
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Proposal

Background:
The American Rescue Plan (ARP) was signed by the President on March 11, 2021.  Under that

plan, states, municipalities and school districts were allocated funds to be used as emergency

relief funds to offset the costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.  To date, we have not

received any of the funds, and in fact have not yet been given a mechanism to apply for the

funds in order to begin using them.  However, we do know that the funds are being distributed

to school districts as a grant, and as with most grants, there are conditions that must be met

and steps that must be taken in order to use the funds in accordance with the terms of the

grant.  One of the steps required of this grant is to engage with district stakeholders for

feedback and suggestions on the use of the funds, and a public posting (on the district website)

of the plan for the funds when the plan is finalized. Our proposal was posted on the district

website from June 23-June 30, and no public comments or questions were received.  As such, at

this time,in accordance with NYSED guidance, the Attica Central School District is required to

develop and publish a plan indicating how the district intends to use the ARP funding.  This

document serves as the district’s plan in accordance with that guidance.  This continues to be a

fluid and ever-changing situation, and we will keep district residents and community members

informed throughout the grant period as to any changes in our plans.

Facts:
1. The grant period covers expenses incurred between 3/13/2020 and 9/30/2024.  The

district can use funds to reimburse costs associated with expenditure that have already

taken place, as well as using the funds for costs incurred up to the final day of the grant

period, currently set as Sept. 30, 2024.

2. There are specific criteria given in the law that dictate how funds must be used.  As a

district, we cannot use the funds for any purpose that is not explicitly listed in the chart

below.  The allowable uses are very broad, providing a range of activities and uses, but

they are not unlimited.
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Questions:
1. What is the total amount of the grant that the district has been allocated?

a. The district has been awarded(but has not yet received) a total of $3,281,526.  To

date, we have no means of receiving the funds, nor do we know how they will be

disbursed (how much at one time, how many installments, etc.)

2. Are there any specific uses of the funds that the district will need to follow?

a. Yes.  The grant requires that no less than 20% of the district’s ARP-ESSER

allocation be used to address learning loss through the implementation of

evidence-based interventions, such as summer learning or summer enrichment,

extended day, comprehensive after-school programs, or extended school-year

programs, and ensure that such interventions respond to students academic,

social and emotional needs.  For Attica, the minimum that must be used to meet

this requirement is $262,308 over the life of the grant.  The remaining funds

must be used for expenses related to areas described in the chart below.

3. What exactly does this plan, as shown in the chart, describe?

a. There are three columns in the plan.  On the left is the exact language taken from

the law (ARP), describing the allowable activities or expenses.  The center

column lists examples of the types of activities or expenses that districts may

include for that category.  Nothing listed in the center column is meant as a

definite expenditure or expense for Attica,  they are representative examples,

and while many of them may in fact be something that we do use the money for,

please keep in mind that until the final application is released by NYSED,

completed by the district and approved by NYSED, this plan is not yet official.

The final column is an initial estimate of costs for expenditure in the given

category.  Again, this is not meant to be a final number, as this is a proposal, and

some of the expenses we are looking at are unknown, as they are expected to

take place in 2-3 years, and will likely require adjustments as the actual time gets

closer.  For example, if we were to say we plan to use the funds to buy

computers, we would have to estimate the cost of a computer in 2024 based on
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prices in 2021, but we know that is likely to change, resulting in a needed

adjustment to our budget.

4. Why are some areas in the right-hand column blank?

a. As you read the different possible activities and expenses, you can see that some

of them fit multiple categories.  Having funds in one area does not mean that

nothing is being done to address needs in that area, but they may be addressed

in a different, similar, category.  Also, in our discussions, the areas listed with

funds appear to be the areas of greatest need, and we are focusing our attention

on those areas first and foremost.

5. Disclaimers:

a. The following are potential expenditure’s to be included in the District’s final ARP

application

b. The application has not yet been released to districts

c. The potential uses of the funds listed are not meant to be assurances of specific

expenditures at this point

d. Additional guidance from USDOE and NYSED may be forthcoming which would

necessitate a change in the district's plan as presented.

e. Any changes to the plan will be reflected in this document and communicated as

required.

ARP Allowable Activities Examples of activities or
expenses that fit this category

Proposed Expenditure for
Grant Period

(3/13/2020-9/30/24)

Any activities authorized
under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act,
IDEA, Carl D. Perkins Career
and Technical Education Act,
and Adult Education and
Family Literacy Act.

