Beavercreek
Preschool

October 2020

Upcoming Dates:
Oct. 26 - Nov. 13 - Parent Teacher
Conferences
Nov. 4 - Character Education - wear
purple for Citizenship
Nov. 11 - PTO Virtual meeting at 6:30pm
Nov. 23-27 - Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 2 - Character Education - wear red
for Caring
Dec. 3 - Picture Retake Day
Dec. 21 - Jan. 1 - Winter Break

Classroom SPotlight
Mrs. Bates and Mrs. Evans
When thinking of Fall there’s one main thing that comes to mind for room #7…
pumpkins!
What better way to celebrate the season than with pumpkins, pumpkin seeds,
and many other fall items. This week, Mrs. Bates’ class has focused on learning
all about the life cycle of a pumpkin, the different colors they turn, and the
many different sizes they can be.
First, they learned a poem for the week called “Pumpkins”. The students quickly
learned this poem and then practiced reading it and identifying rhyming words
together as a class. The students also learned interactive movements to go
along with the poem!
Next, the students each chose a pumpkin to use for the “sink or float”
experiment. One by one, the students took turns describing their pumpkin,
making a guess about whether it would sink or float, and then placing it in a
tub of water to find the answer and to see whether their guess was correct.
At the end of the week, Mrs. Bates’ class celebrated by creating “I know the life
cycle of a pumpkin” hats! These hats included the order in which a pumpkin
grows and pictures that the students cut out and glued on as well.
Celebrating with pumpkins is one of Mrs. Bates’ favorite ways to welcome the
new changing season!

Therapist Zone
Occupational Therapy - Scissor Skills
Like many skills, learning to use scissors is a process that develops over time with lots of
practice. During supervised practice, initially children learn that opening their fingers opens
the blades and closing their fingers closes the blades. This action takes hand strength so the
more they practice cutting the stronger the hand gets at manipulating the scissors.
Eventually, they learn how to simultaneously use one hand to stabilize the paper and even
pull the paper slightly toward their body, while the other hand does a completely different
action of opening/closing the scissors and moving the scissors away from the body. Learning
to use scissors requires a lot of what we call bilateral coordination, which means the two
sides of the body can do two different motor tasks but assist each other in a common goal.
At 3 years old, children should be able to hold scissors in a thumb-up position (thumb toward the ceiling), pick up paper
with one hand and use scissors to snip paper (a single cut). Fun activities include making fringe or grass with construction
paper or cutting straws (string them later), or cutting a play dough snake into pieces.
At 3.5 years old, children should now have the strength and coordination to open and close multiple times to cut through a
3-4 inch piece of paper while holding the paper on their own. Fun activities include cutting paper into lots of pieces: make
hay to hide animals, make leaves for a tree, cut confetti pieces for a celebration.
By 4, children should now have the skill of scissor manipulation down pat and can now focus on eye-hand coordination to
keep the scissors near a bold 6-inch line. Fun activities include cutting yellow paper into French Fries, cutting lines to build a
railroad track, and cutting strips of color to make a rainbow.
By 4.5 years old, children should begin working on the more complicated
task of cutting near a bold line of a simple circle or square. It’s helpful if you
sit behind your child and use your hands to help guide your child’s hands
while they are learning to cut shapes. At this stage children often cut then
turn paper, such as when cutting each side of a square or triangle. Cutting a
circle requires more of the ability to turn the shape gradually while cutting.
It’s fun to build simple pictures such as a circle placed on an upside down
triangle looks like an ice cream cone.
By 5 children can often cut more complex shapes such as hearts or stars
because they have a more coordinated ability to turn the paper while cutting.
Art projects can become more elaborate with more intricate shapes and
different materials, such as different thickness of paper.

We love using spring-assisted preschool scissors for young
preschoolers. The spring mechanism makes it easier to open
the scissors but can be flipped off when no longer needed.

Social Emotional

Learning
Corner

How to help kids during this
constantly changing time:
Are you feeling stressed out by the constantly changing messages and routines because of COVID?
Kids, even little ones, can feel it too. Just when we think we have a new routine down things change. When
we think we have all the information we need to make decisions new information comes our way.
Here are a few things you can do to help your kids adjust during these changing times:
Keep a routine with the things you can keep the same such as meal times, bedtimes, bath, stories, etc.
Consistency and structure can be calming for children during times of stress. Children benefit from
knowing what will happen next. Focus on the things you can control.
Focus on what you can keep the same, but for things that have to change, focus on the positive. Create
a new Halloween tradition if the kids can’t trick or treat. Try new foods for holidays, play different
games, come up with new traditions if you can’t travel to see family or host a big event. Be creative and
come up with fun things to do together such as cooking together or playing a card game as a family
before bed each night.
Keep your anxiety in check. Try to think positive and focus on solution-based thinking. Avoid talking
about your concerns around your children. Give yourself a break when needed-go for a walk, take a
deep breath to calm down, call a friend.
Keep it simple, but keep them informed. Instead of “We can’t go to school because of COVID” say “We
can go to school two days this week. We will go four days again soon.”
Check in with your kids. Children may be unfazed by a change of routine; but some may start to act out,
tantrum more or be defiant. Pick a calm time to ask how they are feeling and respond in a calm way.
Give yourself some slack. Don’t strive to be perfect. Ask for help, give yourself a break, pick your battles
and try to be creative and flexible. Your children pick up on your cues of how you handle things.
Remember, this isn’t forever.

Books

Reminders
PTO
Join the Beavercreek Preschool
Center PTO Page on Facebook!
Click HERE to join
We are still in need of volunteers! If
you are interested in being the
Secretary or Philanthropy Chair, email
beavercreekpreschoolpresident@gmail.com

Our next PTO Virtual
Meeting is Wednesday,
Nov. 11th at 6:30pm

For the Classroom:
Due to the changing temperatures, we wanted
to remind parents to please ensure that your
child is dressed appropriately for the weather
(coat, hat, gloves, etc.). Additionally, please
remember to replace your child's spare
clothes (in their backpacks) with those that are
also weather-appropriate.

From the District
Some Answers to Questions we are
Hearing About the School Ballot Issue...
Q: Where do I obtain information about the school ballot issue?
A: Remember that our schools are on the November 3 ballot.
To learn more, gocreek.org.
Q: What is on the ballot for our schools?
A: Beavercreek City School District is on the November 3, 2020 ballot for zero
tax increase of a 9.80-mill substitute emergency levy. It is a zero increase for
residents because it will substitute out for a soon-to-expire levy that, if
passed, will allow for uninterrupted, continued funding for our schools.
Q: How much of the budget does this issue represent?
A: The levy represents 18% of the district’s current operating budget.
Operating budgets fund the day-to-day operations of our schools such as
teachers, textbooks and utilities. This request comes with the commitment of
continued efficiencies in the district’s budget. This is what our community
expects and deserves.

Information about voting is
available at: www.VoteOhio.gov.

ART Around Preschool

Halloween FUN!

