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W e  T e a c h  f o r  S u c c e s s

Correction
An article in the Summer-Fall 2017 issue stated that Phoebe 
McClincy was BEA's first National Merit Scholar. Laura 
Anne Houck, a 1995 BEA graduate, was also a National 
Merit Scholarship recipient .

On the Cover…
Howard Elementary third-graders Lewis Shawley, 

Lydia Walk, Garrett Johnson, and Zoe Coleman take a 
break from reading to smile for their teacher, Mrs . Margaret 
Bonson . 
     During the month of January, each elementary building 
competed weekly against another building, earning points 
for reading books and taking comprehension tests . Once all 
matches were completed, the points were compiled, and 
Howard Elementary was declared Reading Super Bowl 
Champion . In all, elementary students in the district read a 
total of 7,965 books and 27,021,013 words during January . 
That’s an increase of 3 .4 million words from the same 
period last year .

Five years ago, when I became 
Superintendent, we began a new chapter 
at Bald Eagle Area .  I say we because 
together we have elevated the Bald Eagle 
Area educational experience, forging 
ahead, doing what is best for our students .  I just want to take 
a moment and thank you for putting your trust in the process .  
This journey has been one of joy, heartache, setbacks, and 
success .  However, with each obstacle we have navigated, we 
have become a better organization because of the experience .  
Our success is the collective work of the entire community .
     The Bald Eagle Area School District is a sum of all the 
parts, and although individually each of us can do good things, 
only together is greatness possible .  Bald Eagle continues to 
make significant gains with state assessments – both PSSA 
and Keystones .  However, a test score, although important to 
the state, is only a snapshot of the whole child we strive to 
develop and mold .  Our hope is for each child to maximize 
his or her potential, becoming the best possible version of his 
or herself . The learning triangle – child, parent, and teacher – 
is so important to the success of our mission .  Creating the 
appropriate relationship between family and faculty is critical 
when nudging our students towards their full potential .  “It takes 
a village to raise a child” comes full circle: From custodian to 
cafeteria, administration to support staff, each of us plays an 
important part in the education of our children .  
  Finally, I cannot say enough about the Bald Eagle Area 
Community .  The fabric of this community is made of hard 
work and resiliency, understanding the importance of public 
education and providing the necessary opportunities for our 
children .
     As we look forward, please know that we have set our sights 
on the future, anticipating the changes to keep our students 
in front of the careers of today and tomorrow .  Before the 
2017/2018 school year ends, each child in the district will have 
their own computer assigned to them .  This 1:1 initiative will 
ensure learning can occur anywhere and anytime .
   The Bald Eagle Area School District has become the 
community center for our children .  Our students excel because 
they are involved and grow in activities outside the classroom .  
With 15 varsity sports and 11 junior high programs to choose 
from, you would think that is enough to do .  However, with an 
additional 30 clubs, our students remain very busy throughout 
the school year .  
   Whether it be local, regional, state, or national level, our 
students compete .  Thanks to the opportunities presented to 
our children every day, no stage is too big .  
     On behalf of the Bald Eagle Area School District, I want 
to thank you, the Bald Eagle Community, for supporting our 
children .
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Guest Poet Visits Port Matilda Elementary 

Tom Catalano was 
walking one day 

under a tall, tall tree . Up 
in that tree happened to 
be a cute little bird, and as 
Catalano walked under the 
branch where that bird was 
perched, it dropped “bird 
doo” right on his head, he 
said .
     The published poet from 
Hollidaysburg told that 
story to a group of students 
at Port Matilda Elementary 
School, and as he explained 
the scenario, the students burst out in laughter .
     “I was not very happy,” Catalano said . “But what do I do 
when I’m not happy? I write a poem .”
     From that, he said he wrote a poem called “Cute Little 
Birdy” for a book of poems that he published  for children .
Catalano was invited to the school on January 18 to share 
child-friendly poems and to help inspire students to read 
and write .
     “It’s winter time, and I always try to find something new 

to break up the monotony, 
because you can’t just 
go outside in this kind of 
weather,” Principal Terri 
Kenny said . “The kids will 
start writing poems and 
having fun with it in class . 
One of the funny things a 
kid said to me was, ‘Hey, 
Mrs . K ., you tricked us 
into learning!’ And that’s a 
compliment .”
     The Guest Poet program 
was split into three sessions 
featuring Catalano, who 

read his poems to students in kindergarten through fifth-
grade .
     “I really like having him because the kids are engaged, 
and he’s showing them that writing is for everyone, and you 
don’t have to be the best writer in the world to try it and 
succeed,” Kenny said .
     Catalano also donated some of his books to the school’s 
library and offered a discount on his work for students who 
wanted to purchase his books .

Over the fall months, 
Bald Eagle Area Mid-

dle School students earned 
tickets for demonstrating 
the Schoolwide Positive Be-
havior rules of being kind, 
respectful, responsible, and 
safe . Students earning 15 
tickets attended the Fall Fes-
tival, where they participated 
in activities ranging from 
making crafts to Punkin- 
Chunkin (knockout basket-
ball) . Calmer activities included the photo booth, corn hole, and guessing the 
weight of the pumpkin or the number of candy corn kernels in the jar .
     Starting this January, there is a new incentive .  One lucky winner from each 
6th-, 7th-, or 8th-grade homeroom is chosen to be part of the drawing for a per-
sonal Uber, courtesy of Mr . Hoover .  January's winners were picked up from class 
and wheeled to the student store, where they picked out a drink and snack item .  

Middle School Positive Behavior Incentives
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Brandon Baranak
Floating Custodian

A resident of Clarence, Mr . Baranak is a 
2015 graduate of Bald Eagle Area High 
School .  He describes himself as a video 
game enthusiast .

