will certainly miss assistant
principal Geoff Lyons (pictured right)
who announced his retirement in
February. Geoff has been a fixture at
BFA for many years and was deservedly
recognized as the Vermont Assistant
Principal of the year in 2016. He has
made great connections with our
students, families and community
leaders throughout his BFA career. We
all wish him the best and hope he will
visit often.
BFA had a good showing and lots of fun
raising funds at the penguin plunge.
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Collins Perley
Some of the events coming up at Collins Perley include:
Public Skating is fun for the entire family.

On March 29 there will be a Franklin County Workforce
Investment Board (FCWIB) Career Fair
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Northwest Technical Center
MISSION - The Maple Run Unified School District is where
inquiring minds, compassionate hearts, creative
expression, healthy lives and service to the community
develop so all can achieve and succeed.
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In Good Taste returned to St. Albans City Hall in the heart of
downtown St. Albans on Friday, January 26, 2018. Students
from the culinary arts program were busy prepping for a
successful event. This is the 5 year this event has taken place
in Saint Albans, and we have been there since the beginning!
Shining a spotlight on local growers, producers and food

February is Career
& Technical
Education (CTE)
Month in the state
of Vermont. There
are many amazing
CTE centers all
over our beautiful
state. Northwest
Technical Center is
proud to be a part
of such an
inspirational group
of schools. Career
& Tech Ed
deserves to be
celebrated!
artisans gives the public a chance to sip, sample and chat with
the folks responsible for the food on local tables.
The Cosmetology II students are working on The Law of Color
and learning the color wheel. Today, they worked with guest
instructor Tyler Hermanson from Williston, who has been
leading painting classes for over 5 years. Students spun the
color wheel to decide what colors each of them would use on
their canvas. They then had to use complementary and
contrasting colors to create a image that fit together as one.
Thank you for the great, hands-on lesson Mr. Hermanson!

Students in our Building Trades program are constructing
another house from foundation to finish work this school year.
Carpenters, Electricians, Plumbers and Pipe fitters are listed as
part of '54 Promising Vermont Careers' by the Vermont
Department of Labor with a media income of $21-23/hour.
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Fairfield Center School
MISSION - The Maple Run Unified School District is
where: inquiring minds, compassionate hearts, creative
expression, healthy lives and service to the community
develop so all can learn, achieve and succeed.
The Student of the Month program is back! January's theme was
KINDNESS. Winners display kindness to their classmates on a
regular basis. Congratulations to the winners. Kindness makes us
Fairfield Strong!

February’s theme was Love and Acceptance.

Fun at Jay Peak
Pictured left are
students and
chaperones
enjoying a day at
the mountain.

The PTO held a
day of fun on the
Fairfield soccer
field! Sledding,
snowshoeing,
hot cocoa,
cupcakes from A
fire truck to
explore, cross
country skiing, a
bonfire to keep
you warm, build
a snowman, and
face painting!
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St. Albans Town Educational Center
MISSION - The Maple Run Unified School District is
where: inquiring minds, compassionate hearts, creative
expression, healthy lives and service to the community
develop so all can learn, achieve and succeed.
Kindergarten students had the opportunity to program robots.as
pictured below.
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Paws-itive Pies for PBIS! School Wide Coin Challenge In place of
the Penny War, SATEC hosted a coin challenge. Each Grade had
the opportunity to bring in silver coins for about two weeks in
February. The top two grades (one grade from K-4 and one grade
5-8) that raised the most amount of money had the chance to
put a pie in their teachers’ or staff members’ face during our
spirit assembly on Friday the 19th. Teachers and students were
drawn that day. All the money raised went towards PBIS
celebrations!
BFA’s Varsity Boys basketball team and coaches spend time to
share their skills with 8th grade boys from St.Albans Town and
City on Monday evening. “Future BobWhite night” provided a
sense of community as young, aspiring players came together
to give us a glimpse of the future for the BFA basketball
program in years to come.
A big thank you to Varsity coach, Matt Toof, his coaching staff
and players who helped organize and run this event.
The Bobwhites will return next week at St.Albans City school
where they will host the 7th grade boys from St. Albans Town,
City and other feeder schools.

Third through eighth grades chorus performed, providing
wonderful entertainment.

SATEC 3 - 8 grade chorus
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Some additional pictures from around the district.
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