● Professional
Development

● instructional materials,
assistance for
homeless students

● parental and family
involvement

● salaries

Coordination of preparedness
and response efforts of LEAs
with state, local, tribal, and
territorial public health
departments, and other
relevant agencies, to prevent,
prepare for, and respond to

● Emergency planning
● PPE
● Signage
● contact tracing
● health screening
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the coronavirus.

Activities that address unique
needs of low-income children
or students, children with
disabilities, English learners,
racial and ethnic minorities,
students experiencing
homelessness, and foster
care youths, including how
outreach and service delivery
will meet the needs of each
population.

● Instruction for
students with
disabilities

● programs or materials
associated with their
instruction

● Support/Instruction for
English Language
learners

● community
partnerships

$148,000

Developing and implementing
procedures and systems to
improve the preparedness
and response efforts of LEAs.

● Emergency response
plans and training

● Emergency
preparedness
materials like
additional health and
food supplies

Training and professional
development for LEA staff on
sanitation and minimizing the
spread of infectious diseases.

● Working with health
care professionals to
upgrade our systems
and expectations
surrounding cleaning
and sanitization

Purchasing supplies to
sanitize and clean facilities
operated by an LEA.

● Cleaning supplies like
soap, sanitizers, etc.

● Cleaning equipment
like floor scrubbers,
sprayers, etc.

Planning and coordination
during long-term closures,
including how to provide
meals to eligible students,
how to provide online
learning technology to all
students, how to provide
guidance on meeting IDEA
requirements, and how to
ensure other educational
services can continue to be
provided consistent with

● Agreements with
transportation
services for deliveries

● Additional supplies of
food

● Additional staffing for
food preparation and
transportation

● Agreements with
online service
providers
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federal, state, and local
requirements.

Purchasing educational
technology, which could
include hardware, software,
and connectivity, for students
served by the LEA that aids
in regular, substantive
educational interaction
between students and
educators, including
low-income students and
students with disabilities. This
could also include assistive
technology or adaptive
equipment.

● Instructional software
● Devices
● Upgraded/expanded

wifi access

$150,000

Providing mental health
services and supports.

● Additional
Counselors/Social
Workers

● Agreements with
community agencies
supplying counseling
services to students

$125,000

Planning and implementing
summer learning and
supplemental afterschool
program activities, including
providing classroom
instruction or online learning
during the summer months
and addressing the needs of
low-income students,
students with disabilities,
English learners, migrant
students, students
experiencing homelessness,
and children in foster care.

● Tutoring
● Partner with Summer

rec. to provide
learning activities
during the rec.
Program

● Related
Services/Therapies

● Parent Night
Workshops

● Study Skills classes
● Preteaching
● Writer’s

Workshops/Camps

$300,000

Other activities necessary to
maintain the operation of and
continuity of services in LEAs
and continuing to employ
existing staff

● Equipment purchases
● Classroom instruction

and supervision
● Instructional Materials
● Transportation costs
● Maintenance

$1,500,000
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● Classroom furniture
● Supplies/materials

Addressing learning loss
among all students in all
subgroups, including by:
Administering high-quality,
reliable assessments that can
assess student academic
progress and assist
educators in meeting student
needs, including by using
differentiated instruction.
Implementing
evidence-based activities to
meet the comprehensive
needs of students.  Providing
information and assistance to
parents and families on ways
to support students.  Tracking
student performance and
engagement in distance
learning environments.

● New Curriculum, such
as a reading or math
program

● Updated instructional
tools in classrooms

● New assessment
tools to determine
student needs

● Updated parental
reports and increased
communication

● Robotics and related
STEAM materials

$525,000

School facility repairs and
improvements to enable
operation of schools to
reduce risk of virus
transmission and exposure to
environmental health hazards
and support student health
needs.

● Improvements to
outdoor areas to
create/update
outdoor learning
spaces

● Renovating entryways
to create an inside
space that reduces
direct contact
between sick and
healthy individuals to
prevent the risk of
infection

● New windows and
doors

$181,000
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Inspecting, testing,
maintaining, repairing,
replacing, and upgrading
projects to improve the indoor
air quality in school facilities,
including HVAC systems,
filtering, purification and other
air cleaning, fans, control
systems, and window and
door repair and replacement.

● Upgrades or repairs to
HVAC systems

● Replacing drinking
fountains with
bottle-filling stations

$50,000

Development of strategies
and implementation of public
health protocols that align
with Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
guidance on reopening and
operating school facilities to
maintain the health and
safety of students, educators,
and other staff.

● Activities or expenses
related to the current
school reopening
plan, including
masking
requirements,
cleaning protocols,
social distancing, etc.

$252,526

Any questions or concerns regarding the plan may be submitted to the
district by emailing commsurvey@atticacsd.org