Melissa Bigler
School Psychologist

Hello! My name is Melissa Bigler, and I 
am one of the new school psychologists 
in the district . I am originally from a 
small town about 30 minutes outside 
of the city of Pittsburgh . I received my 

Bachelor’s degree from Washington & Jefferson College and 
completed my Master’s degree and Certification in School 
Psychology in the Spring of 2017 at California University 
of PA. I moved to this area with my fiancé and two cats in 
September . In my spare time, I enjoy experimenting with 
my KitchenAid mixer, keeping up with Pittsburgh sports, 
and spending time with my family and friends . A fun fact 
about me: I am a sucker for Bath and Body Works Candles!

Katherine Bowler
Speech Language Pathologist

Hello! I am Katherine Bowler, and I am 
excited to be the new Speech Language 
Pathologist at Bald Eagle Area School 
District . I grew up in Clarion, PA, 
and attended both undergraduate and 

graduate school at Clarion University . My husband and I 
moved to Bellefonte about five years ago. Before coming to 
Bald Eagle, I worked for Tuscarora Intermediate Unit #11, 
serving mostly preschool students . I am also a mom to two 
amazing little boys, Finn (3) and Lachlan (1), who keep me 
very busy . In my free time I like to spend time with family, 
watch movies, and read .

Morgan Campbell
Biology/Ag Science Teacher
Middle-High School

Hello! My name is Ms . Morgan 
Campbell, and I am extremely excited to 
begin my teaching career at Bald Eagle 
High School this year! I am a life-long 

Centre County resident, growing up and still residing on my 
family's farm just outside of State College . I attended State 
College Area High School as well as Penn State's Main 
Campus, where I majored in Agricultural and Extension 
Education .
     Although this will be my first year having a classroom 
of my own, I have substitute taught at local school districts 
(including Bald Eagle), and I've had the fun opportunity to 
teach elementary students where their food comes from, in 
a course I created called "Farm to Fork ." Most recently, I 
worked for the Big Brothers Big Sisters Program of Centre 
County as a Case Manager. In my free time, I enjoy fishing, 
kayaking, crocheting, gardening, and spending time with 
family, friends, and my four-year-old Golden Doodle, 
named Dixie! I am looking forward to a great year teaching 
Biology and Agricultural Sciences at Bald Eagle! 

Kristen Conklin
Para-Educator
Wingate Elementary

I am from Lock Haven, PA, but grew 
up in the State College area .  After 
high school, I attended Penn State 
University, where I majored in Human 

Development and Family Studies .  I taught preschool for 
many years, both in State College and in the Pittsburgh 
area .  I recently moved back to the area from Pittsburgh and 
began working in the kindergarten classes and absolutely 
love it!  I have one son, Cash, who is in fourth grade at 
Wingate .  We enjoy watching football, baseball, and Penn 
State wrestling .  We have a river house in Lock Haven, PA, 
on the Susquehanna River, where we love to spend our 
summers swimming, camping, and kayaking .  We are very 
happy with our new Bald Eagle Area family!

Welcome to Our New Staff Members
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Melissa Curry
Sixth-Grade Teacher
Middle-High School

I am super excited about getting to know 
the youth of BEA! This year marks 
my tenth year teaching (nine in NC) 
and my first year at Bald Eagle! I am 

certified in English Language Arts and Social Studies and 
have taught both subjects . I am also a Reading Specialist 
(K-12). In 2016, I earned my National Board Certification 
in English Language Arts, a process that made me reflect 
on my practice and helped shape the teacher I am today . 
Teaching and learning are two of my biggest passions . I 
love interacting with students and helping them grow as 
readers, writers, speakers, and thinkers . I feel I have the best 
gig in the entire world and couldn’t imagine myself doing 
anything else . This year, I am teaching 6th-grade language 
arts and social studies . I am happily married to my high 
school sweetheart, Kevin, who is a professor at Penn State . 
In my spare time, you can find me cooking, running, hiking, 
kayaking, and camping .

Allison Fleming
Learning Support
Wingate Elementary

I am Ms . Fleming . I am the new learning 
support teacher for Kindergarten and first 
grade at Wingate Elementary School . I 
have been living in PA for the last three 

years, but I grew up in New Jersey . I graduated from Juniata 
College for my undergrad and Penn State for my master's . 
I taught in New Jersey for two years after college before 
moving back to PA .  In addition to being a teacher, I am also 
a board-certified behavior analyst. I currently live in State 
College with my Labradoodle puppy named Daisy . I enjoy 
gardening and traveling . I just went to Iceland this spring 
and hope to go to Barcelona this summer . I am very excited 
to be working here at Wingate Elementary School! 

Thomas Folino
Director of Building and Grounds

Thomas Folino is BEA's new Director 
of Building and Grounds . Previously an 
instructor of Mechatronics at Central 
Pennsylvania Institute of Science and 

Technology (CPI), Mr . Folino holds degrees in Welding and 
Machining from Penn College . He lives in Julian with his 
wife and children .

Robin Gray
Custodian
Middle-High School

Robin Gray is our new custodian at the 
Middle-High School . Before coming 
to BEA, Mr . Gray worked as a quality 
control technician for PMG . A resident 

of Sandy Ridge, Robin enjoys hunting and woodworking . 
He spends much of his time refurbishing his home .

Kimberly Hearn
Kindergarten
Port Matilda Elementary

I am very excited to be joining the BEA 
family!  I am teaching kindergarten 
at Port Matilda Elementary .  I have 
two children: a son, Brandon, who is 

a senior, and a daughter, Ayla, who is in 6th grade . Both 
attend Bellefonte School District . I have lived in the Centre 
Region for over 35 years .  In my spare time (ha!), I enjoy 
spending time with the family, vacationing at any warm, 
tropical place, and volunteering in my children's activities .  
Once again, I am very excited to be a part of the BEA 
District!

