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Benefits of early college credits

Coxsackie-Athens is committed to offering students a variety of 
opportunities to earn college credits while they are still in high 
school, with an ultimate goal of ensuring our students leave our 
doors poised to achieve extraordinary success.

Our college credit opportunities – College in the High School credit 
courses, advanced placement courses, and starting in the fall of 
2019 Credit by Exam – help improve students' study skills and 
critical thinking, while also potentially saving them time in college 
and money on tuition.

As a result of our efforts, 218 Coxsackie-Athens students in 2018-
19 were enrolled in College in the High School-credit courses, 
simultaneously earning high school credit and a combined 1595
college credits. Additionally, 77 students sat for an advanced 
placement exam, positioning them for college credits following the 
successful completion of an exam.

What began as a concerted effort to ensure our students have 
diverse opportunities to achieve early college credits has now 
become second nature. We know that if they learn how to be 
successful in college level coursework when they are here with us, 
they will be prepared, and ready for success when they leave our 
doors.

Today’s economic realities make attaining a postsecondary 
credential more important than ever. As educators we want 
postsecondary education to be a viable option for every C-A 
graduate. We are committed to eliminating barriers to access and 
affordability that are becoming common so that every C-A 
graduate can achieve extraordinary success.
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Ways to earn college credit

College in the High School Courses: Coxsackie-Athens currently 
offers more than 22 dual credit course opportunities, partnering 
with colleges including Columbia-Greene CC, SUNY Polytechnic, 
Schenectady County CC, and Hudson Valley CC to offer classes that 
simultaneously deliver both high school and college credit. These 
classes tie directly into the Coxsackie-Athens Career Pathways, 
allowing students to explore career interests with college-level 
coursework. These classes are taught by a qualified Coxsackie-
Athens teacher at our high school. Credits earned through our 
SUNY partners, depending on the final grade, transfer as college 
credit at any other SUNY college and are generally accepted for 
credit at private colleges.

Advanced Placement (AP) Courses: Coxsackie-Athens offers more 
than 10 AP courses, beginning as early as sophomore year. These 
classes running concurrently with College in the High School 
courses are rigorous, mirroring college-level work, and successful 
completion prepares the students for a corresponding Advanced 
Placement examination. The AP exams are given every spring in 
every AP subject, at a cost of approximately $90 per exam, and 
each presents the opportunity for three or more College in the 
High School credits. Students who earn a score of "3" or higher on 
the 5-point exam generally find colleges across the nation accept 
AP credit; however, the scores they use to determine credit may 
differ by subject and institution.

Credit by Exam: Starting in the fall of 2019 students will be able to 
enroll in courses through Excelsior College. These blended (online 
and classroom instruction) courses allow students to earn credit 
through examination. Motivated students will be able to combine 
their College in the High School credits from other SUNY colleges 
with courses through Excelsior to earn an Associates Degree upon 
graduating from C-A.
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SUNY General Education Requirements

A majority of our graduates attend one of the 64 SUNY campuses 
for postsecondary education. As a system requirement and to 
preserve the liberal arts foundation of our state university system, 
students are required to complete a variety of general education 
electives. The SUNY General Education Requirement (SUNY-GER) 
enables students to acquire knowledge and skills that are useful 
and important for all educated persons, regardless of their jobs or 
professions. (SUNY Board of Trustees Resolution, January 2010)

To earn a SUNY bachelor's degree, you must earn 30 credits in at 
least seven of the following ten SUNY-GER subject areas, and 
demonstrate two competencies.

• Basic Communication (required)

• Mathematics (required)

• American History

• Other World Civilizations

• Foreign Language

• Social Sciences

• Humanities

• The Arts

• Natural Sciences

• Western Civilization

• Competencies:

• Critical Thinking (required)

• Information Management (required)
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Student Spotlight: Kaylee Lasher, Class of 2016

Kaylee graduated from C-A with 30 college credits

Entering SUNY Oneonta in the fall of 2016, Kaylee was able to 
register as a sophomore. Her College in the High School 
coursework prepared her for the rigor of her classes. “I was 
nervous going into upper level biology classes that I would not be 
ready, but soon found that the lab requirements in my College in 
the High School Biology 101 class at C-A had prepared me well.” 
Kaylee also was happy to see many of her classes using WebAssign; 
a tool she used in College in the High School physics class.

Having a head start with college credits allowed Kaylee to study off 
campus for a semester and confirmed her choice of major. This 
spring, Kaylee graduated with a B.S. degree in Dietetics and 
Nutrition Science. Finishing a year early, Kaylee will now embark on 
a year-long internship.
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“The college level 
work I completed at 
C-A such as lab 
reports in my early 
college biology class 
certainly prepared 
me for the 
coursework I 
encountered at 
SUCO.”

-Kaylee Lasher 
C-A Alum 



Student Spotlight: Nate Oathout, 
Class of 2019

Nate found college in the high school
courses to be more challenging than
his other classes. He appreciated how
these courses were taught allowing
him and his classmates more flexibility
in how they completed their work.
Taking these courses has made it clear
that he will have to work hard in
college to be successful. “Now I know I
will need to put more effort into my
work to be successful in college. Taking
these courses gave me a shock of
reality I needed.” Nate plans to pursue
a career in social work and counseling.
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Student Spotlight: Olivia Grecco,
Class of 2018

Olivia completed 22 early college
credits prior to attending SUNY
Oswego in the fall of 2018. She was
able to complete her general education
requirements in her first semester and
begin coursework in her major during
her first year. “Taking the college
classes motivated me to do well in
them since I could earn college credit
and it would matter a lot in my future.”
Olivia, who is majoring in Education,
believes the coursework at C-A was
comparable in rigor to courses she is
taking at SUNY Oswego.



The cost savings of College in the High School credits

College in the High School credit opportunities are offered at C-A 
at limited expense to the student. Students who earn dual credit 
are significantly more likely to graduate from college. Credits 
transfer to all SUNY colleges and most private universities in the 
nation offering our students a low cost head start on their 
postsecondary journey.

Typically, 60 credits are needed to graduate with an associate’s 
degree and 120 credits are needed to graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree. Below are examples of potential tuition savings and 
expenses associated with attending college.

SUNY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

The cost savings of 15 hours of early college credits

Student earns 15 hours of early college credit in high school and 
potential savings of one semester of time and expenses associated 
with attending community college.

Total associate’s degree cost(tuition only)........................................$9,360

Cost of 15 CITHS credits($65x15)......................................................$975

Savings from 1 less semester of attendance:........................... $1405

SUNY FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE

The cost savings of 30 hours of early college credits

Student earns 30 hours of early college credit in high school and 
potential savings of two semesters of time and expenses 
associated with attending college or university.

Total SUNY bachelor’s degree cost(tuition, room, board, fees)...$104,000

Cost of 30 College in the High School credits($65x30)................…….$1950

Savings from 2 less semesters of attendance…………..…..............$24,200
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For more information on Early College Credit opportunities, 
contact your school counselor.

Dawn Essex: Grades 7 & 8………………..518-731-1808

Jessica Pray: H.S. A-L………..……………...518-731-1810

Angela Zumbolo: H.S. M-Z…………………......518-731-1810

Coxsackie-Athens Central Schools

24 Sunset Blvd.

Coxsackie, NY 12051

518-731-1700 www.cacsd.org
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