Angela Kellar
Kindergarten
Wingate Elementary

Hi! My name is Angela Kellar . I am 
so excited to be working at Wingate in 
kindergarten again this year . It is such a 
fun and rewarding grade to work with . 

Before coming to Wingate, I worked in learning support . I 
grew up in State College, so I am thrilled to remain in the 
area . I am currently pursuing my Master’s degree in Speech-
Language Pathology . In my spare time, I enjoy spending 
time with family, friends, and my dog, traveling (especially 
to the beach), and reading . 
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Janelle Lawson
Guidance Counselor
Middle-High School

Hello BEA Community, I am excited to 
join the BEA Counseling Department! 
My name is Janelle Lawson, and I am 

the new Secondary High School Counselor at Bald Eagle 
High School . I received my undergraduate degree from 
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania in 2011 . I then went 
on to acquire my Master's degree in School Counseling 
from the University of Scranton in 2014 . Prior to becoming 
a high school counselor at BEA, I was an elementary school 
counselor in another district . Originally from the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton area, I love living in beautiful Centre County . 
I enjoy spending my free time traveling, reading, competing 
in triathlons, and hiking with my fiance and my dog Zeus! 
I am thrilled to be a part of this wonderful community and 
look forward to my future at Bald Eagle Area . 

Britney Milazzo
Public Relations Specialist

Britney Milazzo is the public relations 
specialist at BEA . The position was 
created in the fall of 2017 to help 
promote the school positively, and to 
help foster a relationship among the 

district and the communities it serves . She’s worked in the 
communication field since 2005, including at places such as 
ESPN and Bleacher Report, and last worked at the Centre 
Daily Times. Milazzo is a Rochester, N .Y .-area native and a 
2009 graduate of Arizona State University, where she also 
was a member of the Division I women’s soccer team .

Scott Miller
Custodian
Wingate Elementary

Scott Miller is the second-shift custodian 
at Wingate Elementary School . Prior 
to coming to BEA, Scott worked in 
construction at water and wastewater 

treatment plants for 38 years . A resident of Howard, Scott 
enjoys hunting, fishing, camping, and spending time with 
his grandchildren .

Laura Rogus
Reading Specialist
Wingate Elementary

Hello!  I am Laura Rogus, and I am 
the new reading specialist at Wingate 
Elementary .  I graduated from Bald 
Eagle, and I am excited to be returning 

there to teach reading!  I received my Bachelor's Degree 
from Lock Haven University .  In my spare time, I enjoy 
spending time with family and friends, reading, baking, and 
traveling .

Pam Rowland
Para-Educator
Port Matilda Elementary

I am excited to have been chosen as the 
new instructional para-educator for Port 
Matilda .  I am originally from Centre 
County; I left the area for a number of 

years, returning six years ago with my husband and our two 
sons . I have a degree in Early Childhood education and a 
certificate as an occupational therapy aide. I have worked 
previously as an after-school teacher for K-6th grade and as 
a preschool aide .
     In a previous life  I studied Animal Science at Penn 
State, worked for eight years as a veterinary assistant in 
both Pennsylvania and Washington State, and spent another 
seven years working in the human medical field in both 
pharmacy and  health information management .
     I enjoy learning new things, and I have a wide variety 
of interests .  In my spare time I enjoy spending time with 
my family, working outdoors and gardening, practicing 
yoga, and attempting to obedience train our two fiendish 
sheepdogs, one of whom was born deaf .

Elizabeth Schindler
Sixth-Grade Teacher
Middle-High School

I am glad to be part of Bald Eagle Area 
as a 6th grade teacher! I have grown 
up in this district and am a 2008 BEA 
Alumna . After graduating, I went to 

Lock Haven University for Elementary Education . I am 
currently working on my Master’s degree at Kutztown 
University for Technology Integration .  I subbed in the 
Bald Eagle Area district for a few years before receiving 
a fulltime job at Mifflin County School District where I 
taught 5th grade the past two years . I enjoy being outside, 
spending time with family and friends, and traveling to new 
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places . I look forward to an exciting and rewarding career 
here at Bald Eagle Area .

Ashley Susko
English Teacher
Middle-High School

Hello! I am Ashley Susko, and I 
am happy to be the new 7th-grade 
English teacher at Bald Eagle Middle 
School . However, I am not a stranger 

to Pennsylvania, as I grew up about 45 minutes south of 
Pittsburgh and received my Bachelor's degree from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, where I met my husband . I am 
currently pursuing a Master's degree in Creative Writing 
and Literature for Educators through Fairleigh Dickinson 
University . Previously, I taught high school English in 
Hagerstown, Maryland . In my spare time I enjoy visiting 
family, hiking, reading a good book, doing yoga, and going 
to yard sales .

Megan Wagner
Reading Specialist
Howard Elementary

Hello! I am the new reading specialist 
at Howard Elementary. This is my fifth 
year teaching, but this is my first year as 
a reading specialist . During the pursuit 

of my Bachelor's degree from Lock Haven University, 
I was a student teacher in Mrs . Jodie Franks’ classroom . 
In 2016, I received my Master's degree in reading from 
Edinboro University .  I previously taught at Sugar Valley 
Rural Charter School, where I was a fifth-grade teacher 
and cheerleading coach. I enjoy reading, shopping, fishing, 
kayaking, and snuggling with my dog . I’m overjoyed to 
finally be a part of the Bald Eagle Area family! 

Ashley Wallace
Chemistry Teacher
Middle-High School

I have a BS in meteorology from 
Millersville University (2008), an MS 
in environmental chemistry from the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks (2012), 

and a teaching certification for Secondary Education: 
Chemistry 7-12 from Lycoming (2011) . I have taught full 

time at Huntingdon Area School District the past three and 
a half years . I grew up just outside of Boston, MA, and 
have lived in Massachusetts, Alaska, Florida, and several 
parts of Pennsylvania . I am married to Brian Edwards, a 
meteorologist at AccuWeather Inc . We love to travel and 
love professional baseball (I have been to 12 of the 32 MLB 
stadiums) . I also have a passion for dance and did so in all 
styles in studios and on teams for the past 23 years . I am 
very excited to teach here and cannot wait to get to know 
BEASD and its students, parents, and staff!

Anne Webb
School Psychologist

Hello! My name is Anne Webb, and I 
am one of two school psychologists in 
the district . I received my Masters in 
School Psychology from Penn State in 
2013. I am currently completing my final 

requirement for my doctorate in School Psychology, and I 
have worked as a school psychologist at Juniata County prior 
to coming to BEA . Before moving to central PA, I lived in 
New York and Connecticut for 11 years with my husband, 
where I completed my Masters in Applied Psychology and 
worked for a few years in the Neuropsychiatry Department 
at the Rhode Island Hospital . However, I am not new to 
central PA as my husband is from a town not too far away 
from here . My husband and I love to cook, spend time with 
our nieces and nephew (and their parents, of course), go to 
Disney and travel, and watch football on weekends . I also 
love to knit and crochet!"

Megan Weisbrode
Occupational Therapist

Hello! I'm Megan Weisbrode, and I 
am an Occupational Therapist . I have 
Worked within BEASD for the past 
three years through a contract company, 
and am happy to be working directly for 

Bald Eagle this school year! I am super excited about the 
sensory room we've created at Wingate Elementary . It is a 
safe place for students to take movement breaks and engage 
in calming sensory activities so that they are ready to return 
to the classroom focused and ready to learn . Outside of 
school, I like to spend time with my family, friends, and 
dog Nico . I also enjoy traveling, sports (I am a huge fan of 
Penn State Wrestling!), and outdoor adventures .
     I am grateful to work with the terrific students and staff 
at Bald Eagle!
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Bald Eagle Area students and staff  spent 
the morning of January 19 at the Snow 
Shoe EMS building, unloading 1,600 
cases of water donated to the Mountaintop 
Region . Residents served by the 
Mountaintop Regional Water Authority 
had been under a boil-water advisory after 
months of water problems .

It’s no secret that the people 
at BEA care for each other 
and for their community. From 
Friday jeans days for charity, 
to meals and fundraisers for ill 
staff members, to fundraisers 
initiated by students, the BEA 
staff, faculty, and student 
body show their generosity.  
Often, it happens behind the 
scenes; here are some of the 
more public examples.

On February 6, the Bald Eagle Area 
varsity girls’ basketball team hosted a 
game against Tyrone Area to support 
Eddie Coltabaugh, 4 – the son of BEA 
teacher John Coltabaugh, of Tyrone – 
who was diagnosed with DiGeorge 
syndrome, which has caused several 
medical problems since birth . Fundraising 
activities included a raffle, T-shirt sales, 
and monetary donations .
(Photo by Georgianna DeCarmine)

BEA senior and soccer player Kiersten 
Walker held a fundraiser to help defray 
medical costs for eighth-grader Brandon 
Conaway . Before the  October 9 girls’ 
soccer game against Huntingdon, she 
asked local businesses for donations and  
sold “Kickin’ Out Autism” shirts . All 
proceeds, as well as those from concession 
and raffle ticket sales at the game, went 
into a fund to cover expenses related to 
medical treatments for Brandon . A total of 
several thousand dollars was raised .

A chili cook-off was held January 17 in the 
high school lobby to support the district’s 
assistant wrestling coach Michael Cook, 
who has been diagnosed with cancer . 
Cook, a 2006 graduate of BEA and a 2010 
graduate of Lock Haven University, is 
also a state police trooper .

BEA elementary students visited local se-
nior centers and personal care homes dur-
ing the Christmas season to donate gifts, 
sing songs, make crafts, and spend time 
with residents .

In conjunction with its Fall Craft and Gift 
Fair, the BEA Spanish Club held a food 
drive to collect donations for food banks 
within the school district . During the week 
of November 13-17, middle and high 
school homerooms collected 873 items . 
Enough food to fill four carts was collect-
ed at the November 25 fair .
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BEA Elementary students collected  non-
perishable donations for local food banks 
during the month of January .

BEA Cares!
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Paint the Plow
Students from the high school’s 
art club painted a snow plow for 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation’s Paint the Plow 
Contest . The public was able to 
log onto Facebook and “like” their 
favorite artwork, and the plow was 
eventually mounted to a truck in the 
district’s area for the winter season .

Students Learn CPR

Each year, over 
350,000 out-

of-hospital cardiac 
arrests occur in the 
United States, and 
less than half of 
those individuals get 
the immediate help 
they need before 
professional help 
arrives .  Hands-only 
CPR has been shown 
to be as effective as 
conventional CPR 

and can even double or triple a victim’s chance of survival .  
     Through the month of December, our students completed 
Hands-Only CPR training provided by American Heart 
Association Certified CPR/AED/First Aid instructors in the 
physical education department, thanks to grant funding  from 
the AHA’s CPR in Schools program, secured by Mrs . Cindi 
Stanton . This grant provided CPR in Schools Training Kits, 
including Mini Annie manikins, AED training simulators, 
training DVDs, lesson plans, and much more .  
     Our students in grades 6 – 12 will be taught the skills 
in the classroom in their health classes, and elementary 
students will be introduced to Hands-Only CPR in their 
physical and health education classes .  These students now 
have life-saving abilities along with the confidence and 
proper preparedness to step in and make a difference in case 
of an emergency . 
     If you would like to learn more about Hands-Only CPR, 
visit heart .org/handsonlycpr for more information .  

Ag News

Students from agriculture classes at Bald Eagle Area 
High School attended the Pennsylvania Farm Show 

held in early January in Harrisburg .
     Teacher Todd Biddle said this was the fourth year the 
district has been represented, showing tractors, landscape 
boxes, and rabbits . The new thing this year, however, is the 
number of rabbits shown – a record of 32 total . There are 
23 students in Biddle’s animal science class, who nearly all 
wanted to be a part of the rabbit exhibit . BEA students took 
home a number of awards .
     At the Mid-Winter FFA convention, held during the Farm     
Show, Keystone Awards were presented to Jessica Cain, 
Mason Finocchio, Dalton Hall, Kurtis Hall, Justin Holt, 
Caleb Swartz, and Emma Thompson . FFA jackets were 
presented to Aiden Andrews, Hailey Bucha, Hayden Cox, 
Calvin Dechow, Mikayla Irvin, Adelaide Overdurf, Joseph 
Shawley, Autumn Tobias, and Danae Welker .
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Sports Highlights

The boys' soccer 
team won the 
Mountain League 
title, finishing 
12-1-1 in the 
conference and  15-
4-1 overall . Jared 
Gettig was named 
to the 2017 Male 
NSCAA Region II 
All America Soccer 
Team .

The girls' volleyball team won the Mountain League and District 6 Class 2A titles . Grace Hugar and Madison Rockey were  
named to the PA Volleyball Coaches Association AA All State Team, and  Grace Hugar was the Centre Daily Times Female 
Athlete of the Fall Sports Season .

Senior Charlee Mar-
shall, Miss BEA and 
goalie for the girls' 
soccer team, joined 
the football team as 
the starting kicker 
this fall . Charlee 
kicked 15 points after 
touchdown and two 
field goals through-
out the season .
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Senior Rilee Bechdel 
was named to the 
2017 Pennsylvania 
Football Writers Class 
3A All-State Team as 
a defensive lineman . 
Rilee  had 42 solo 
tackles and six sacks 
this year . He was also 
chosen for last year's 
All-State Team .
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BEA's wrestling team was named Big 7 and Mountain League Champions for the 2017-2018 school year . On November 
15, two BEA seniors signed their letters of intent to wrestle in college . Seth Koleno will be going to Clarion University, and 
Garrett Rigg will attend Lock Haven University .
   

The rain did not deter fans from attending BEA’s first homecoming parade 
as it made its way through the streets of Milesburg on Thursday, October 5, 

2017 . Starting at the Frito-Lay distribution center on Old Route 220, the route 
ended at the Little League complex on Old Curtin Road, where participants and 
spectators were able to dry off at a bonfire.
     Emma Murgas was crowned Homecoming Queen the next evening before 
BEA’s football game against Huntingdon .  Tess Bechdel, the 2016 homecoming 
queen, returned to Alumni Stadium to present the crown to the new queen .

BEA Holds Homecoming Parade
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Scenes from the High School Play: Last Day of School 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Bald Eagle Area Drama Club will present its spring musical, The Little Mermaid, 
on April 26, 27, and 28, at 7:30 PM.

District Band 
Front: *Amber Graham, Tim  Durach-
ko; Middle: Alyssa Packer, *Courtney 
Metz,  *Brooke Hall; Back: Madison 
Surovec, Vanessa Stasko, *Jacob Mi-
chael, *Anton Fatula, *Austin Besong 
(* Region Band)

District Chorus 
Front: *Timothy Durachko, Chelsea 
Butterworth; Standing: Ernest Greene, 
Michael Geyer, Heather Huyett, Michael 
Bailey, Cameron Haines, Kate Haagen, 
Miranda Yeager, Amber Graham; Not 
pictured: *Skylynd Brown (*Region 
Chorus)

Alice Statham played harp 
at All-National Symphony 
Orchestra in November. She 
is also the first-chair harpist 
for the 2018 Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association 
All-State Orchestra and was 
hired to play at the Region 
III band  festival in February. 
After graduation, Alice plans 
to pursue a degree in harp 
performance.

District Jazz Band
Front: Heather Huyett, Amber Graham, 
Anton Fatula; Back: Tony Talarigo, Jacob 
Michael, Austin Besong, Michael Maye, 
Tim Durachko, Alyssa Packer

M 
U 
S
I
C 

H 
O 
N 
O 
R 
S

District Orchestra
*Austin Besong, Brooke Hall, *Alice Statham, 
*Jacob Michael (Region Orchestra)
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Wingate Elementary Gains Sensory Room

Wingate Elementary has added a sensory room for stu-
dents with sensory processing differences that impact 

their abilities to engage in learning activities . “Wingate’s 
sensory room is a safe, quiet place where students can go 
to participate in sensory activities that calm their body, so 
that they can return to the classroom focused, motivated, 
and ready to learn,” states Megan Weisbrode, occupa-
tional therapist for the Bald Eagle Area School District .  
The room is used most frequently by students 
with autism spectrum disorders, ADHD, learn-
ing disabilities, and emotional challenges . 
     The sensory room is designed to have a relax-
ing visual and auditory impact, with blue filters 
over the ceiling lights, calming images on the walls, 
and soothing background music . Sensory routines, 
choice-based but also highly structured, are based 

upon research in the field of sensory integration theory, which emphasizes movement activity that gives 
strong input to muscles and joints, in addition to deep-pressure tactile input to calm students’ nervous systems . 
     To meet their sensory needs, students may bounce on an exercise ball, jump on a trampoline, swing in a LYCRA® or net 
swing, propel themselves on a scooter-board, or run and jump into a crash pad . Weighted activities such as throwing and 
catching balls weighing four to six pounds release tension in muscles. Activities offering deep pressure tactile input include 
finding hidden objects in TheraPutty®  or a giant bin of beans, stretching inside a spandex body sock, crawling through a 
stretchy tunnel, sitting underneath a weighted blanket, or curling up inside the cozy canoe .  For students who may need several 
minutes of quiet creativity, the room offers the choices of a whiteboard to draw/write and a tent stocked with tactile fidgets. 
     Kathryn Burger, 4th-grade learning support teacher, reports that the sensory room has benefited her students: 
“Wingate’s sensory room has been such a great resource! Students can move through scheduled, multi-sensory sta-
tions that alleviate stress and anxiety while giving them the sense of control and mindfulness that they desire .”

Three Howard Elementary School fifth-grade students have been 
working hard since early January with retired Bald Eagle Area 

administrator Marsha Sackash to establish a team plan for the upcoming 
KidWind Challenge .
     It’s an annual competition that allows teams of students from around the 
commonwealth to create a wind turbine and generator that can adequately 
create power .
    Last year, the team from Howard was the youngest team to place in the 
top 10 during the competition at Penn State . This year’s team – Matthew 
English, Wyatt Kowalczyk, and Lilly Nyman from teacher Amber 
Buchanan’s class – is hoping to create their own design with inspiration 
from past-used wind turbines such as a Vernier wind turbine and the class’s 
2017 model .
     “We’re trying to make this because wind is a renewable energy source,” 
Lilly said . She added that they also plan to use recyclable parts to make 
the apparatus .
     This year’s competition will be held at the end of March at Penn State . Students began the research process in January 
and the creative process in February, before they plan to test the design leaning up to the competition . Once they compete, 
the team will be judged on a series of categories that include design, power and presentation .

Howard Students Prepare for KidWind Challenge
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Honors Banquet

Grade 12
Michael Bailey
Austin Besong
Kaitlin Carter
Morgan Chambers
Faith Corman
Jared Gettig
Ireland Hackman
Mariah Houck
Mae Hugar
Heather Huyett
Adazia Mellott
Emma Murgas
Brooke Myers
Tiffany Rees
Alice Statham
Brooke Woodward

Grade 11
Taylor Bumgarner
Chelsea Butter-
worth
Tessa Cingle
Cameron Cody
Garrett Giedroc
Katherine Haagen
Rebecca Hoffman
Nicholas Ishler
Shane Lambert-
Brooks
Courtney Metz

Natalie Nyman
Jakob Ream
Julia Thompson
Lauren Wellar

Grade 10
Asher Burkett
Caleb Cain
Lauren Fisher
Grace Hugar
Madisyn McAfee
Paige Murgas
Matthew Reese
Madison Rockey
Emily Shiels
Sierra Surovec
Peter Van Cise
Luke Wilson

Grade 9
Madison Eckley
Amayah Fogleman
Anastasia Frank
Zebulon Fry
Elyssa Greene
Sarah Holler
Meghan Ishler
Cole Parsons
Julia Patcyk
Lexi Skripek
Hannah Ternent

Rachel Veneziano
Grace Wagner

Grade 8
Claire Andrews
Miya Barton
Dylan Hartley
Jaci Masden
Kaleb Matis
Madison Perry
Emily Ream
Sadie Roberts
Marina Shawley
Autumn Tobias
Dakota Wilson
Max Yetsko

Grade 7
Charlotte Cingle
Quentin Conway
Zachary Gates
Alaina Grant
Alexandria Hacker
Ember Herr
Abigail Hoover
Nadya Kronin
Airren Lose
Katelyn Lucas
Caden McCullough

On November 2, 2017, students in Grades 7-12 were 
recognized for being in the top ten percent of their classes 

last year. 

Guest speaker Curtis Markle, a 1998 BEA graduate and nation-
ally competitive para athlete, spoke about overcoming adversity. 

There was a pop, fizzle, and a few bangs on 
December 5 at Bald Eagle Area High School, 

but it was all to promote a variety of sciences for 
youth in the area .
     For the past seven years, the district has teamed 
up with Penn State’s Eberly College of Science 
to host the Exploration-U Community Science 
Event . About 50 projects were on display, 
featuring science, technology, engineering and 
math – otherwise known as STEM subjects .    

Science Night

History Night
Bald Eagle Area High School hosted History Night 

on February 1 . The event was open to the com-
munity .
     Teacher John Coltabaugh said the event, in its sec-
ond year, is part of a National History Day competi-
tion at the local level. This year’s theme is “Conflict 
and Compromise ."
     Students in U .S . History II and Civics classes con-
ducted research and created exhibits, research papers, 
or websites featuring work on topics such as the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis, the civil rights movement, and the 
draft riots . 
     Students had the opportunity to present their work 
at the regional competition at Lock Haven University 
on February 23 .
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Culinary Corner
Greetings from Culinary Corner!

     We have had a very busy start to the year .  The Field 
& Stream class has been learning about elk, and teacher 
Mrs . Stephanie Gardner was  fortunate enough to complete 
a co-teaching long distance with Courtney Colley, Conser-
vation Education Coordinator of the Keystone Elk Country 
Alliance in Benezette, PA .  Mrs . Gardner’s students had a 
Skype lesson with Ms. Colley, who sent a truck filled with 
items such as elk radio collars, horns, and fur for hands-on 
learning .  
     On November 16, the students traveled  to Benezette 
to view the conference center and to receive further educa-
tional interaction with the director.  There, they identified 
furs and pelts and learned about the potential for earning 
money through trapping .  The students also put a skeleton 
of an elk together, learned how to score antlers, had a seminar about snakes, and learned to identify  skulls as herbivores, 
omnivores, or carnivores
     During the November Parent-Teacher Conference night, Mrs . Todd and the Family, Career and Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) students provided a babysitting service for the teachers . The students completed much work behind the 
scenes to prepare for the evening . When the children came, they had an exciting time making pizza and snacks and playing 
games . Thank you to Mrs . Todd and the FCCLA students!  

Zach Chambers, Sierra Walters, and Danielle Harvey 
score an elk antler using the Boone and Crockett scoring 
system.

The fourth annual Elder Eagle picnic is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018, with the meal at noon (or 

shortly thereafter) at Stem's Event Facility, 253 Sycamore 
Lane, Julian. This is located off PA 150 between Union-
ville and Wingate near the township facility: watch for 
the signs . 
     This is a beautiful venue, and we hope to see more 
alumni and guests this year than ever before .  The event is 
aimed specifically at BEA alumni who have reached the 
50th anniversary of their high school graduation, but any 
BEA alumni may attend and are very welcome .
     Attendees are asked to bring a covered dish to share, 
their own beverages, and a chair .  All donations collected 
that evening will go to the HOPE Fund of Bald Eagle Val-
ley to help people in our communities who are dealing 
with tragedy, medical or otherwise .  Check out the fund's 
website for more information:  
www .HelpingOtherPeopleExcel .info
     For more information about the picnic or if you are will-
ing to help, contact Sue at 814-625-2132 or bea .1964@
outlook .com .

Elder Eagle Picnic 
to Be Held in July
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16   /  Bald Eagle  Area School  Distr ic t 

Christy Gugliocciello’s fourth-grade class at Mountaintop 
Area Elementary School is participating in a project 

this school year that is acquainting them with fish native to 
Pennsylvania .
 Through the Trout in the Classroom initiative, the class 
received about 200 viable brook trout eggs and a custom 
fish tank from the Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
in November . The mission is to create a classroom 
environment for students to raise the trout, which are 
expected to get about the size of an adult human finger by 
the time of release . By the end of January, there were about 
100 fish in the tank.
 In the spring, Gugliocciello and her students will head to 
Bald Eagle Creek in Milesburg to release the fish. Brook 
trout are the state fish of Pennsylvania and the only trout 
native to Pennsylvania . 

     Although the project is separate from class curriculum, Gugliocciello stated that it allows students to take care of the fish 
during class by feeding them and making sure the water is at healthy levels and temperatures .
     The Trout in the Classroom initiative was made possible through a partnership with the state Fish and Boat Commission 
and Council of Trout Unlimited .

Mountaintop Elementary
Trout in the Classroom Project

FBLA State Qualifiers

These students will represent BEA at the State Leader-
ship Conference (SLC) from April 8-11 in Hershey, PA. 
(From left) front: Garrett Giedroc, Chelsea Butterworth, 
Amayah Fogleman, Emily Shiels; middle: Garrett Rigg, 
Kaitlin Carter, Kylee Hoffman, Derek Henry, Katelyn 
Bathurst, Mattea Simoncek; back: Brooke Myers, Luke 
Wilson, Tony Talarigo, Cameron Cody, Mia Simoncek. 
Not pictured: Charlee Marshall

Three Bald Eagle Area 
fifth-grade students 

were among the winners of a 
calendar art contest through 
the Centre County Recycling 
and Refuse Authority . 
 Winning designs will be 
featured on a 2018 calendar 
that promotes a clean 
environment, and that will 
be distributed to every fifth-
grade student in Centre 
County . Each winning artist 
also will receive a $25 Weis 
gift card and a customized 
Little Free Library for their 
school .
     Winners from the district 

were Sena Andrews, Mountaintop Elementary School; 
Madison Stimer, Port Matilda Elementary School; and 
Blake Wheeler, Wingate Elementary School .

Poster Contest Winners
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On Friday, November 10, 2017, students from all district 
schools gathered in the High School Gym to honor local 

veterans . BEA Class of 1980 graduate Chief Master Sgt . Robert 
Peters, a 32-year veteran of the Air Force, addressed the entire 
student body and local veterans, emphasizing the sacrifices that 
veterans and their families have made .
     Participants viewed a wall of veterans, the result of a project 
spearheaded by teachers Annette Threeton and Kayleen Dugal . 
Elementary students sang patriotoic songs and spoke about the 
importance of Veterans Day, and  History Club members served 
lunch to veterans and their families .

BEA Honors Veterans
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PSSA AWARDS
On December 14, 2017, students were honored for having the top 10% scores in the school district on the 2017  Grades 
3 and 4 PSSA English Language Arts, Math, and Science assessments.

Grade 4 English 
Language Arts 
Sena Andrews
Caleb Close
Matthew English
Gavin Guenot
Cassandra Harpster
Wyatt Kowalczyk
Lillian Nyman
Gabrielle Perry
Grace Seth
Wyatt Spackman
Madison Stimer
Halle Urbanik

Grade 4 Math 
Aidan Bougher
Caleb Close
Elijah Fry

Emma Hoover
Iain McHenry
Nathan Moore
Lillian Nyman
Gabrielle Perry
Ethan Shirk
Wyatt Spackman
Madison Stimer
Sydney Thompson
Halle Urbanik
Kiera Walk

Grade 4 Science 
Caleb Close
Matthew English
Elijah Fry
Gavin Guenot
Emma Hoover
Mason Houtz

Lillian Nyman
Gabrielle Perry
Wyatt Spackman
Amber Thompson
Talon Thompson
Luke Tobias

Grade 3 English 
Language Arts 
Casey Angellotti
Alyna Basalla
Grady Boone
Kaden Clark
Gracie Collins 
Gage Gardner
Jocelyn Holt
Hayden Johnson
Abigail McCloskey
Sabian Mertz

Destiny Orner
Kennedy Robinson
Michaela Turner
Izaac Turner

Grade 3 Math 
Casey Angellotti
Henry Bacon
Alyna Basalla
Grady Boone
Isaac Bulles
Kaden Clark
Kollin Cunningham
Wade Habovick
Abigail McCloskey
Destiny Orner
Tristen Rice
Michaela Turner
Izaac Watkins

Children 5 years old on or before August 31, 2018, 
are eligible to register for kindergarten . Registration 

packets will be available in all B .E .A . Elementary 
Schools or by contacting the District Elementary Office 
at 355-3737 .
     Registrations are scheduled to be held on the 
following     dates at the elementary schools indicated:

Monday, March 19     Port Matilda            6 -7 PM
Tuesday, March 20      Mountaintop             6 -7 PM
Wednesday, March 21      Howard             6 -7 PM
Thursday, March 22     Wingate       5:30 -7 PM

     Please be sure to bring the following items to 
registration:
• Your child’s birth certificate 
• Your child’s immunization records 
• Custody papers (if applicable)
• Completed physical form from your child’s doctor 
or appointment date for your child’s physical 

     Questions regarding the immunizations or physical 
requirement for your child to attend school should be 
directed to  Mrs . Lauryn Bostdorf, the Elementary 
School Nurse, at 355-4872 .   If you have other 
questions or are unable to attend one of the registration 
sessions, please contact Mrs . Tina Kochik in the District 
Elementary Office at 355-3737.

Kindergarten Registration to be Held in March
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District Directory
 Administrative Offices
 751 S . Eagle Valley Road   Wingate
    Superintendent of Schools  355-4860
    Business Office   355-5516
    Curriculum/Instruction Director  355-5731
    Elementary Director  355-3737
    Food Service   355-8068
    Plant Supervisor   355-4860
    Special Education  355-5731
    Transportation   355-5516
      

 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary  625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    692-7429
    Wingate Elementary  355-4872
    

 Middle-High School
    Principal   355-4868
    Athletic Director   355-5721
    Attendance Office  355-5721
    Guidance Office   355-4629

 Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  359-2793

 Board of School Directors
   Susan Butterworth, Director
   Mary Ann Hamilton, Treasurer and CPI Representative
   Mark S . Kresovich, Director and CIU10 Representative
   S . Thomas Letterman, President
   Timothy E . Nilson, Secretary
   Theresa D . Peters, Vice-President
   Tina Greene, Director
   Tawna Smith, Director
   Richard Watters, PSBA Liaison  

Stadium to Receive 
New Press Box

If all goes as planned, a new press box will 
be fully constructed by the end of May at 

Alumni Stadium .
     Superintendent Jeff Miles said the con-
tractors have until May 25 to have a new 
press box in place . Demolition began in 
Mid-December .
  The press box will feature about 
1,500-square-feet of storage, and, as part of 
the construction package, ADA parking will 
be included that will also be accessible to the 
district’s environmental center .

In November, Tina Greene was elected to 
represent the East Bald Eagle Region on the 

Bald Eagle Area Board of Education . Greene 
replaces John Rougeux, who stepped down 
after 14 years of service . 
     A 1985 BEA graduate and educator with 26 
years of experience, Greene lives in Howard 
with her husband and three children, all of 
whom attend BEA schools . She is active in 
her church and as a volunteer with the Athletic 
Boosters Club, Little League, and youth 
football .   

Board News

School Board Members
Front: Tina Greene, Theresa Peters, Susan Butterworth, Tawna Smith
Back: Timothy Nilson, Mary Ann Hamilton, Thomas Letterman, Mark 
Kresovich, Richard Watters
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BEA World Travelers successfully completed its first international trip. Seventeen travelers, led by Spanish teacher 
Angela Smith, spent time from December 27 to January 6 in Costa Rica .

     “The host nation … offered a kaleidoscope of terrain and culture that our students could explore,” Smith said. “The 
adventurers kayaked one of the largest artificial lakes of Central America; zip-lined through the jungle canopy near the City 
of Clouds, Monteverde; played on the beaches of one of their best-known national parks, Manuel Antonio; and floated down 
the crocodile-infested river of Tarcoles in a boat .”
     They also spent time in Esperanza, a small community that was devastated in October by mudslides that blocked off the 
city from the rest of the world for days .
     According to Smith, the community has a one-room schoolhouse to educate students in kindergarten through sixth 
grade, but was not yet able to use the facility due to changes in geography caused by the mudslides . BEA travelers and their 
families donated school supplies that were presented to the principal and families who could attend .
     The principal, Smith said, explained that the donations would supply students with notebooks and pencils for the entire 
following school year .
     “Our hearts were forever touched as we drove away, waving back to the children yelling, ‘Bye bye,’ ” Smith said . “Each 
stop, each tour, each conversation of the 11-day trip offered first-time opportunities to our travelers. Whether it was flying 
in an airplane, whitewater rafting, trying new food, missing home, or managing the stress of flight cancellations and delays, 
each individual faced challenges that were overcome to end in an extraordinary tale filled with humor, adventure and life 
lessons .”
     For more information about how to help sponsor opportunities, contact Smith at angela .smith@beasd .net .

Cultural Exploration in 
Costa Rica


